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EC urges spirit of Mideast compromise 

S rop ^ an (EC) leaders on 

resumpnon of Middle East peace talks 
and ui^ed all sides to pre£d “ 
T" 11 *"<* compromise.” At the end of a two-day 

5525 •b? 12 leadere iterated in a 

EC wouId “ntmue to play an active, 
{««rachve and balanced part in the Middle EastpeLepra^.” 

f *3r? Jp m y ean Council welcomed die resumption of the bilateral 

Arah5^H- at 3 i rr t ’ last *? g i nd comprehensive settiemem of the 
Arab-Israeh conflict and the Palestinian question,” the EC 

10 a Jtetement. “It urged an parties concerned to 

HiSf* 1 5ft adlieved and to press ahead with 
substantive negotiations m a spirit of good will and compromise,” 

SJ d '3 e EC L . l “ dcrs appealed toSlsid^to 
^ all actions which could undermine the peace 
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Turkish minister 
^ t to visit Jordan 

AMMAN (R) — Turkish Foreign 
%6y, Si* Minister Hflonet Cetin will visit 
inuSJ Jordan Sunday for talks on bi- 
i th 6 • l* tera l relations, trade and re- 
, » gfonal issues, the embassy said on 
40 rJ^ ! Tuesday. It will be the first offi- 
ip cial visit to the Kingdom by a 
■f e Turkish foreign minister in 13 
7 : d “ L. years. An embassy official said 
,Mr. Cetin would hold talks with 
o J* w 3S* s Royal Highness Crown 
® ™ Prince Hassan, the Regent, and 
:2r | * other officials before leaving for 
“C-thijc Israel Tuesday. Jordanian- 
^ r ‘ Turkish trade is worth about £20 
‘ nt °[ Vr million a year and made up most- 
^iis? ly of Turkish exports to Jordan 
° rbe s ^ which have increased in the past 
under £ year due to higher sales of build- 
T* net ing materials. Late last year Jor- 
°»ilk»ii. r dan and Turkey eased visa restric- 
■ >ear lf tions for each other’s citizens, 


ending the need to apply for visas 
in advance. 


5 toe re* 
p :o 
»■- y>\ 

du'pl Troops destroy cannabis 
in eastern Lebanon 
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RTIDEE, Lebanon (R) — 
.l-ibanese police said on Tuesday 
^jops had destroyed about half 
the 1,000 hectares of cannabis 
growing in eastern Lebanon’s Be- 
kaa Valley in the past two weeks. 
Bekaa police chief Brigadier Faw- 
zi Sema’an told reporters the 
joint Syrian-Lebanese drive to 
wipe out the growing of drugs in 
Lebanon would continue “until 
the last plant is eradicated. " He 
said: “We will not allow the 
cultivation of any kind of narcotic 
crops from, now on.” Brig. Se- 
ma’an added that Lebanese 
troops and police and Syrian sol- 
diers would plough the fields 
under. 

Babanglda council to 
meet on poll crisis 


see LAGOS (R) — Military Presi- 
’* dent Ibrahim Babangida’s top 
decision-making council is sche- 
duled to meet on Wednesday to 
Br.ii.: discuss Nigeria’s political crisis 
: sent following the June 12 presidential 
•mix e. election. “The National Defence 
£!hez -and Security Council (NDSC) is 
7 Jap {fleeting tomorrow to review the 
fjij s * situation and take a deri- 

.rr.t:.' sion in the ligirt of conflicting 
signals from various courts,” said 
an official statement issued in 
Abuja, ffie capital, on Tuesday. 
The meeting will coincide with an 
appeal court hearing in northern 
Kaduna city on a lower court 
order that blocked the release last 
week of final election results. 
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Ben All seeks 
better Europe ties 


STRASBOURG (AP) — Tuni- 
sian President Zine Al Abidine 
Ben Ali Tuesday pressed for clos- 
er ties between the European 
Co mmuni ty (EC) and North Afri- 
ca, to stem poverty there and 
Titf - 1 Aimmigration to Europe. Speaking 
yji ^tjhtbe European Parliament, Mr. 
Ben AH urged the EC to study 
North Africa's economic poten- 
tial “with a view to concluding a 
contract ... of cooperation based 
on a political, economic, social 
and cultural partnership.” He 
told the ECs 518-seat assembly, 
*Tt is in the interest of neither side 
that the European Community 
should be a closed fortress.” 
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Sudan orders 
consulates closed 

KHARTOUM (AP) — In a sign 
of worsening relations with 
Egypt, Sudan on Tuesday gave 
Egypt’s government one week to 
dose its consulates at port Sudan 
and Al Obetd. Omar Yousef Bri- 
dou, under-secretary of the Fore- 
Ministry, told reporters here 

it Sudan also instructed its 

ambassador in Cairo to dose 
Sudan's consulates in the Egyp- 
tian cities of Alexandria and 
Aswan. The announcement was 
unexpected since the two coun- 
tries’ foreign ministers held pri- 
vate meetings this week in _ Cairo 
. on bilateral problems, particular- 
ly a border dispute. Egyptian 
foreign minis ter Amr Musa and 
his Sudanese counterpart, Hus- 
sein Suleiman Abn Saleh, met 
during an Organisation of African 
Unity conference (see Halaib 
story on page 10). 

Guerrillas attack 
SLA posts 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — Guerril- . 
las mounted two separate attacks 
agafapt Israeli-affiliated miHtia- 
]|Ben m south Tuesday- Security 
sources said no casualties were 
reported to either assault on the 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
positions. 


King: Jordan seeks comprehensive peace 

Palestinian delegates are courageous 0 No separate peace agreement with Israel 
* Baghdad regime has made enough mistakes, Jordan wishes democracy in Iraq 


Combined agency dispatches 

JORDAN WILL not sign a peace 
agreement with Israel until prog- 
ress is made in negotiations with 
Palestinians, His Majesty King 
Hussein has said Monday. 

Asked about recent Israeli 
claims that Jordan was on the 
verge of signing an agreement 
with Israel, King Hussein told a 
group of journalists to Washing- 
ton that Jordan was waiting for 
“some progress in the 
Pal esti ni an-Israe li track.” 

“We hope that we will see 
some progress, we have not seen 
very much of that,” King Hussein 
said. “What is missing is dearly 
some idea of what the ultimate 
solution is going to be.” 

King Hussein's visit to 
Washington coincided with the 
10th round of Arab- Israeli peace 
talks being held in the U.S. capit- 
al. But in 20 months, the talks 
have produced no tangible prog- 
ress. 

The King said Jordan had not 
violated in any way the U.N. 
sanctions still on Iraq. 

Td like to say veiy categor- 
ically that Jordan is abiding the 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions with the fullest posable 
weight,” the King said. 


The King also reiterated that 
his country never approved of 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, but 
simply tried to resolve the crisis 
peacefully. 

“We sought to reverse what 
happened peacefully," he said. 
“We were never supportive of 
invasion of. any country by any 
country in the region.” 

“We don't see eye to eye with 
the leadership of Iraq,” the 
Monarch said, adding that he 
wished the Iraqi people had the 
chance to express themselves 
freely. 

Asked if Iraq was mending its 
relations with Arab countries. 
King Hussein said it was not yet 
dear. 

“I don't want to personalise the 
issue,” be said. 

“Only time will tell (...) but 
Iraq itself with its millions of 
people is very important. I wish 
for Iraq national reconciliation, I 
wish for the Iraqi people a chance 
to enjoy democracy and plurality, 
to be able to join the Arab 
nations as soon as possible.” 

King Hussein said be wants the 
Iraqi people to enjoy democratic 
rule. 

“I wish for .... the Irani people 
a chance to enjoy a true democra- 


cy, enjoy pluralism, respect for 
human rights, (a chance) to join 
the family of nations as soon as 
possible,” he told reporters. 

King Hussein said the Iraqi 
people should seek such rights 
“through whatever means could 
achieve that end.” 

Asked whether he envisioned a 
role for President Saddam Hus- 
sein in such a democracy, the 
King said: “This leadership has 
made enough errors and mis- 
takes.” 

Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd met 
with the anti-Saddam Iraqi 
National Congress last week at 
the request of the United States. 
But King Hussein said he himself 
would not. 

“It’s not easy for me to meet 
with the organisation as a 
whole,” he said, adding that he 
had met with individual opposi- 
tion figures including representa- 
tives of Iraq’s Kurdish minority. 

King Hussein met last week 
with President Bill Clinton. This 
week he holds fence-mending 
meetings with leaders of Con- 
gress who have been particularly 
angry at what they viewed as 
Jordan’s support for Iraq. 

The King said he had never 
backed the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait but had tried to avert war 


in the region by urging the United 
States and its allies not to inter- 
fere militarily. 

“We made it veiy dear to the 
Iraqi leadership, in the past and 
immediately after the end of the 
hostilities, that enough is enough 
and that the Iraqi people should 
come first,” King Hussein said 
Monday. 

Following are major excerpts 
from the King's comments: 

"We are at the Four Seasons 
Hotel and it is appropriate to say 
that relations between friends 
pass through seasons. For me it 
was a course of joy to be able to 
visit the U.S. again, and 
Washington especially. I was hap- 
py to meet with the president, the 
rice-president, the secretary of 
state and other friends. 

“Concerning these meetings I 
feel happy and satisfied about the 
atmosphere in which I was re- 
ceived and which I believe was 
(strengthened) when I met with 
President Clinton. I dearly 
appreciate the hospitality and the 
warmth I received and the chance 
I was given to talk frankly and 
freely on our position at the 
present and to where we are 
heading is the part we occupy at 
the world. 

“I was moved by his concern 


and determination to contribute 
personally as we hope the U.S. 
would help all the concerned 
parties in the region to move 
ahead towards the dream that we 
have and convert it into reality. 

“Thirty four years have passed 
since I first visited this city and 
had the chance to visit the U.S. 
and I feel encouraged and enthu- 
siastic ... I have never felt (so) 
during any of the previous visits. 

“I wish Mr. Clinton all the 
success in the coming years and 
wish him success concerning the 
expectations and hopes we all feel 
for him and for the U.S., the 
unique position that it enjoys in 
the world... 

“The time is now the end of 
spring and the beginning of sum- 
mer and for our relations it is the 
beginning of spring, once again 
with our friends in the U.S.; a 
friendship that have lasted for 
years, a friendship on the basis 
that we are friends and commit- 
ted to support the same ideas and 
principles, and we are seeking to 
maintain them and achieve some- 
thing that is worth the trouble for 
Ihe sake of future generations. 

On Jordan's democratic march 
and the Election Law, be said: “I 
would tike to say that throughout 
all these years we have tried to 


wither storms and to face up to 
challenges and we have put all of 
our faith and our hopes in our 
people, regardless of their ori- 
gins, members of the Jordanian 
ramily. 

“In our neighbourhood we 
have been on the receiving end of 
the damage caused by early disas- 
ters that have beset the area and 
we have absorbed the damage 
caused by every upheaval 
throughout the history of our 
country. But with faith and cour- 
age, with dedication I believe we 
have come a long way. Our basic 
commitment (is) to the future of 
the region is through making 
Jordan an example to others. 
Some may not like that, some 
may view it with suspicion, but 
we believe in the human being, 
we believe in his worth, we be- 
lieve in his rights. So when it was 
possible to return to what we 
have begun or inherited in terms 
of democracy, we did so follow- 
ing the disengagement of legal 
and administrative ties with the 
West Bank in response to Palesti- 
nian, Arab and Islamic demand. 
We decided to return to par- 
liamentary fife and we held elec- 
tions which by all accounts are 
the freest and cleanest yet in our 
region. 


“We also felt that it was im 
perative that we get all schools o 
political thought in Jordan tc 
come together and to enter £ 
dialogue so we established i 
Royal Commission, which withir 
nine months of hard work (with] 
people representing all schoob 
from the extreme right to the 
extreme left managed to produce 
a National Charter which was 
adopted by the country as a 
whole based on the respect of the 
Constitution and outlining and 
defining the routes that all of us 
will take into the future. 

“Now it is almost the end of the 
four years of the Jordanian Par- 
liament and pretty soon we will 
be preparing for fresh elections. 

“There is discussion about the 
possibility of some changes to the 
electoral law and this will happen 
as a result of a dialogue between, 
again, all the schools of political 
thought that put together the 
National Charter and the time is 
ahead as we all look and prepare 
for the elections later in this year 
at the new facts that have 
emerged in Jordan in terms of 
between 300,000 to 400,000 
Jordanians who returned to the 
country and who are now eligible 

(Continued on page 3) 


Arabs and Israelis assail 
each other as talks resume 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Arab-Israeli peace talks resumed 
here Tuesday with Israeli and 
Arab negotiators at the Middle 
East peace talks blaming each 
other for the lack of progress. 

Israeli and Palestinian delega- 
tions failed last week to agree on 
a declaration of common princi- 
ples on autonomous Palestinian 
authority in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

The talks reached an impasse 
over the status of Jerusalem. 

While Israeli and Syrian nego- 
tiators discussed for the first time 
possible security arrangements, 
they remained locked in their 
debate over the question of peace 
in exchange for Israeli withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights. 

The chief Palestinian nego- 
tiator at the talks, Haidar Abdul 
Shafi, who has questioned the 
Palestinian participation in the 
talks, said that 1 the Palestinians 
should withdraw from discussions 
because they had lost “credibility 
and were going nowhere.” 

Stressing that he was speaking 
for himself, Mr. Abdnl Shafi told 
AFP that he had participated 
against his own convictions m the 
earlier talks (April 27 to May 13) 
and had done so under orders 
from the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

“The current round of talks are 
important but I think it will be 
impossible to reach a declaration 
of common principles” as long as 
there are strong differences of 
opinion on the status of Jeru- 
salem and Israeli settlements in 
the occupied territories. Dr. 
Abdul Shafi said. 



Haidar Abdnl Shafi 

The rest of the Palestinian de- 
legation took a more nuanced 
position. Delegation spokes- 
woman Han an Ashrawi said that 
it was necessary to “continue the 
experiment” of negotiating but 
called for a change in the peace 
process such as direct PLO parti- 
cipation. 

Israeli spokeswoman Ruth 
Yaron said Tuesday that “it was 
way too early to call off the talks 
... Israel has made some very 
substantial offers to the Palesti- 
nians who have not even begun to 
discuss them seriously." 

Ms. Yaron said the Palestinians 
have tried to change the ground 
rules established during the Mad- 
rid conference in October 1991. 

“Bringing up the question of 
Jerusalem at this point, as the 
Palestinians have done, is the 
best way of halting the talks,” 
said Ms Yaron. 

The stalled Israeli -Syrian talks 
led an Israeli negotiator Monday 


to question for the first time 
continuing the talks because of 
the lack of progress. 

“If we do not obtain anything 
after this tenth round it is possible 
that each side (Israeli and Syrian) 
will be forced to decide whether it 
is worthwhile to continue,” Jac- 
ques Neria, an Israeli negotiator 
and diplomatic advisor to Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, said. 

Syria's chief negotiator with 
Israel, Mouaffak Ailaf, said prog- 
ress in peace talks with Israel was 
“impossible” as long as it refused 
to pledge a total pullout from the 
occupied Arab territories. 

Mr. Ailaf, in statements pub- 
lished Tuesday by the govern- 
ment newspaper Tishrin, also 
hoped the United States would 
play a “honest broker role at the 
opportune moment to force Israel 
to implement" Security Council 
Resolution 242. 

“It will be impossible to make 
progress in the peace talks as long 
as the Israelis don't pledge a total 
pullout" from tiie territories it 
has occupied since the 1967 war,” 
Mr. Ailaf said. 

Eliakim Rubinstein, head of 
Israel's delegation, told AFP 
there were no significant develop- 
ments to his follow-up consulta- 
tions with State Department offi- 
cials about last week’s negotia- 
tions. 

The deputy chief of the Palesti- 
nian delegation, Saeb Erakat, 
said for bis part that “the U.S. 
and Palestinian concepts diverge 
on all the aspects of the peace 
process,” and that there had been 
no progress daring their contacts 
over the extended weekend: 


OAU seeks 
funds for 
‘conflict 
resolution’ 


CAIRO (AP) — Foreign minis- 
ters of the Organisation of Afri- 
can Unity (OAU) Tuesday 
approved setting up a fund for a 
conflict-solving mechanism for 
the African continent, an OAU 
official announced. 

Ahmad Haggag, The OAU’s 
assistant secretary-general, told 
reporters that it was seeking 
voluntary contributions from 
African nations and foreign . 
sources. 

Outside contributors wfll have 
to agree in advance, however, 
that the OAU will deride how 
and where the funds will be used, 
he said. No amount was speci- 
fied. 

The mechanism still must be 
approved by the OAU heads of 
state, who will begin their summit 
next_Monday. 

Just how successful such a 
fund-raising drive will be is ques- 
tionable. OAU members are 
some £62 million in arrears on 
their membership fees, the orga- 
nisation says. Creation of the 
conflict-resolution mechanism — 
which could involve mediation or 
arbitration of civil conflicts — has 
been a pet project of OAU 
Secretary- General Salim Ahmad 
Salim. 

He developed the idea because 
the group has been widely criti-' 
rised for its inability to help 
resolve African conflicts, which 
include civil wars in Rwanda, 
Somalia, Liberia, Angola, 
Mozambique and Sudan. 


Tories fight Saudi payoff 
charges, but scandal flare 


LONDON (Agencies) — Be- 
sieged by charges of sleaze and 
secrecy to funding, the Conserva- 
tive Party fought back Tuesday, 
denying it took a huge campaign 
gift from Saudi Arabia and accus- 
ing Labour of indenture to trade 
unions. 

Prime Minister John Major, to 
Copenhagen for a European 
Community (EC) summit, dis- 
missed, as “total fantasy” a press 
report that bis party had taken £7 
million (£10.5 million) from the 
Saudis days before the last elec- 
tion. 

House of Commons leader 
Tony Newton said the Saudi offi- 
cial who allegedly arranged the 
cash delivery by private jet had 
formally denied it and was con- 
sidering legal action. 

Meanwhile, Northern Ireland 
Minister Michael Mates, under 
heavy pressure to quit or be 
sacked for bis ties to fugitive 
tycoon Asfl Nadir, dug his heels 
in and declared: “I have done 
nothing wrong.” 

Mr. Mates said be bad Mr. 
Major's confidence, and 
Whitehall sources were saying 
late Tuesday that the embattled 
minister, who hours earlier 
seemed headed for the axe, now 
appeared safe. 

Mr. Maces had been linked in 
an aUegod influence-peddling re- 
lationship with Mrr-i>Iadirr-whcL_. 
jumped £3.5 million (£5 million) 
bail and fled to his native north- 
ern Cyprus last month to escape 
fraud charges in connection with 
the collapse of his Polly Peck 



John Major 

multinational conglomerate. 

The Independent reported 
Tuesday that Mr. Mates, when he 
was a Toiy MP in October 1991, f 
had sent a letter to then Atomey 
General Patrick Mayhew com- 
plaining of the way Mr. Nadir was 
bring treated in the Polly Peck 
investigation. 

In stormy Commons debate, 
deputy Labour leader Margaret 
Beckett zeroed in on Tory fund- 
raising trips to Hong Kong. 

Hong Kong millionaires, she 
charged, had pumped cash into 
.the Conservative Party with “the 
consent... of the Chinese com- 
munists,” making a sham of a 
Tory rule against taking money 
from foreign governments. 

Before the April 1992 election. 


said Ms. Beckett, Mr. Major 
attended a dinner in Hong Kong 
with businessman Lu Ka-Shing, 
“a dose associate of the Chinese 
government.” 

Hie Saudi ambassador to the 
United States denied the reports 
that he arrange the £7 million 
contribution to the Conserva- 
tives, a party official told the 
House of Commons. 

The Guardian newspaper, 
quoting Saudi informants, re- 
ported that the contribution fol- 
lowed a meeting between an on- 
named British cabinet minister 
and Prince Bandar Ben Sultan. 
Saudi ambassador to Washington 
and son of Saudi Defence Minis- 
ter Sultan Ben Abdul Aziz. 

Tbe meeting allegedly took 
place at the Saudi minister's Lon-i 
dosn home in March 1992. 

According to the Guardian's 
sources, the contribution was 
agreed, tbe details were con- 
signed to an attache in the Saudi 
embassy here and the cash was 
delivered to London by private 
jet days before the April 1992 
election. 

Hours after the report was pub- 
lished, House of Commons lead- 
er Tony Newton said Prince Ban- 
dar bad issued a statement de- 
nying all allegations in the Guar- 
dian article concerning Saudi 
Arabia. 

Tbe meeting in question “did 
not take place” and “nobody 
associated with Saudi Arabia has 
ever made contributions to the 
Conservative Party..." Newton 
quoted the statement as saying. 
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Donors meet on U.N. plans for Somalia 


SouaXWs ‘interim’ President 

mad, a rival for warlord 


Al Mahdi Mohara- 
Mohammad Farah 


Aideed, talks to tbe press to northern Mogadishu 
Tuesday (AFP photo) 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — Nations 
and agencies donating relief and 
rebuilding assistance to Somalia 
met Tuesday to deride what to do 
following this month’s deadly 
fighting in Mogadishu. 

Admiral Jonathan Howe, the 
U.N. special envoy in Somalia, 
opened the donor’s conference 
trying to reassure delegates that 
Somalia and its capital would be 
made secure for refief and rehabi- 
litation work. 

“We are going to get on with 
It,” be said. “He (fugitive war- 
lord Mohammad Farrab Aideed) 
is marginalised. We wfll protect 
the people that are operating in 
his neighbourhood where we feel 
there is a threat But the rest of 
the country isn’t going to be 
penalised." 

Some private relief groups and 
donors said they would ask A dm. 
Howe to be roerific about secur- 
ity, among other things they want 
to know whether they would have 
escorts and whether their guards 


would be allowed to arm them- 
selves. 

The delegates fear that relief 
workers will be targets of snipers, 
kidnappings or other assaults. 

“The admiral is very optimis- 
tic,” Germany's envoy to Soma- 
lia, Axel Weishaupt, said after 
Adm. Howe’s speech. “It made 
me feel a little briter, but we still 
have a lot of questions." 

Ninety delegates from donor 
countries, tbe United Nations 
and private relief organisations 
attended the daylong conference 
at U.N. headquarters outside the 
Kenyan capital, Nairobi. 

Delegates said discussion cen- 
tred on the setback that feeding 
and other humanitarian work has 
suffered since fighting broke out 
in Mogadishu on Jane 5, killing 
29 Pakistani peacekeepers and 
dozens of Somalis. 

Mogadishu was quiet but tense 
Tuesday as a food aid operation 
picked up pace and Somalis 
waited to see whether tbe U.N. 


would carry out its pledge to 
arrest General Aideed. 

Tonnes of wheat were distri- 
buted to thousands of displaced 
■people under heavy security at 
seven sites in southern Moga- 
dishu, Gen. Adieed’s stronghold. 

This was one more site than on 
the first frill day of tbe resumed 
operation Monday, but still left 
18 points without food distribu- 
tion because of security fears. 

Destitute people in the areas 
without food distribution were 
walking long distances to the 
functioning sites to obtain a buck- 
etful of grain, aid workers said, 
with up to 5,000 turning up at 
some points. 

They said that within a couple 
of days they hoped to be able to 
resume handouts at all 25 centres 
in tbe south of tbe chy. 

Tbe aid operation was sus- 
pended after the June 5 attacks. 

Those attacks and an incident 
on June 13 in which some 20 


demonstrating Somalis died in a 
dash with Pakistani troops led 
Adm. Howe to order Gen. 
Aideed's arrest. 

In Karlsruhe, Germany, Ger- 
many's highest court began hear- 
ing a bid on Tuesday by the 
country’s opposition Social 
'Democratic Party to force Ger- 
man troops to withdraw from the 
United Nations mission in Soma- 
lia. 

The suit was the SPD's second 
attempt since April to limit a 
growing German military role by 
asking the court to rule the mis- 
sion unconstitutional, and re- 
flected a growing tendency for 
political battles to be fought in 
the courtroom. 

The eight red-robed judges of 
the constitutional court began by 
considering whether the SPD had 
a legal basis for the suit. A “no" 
would bring the case to a speedy 
end. 






Middle East News 


hina seeks boosted ties with Gulf 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — China 
has sent a high-level delegation to 
the oil-rich Gulf to attract invest- 
ment and explore new markets 
for its exports as it presses ahead 
wi 'h liberalisation of its economy. 

The delegation, headed by 
Chinese Vice-Premier for Fore- 
ign Trade Li Lanqing. arrived 
Monday in Kuwait and will visit 
*3 other five members of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council, 
(GCC) as well as Iran in a two- 
v/sek tour. 

In Kuwait Mr. Li told the 
official KUNA news agency his 
visit was aimed at examining ways 
of bolstering bilateral relations 
with the Gulf countries, namely 
economic ties. 

Chinese diplomats in the re- 
gion said tbe delegation, the high- 
est ranking mission to come to 
the Gulf in several years, would 
discuss joint industrial ventures, 
nsinly in oil and petrochemicals, 
cnc boosting trade. 

"China is eager to attract in- 
vestment from this region, which 


has yet to exploit the vast Chinese 
market,'' a diplomatic source 
said. 

“The delegation will explain 
investment opportunities and in- 
vite investors to visit China- It 
will also study market needs and 
how can China meet them.** 

The bulk of the GCC invest- 
ments abroad, estimated at over 
S350 billion, are based in the 
West but there have been calls to 
enter other markets after curren- 
cy fluctuation and market insta- 
bility caused them large losses. 

Although China is a relative 
newcomer to the Gulf markets, 
its trade with the GCC countries 
— Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Oman, 
Qatar, Kuwait and tbe United 
Arab Emirates (UAE)- — has 
steadily increased over the past 
decade. 

According to official Gulf fi- 
gures, Chinese exports to tbe 
GCC rose to $840 million in 1992 
from $340 million in 1983 while 
imports surged to $540 million 
from $135 million. 


Most of tbe GCC exports to 
China are fertilizers while im- 
ports are mainly textiles and 
dothes, foodstuffs and light in- 
dustrial products. 

But such an exchange is a 
fraction of the GCCs trade with 
major industrial powers, such as 
Japan and the European Com- 
munity. It stood at $35 billion and 
$34 billion respectively in 1991. 

In a recent study, the Doha- 
based Gulf Organisation for In- 
dustrial Consultancy (GOIC) 
proposed the creation of a joint 
Sino-GCC commission to in- 
crease trade and encourage in- 
dustrial investment. 

“There is a wide scope for such 
cooperation as both sides have 
common interests like hydrocar- 
bons, fertilizers, petrochemicals 
and aluminium,” GOIC Secret- 
ary General Abdul Rahman Ai 
Jaafari said in the study. 

Tbe two sides held a confer- 
ence in Peking in October and 
agreed to boost economic and 
trade cooperation. The meeting 


was part of a GCC drive to obtain 
technology through agreements 
with industrial countries. 

In an article Tuesday, the UAE 
daily Al Khaleej urged GCC 
countries to take advantage of 
what it called the economic 
achievements in China, where 
trade reached $165 billion in 1992 
and more free zones were cre- 
ated. 

“Despite the large economic 
achievements in China, we have 
not seen any efforts in the region 
to bolster economic links be- 
tween the two sides as Gulf 
businessmen are still heading 
westwards,” h said. 

“China has supported all Arab 
causes daring the 1960s and the 
1970s and this is a good ground to 
exploit. China has taken the in- 
itiative by sending its vice pre- 
mier to the region. Can we seize 
this opportunity and boost our 
relations with this old friend and 
benefit from its unique experi- 
ence in development in self- 
reliance?” 


iackdowo on women is duty — Rafsanjani 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — Iranian 
President AH Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani has justified a crack- 
down against women accused of 
violating the Islamic dress code, 
describing it a “duty” equal in 
importance to praying and fast- : 
ing. 

Vr. Rafsanjani spoke Monday 
as Iranian security forces rounded 
up hundreds of women, confis- 
cated cars and closed boutiques 
as part of a campaign against 
“social corruption.” 

* “Stopping people from doing 
what is contrary to Islamic pre- 
cepts is a duty for Shiism equal in 
importance to praying and the 
Ramadan fast,” said Mr. Rafsan- 
jani, who was reelected to a 
four-year mandate earlier this 
month. 

He described people who 
violate Islam's strict rules as 
“sick” and said that security 
forces v/ere “like doctors who are 
trying to cure (patients) and 
guide them on the right path.” 

Analysts said the crackdown 


was the biggest in several years. 

The security forces set up 
checkpoints in several areas of 
the Iranian capital, namely in the 
wealthy northern suburbs, where 
many women tried to resist 
arrest, cried and pleaded with tbe 
police to let them go. 

“I beg of you, I beg of you sir 
don’t take me away. I have three 
children,” a woman covered from 
head to toe in compliance with 
the Islamic dress code pleaded 
with a policeman in tbe Velenjan 
neighbourhood. 

“Don’t touch me. You have no 
right to,” shouted a woman as a 
policeman forced her out of her 
car and onto a waiting minibus. 
The security forces also seized the 
car. 

In another incident, an angry 
man dashed with policemen who 
arrested his wife and confiscated 
their car. “You can burn my car 
but not my wife,” be shouted. 

AFP correspondents who wit- 
nessed several arrests said most 
of the women rounded up wore 


no make-up, had their hair con- 
cealed by scarves and their bodies 
by long raincoats. 

A police statement, carried in 
the press on Sunday, said women 
who disregard the dress code 
-could face arrest and trial if spot- 
ted in foe streets or passing cars. 

The police force would also 
ensure “inappropriately-covered 
women are denied service” in all 
public and commercial places. 

Iran has been ruled by Islamic 
law since the 1979 revolution 
which toppled the pro-Western 
Shah. Under the strict dress code 
women have the option of wear- 
ing the black chador or long 
raincoats and scarves. 

The penalty for improper dress 
or too much makeup can be 
beatings but is more often a 
verbal or written wanting and 
fines. 

Monday's operations have trig- 
gered concern among Iranians 
and Westerners in Tehran as well 
as indignant reactions from some 
passers-by who witnessed arrests. 


“Why are they doing that? It’s 
disgraceful,” said a woman wear- 
ing a black chador. 

“We haven’t seen such action 
in a long time. We were hoping 
that Mr. Rafsanjani would im- 
prove filings,” a shopkeeper said. 

Police have also confiscated 
around 100 cars since Sunday 
because female passengers 
violated the Islamic dress rode, 
an Iranian official said. 

Dozens of shops, most of them 
specialising in womens’ fashions, 
.were closed because women 
'clients who frequented them were 
improperly dressed, witnesses 
said. 

Witnesses meanwhile reported 
that around 10 foreign women 
had been pestered by the security 
forces in tbe past two weeks. 

Police announced the cam- 
paign Sunday and said women 
offenders would be arrested from 
Tuesday, first day of file Shiite 
Muslim mourning month of 
Muharram. 


extremists’ charged in Egypt military court 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A military 
prosecutor Tuesday charged 32 
suspected Muslim extremists with 
attacks on police and Christian- 
owned jewellery stores in which 
five people died. The death 
penalty was demanded for most 
of them. 

The trial for the defendants 
opens Saturday in military court. 
Military courts already have sent- 
enced 22 Egyptians to death in 
connection with an 18-month ex- 
tremist campaign to topple the 
country’s secular government. 

Tbe indictment, released to the 
press, says that the 32 defendants 
belong to an illegal organisation 
known as Al Shawkeen which 
aims at imposing Islamic rule on 
Egypt. 

Six other people were killed by 
police during the arrests of mem- 
bers of Al Shawkeen, one of the 
more militant Muslim groups, the 
indictment said. 

It accused the defendants of 12 


terrorist attacks including thefts 
of jewellery shops owned by Cop- 
tic Christians. Three people were 
killed in the robberies. The ex- 
tremists have targetted the Coptic 
minority as part of their cam- 
paign. 

Tbe defendants are also ac- 
cused of killing two policemen in 
a metro station and trying to kill 
nine other police and passersby. 

More than 170 people have 
died in attacks or shootouts with 
police during the extremist cam- 
paign. President Hosni Mubarak 
started referring Muslim radicals 
to military courts last year to 
speed up trials. 

While 22 extremists have been, 
sentenced to death by the military 
courts, only one execution has 
been carried out. Opposition par- 
ties and human rights advocates 
have condemned the trials by 
military court since the defen- 
dants can only appeal to Mr. 
Mubarak. 


Move against abuses 

A top Interior Ministry official 
said Tuesday that Egyptian police 
accused of violating the human 
rights of suspects will be 
“punished” as part of new mea- 
sures to stamp out abuse. 

Tbe announcement follows a 
critical report last month by the 
London-based human rights 
organisation. Amnesty Interna- 
tional, which said Egyptian secur- 
ity forces seem to have been 
given a “licence to kill with im- 
punity.” 

Amnesty criticised "grave hu- 
man rights violations” in Egypt 
and said last year saw an “alarm- 
ing” number of incidents in which 
members of Islamic military 
groups were killed, allegedly 
while attempting to escape arrest. 

General Bahaeddin Ibrahim, 
an assistant to Interior Minister 
Hassan Al Alfi. said that Gen. 
Alfi ordered an end to “mass 


arrests” of Islamic militant sus- 
pects as well as collective punish- 
ment. 

Gen. Alfi has also instructed 
police to “make use of firearms 
or force only when it is extremely 
necessary.” 

“A new department bas been 
set up to verify that the new 
policy of the ministry is respected 
and ensure that the interior 
minister’s orders are executed.” 
Gen. Ibrahim said. 

He said measures were taken 
to “punish” policemen who 
violate human rights through tor- 
ture and mistreatment of sus- 
pects. 

“Over the past 16 months, 46 
policemen and 14 officers were 
detained on charges of having 
violated human rights while 36 
other officers were punished for 
minor violations,” he said. 

Suspects cannot be detained 
for more than 30 days without a 
legal decision 



Police officers Tuesday lead Mohammad Salab, 39, a Palestbdan- 
Amerfcan, to an Israeli military court (AFP photo) 

Arab American pleads 
innocent to funding Hamas 


RAMALLAH, occupied West 
Bank (AP) — An Arab Amer- 
ican Tuesday pleaded innocent 
to charges be bankrolled Muslim 
militants in the occupied territor- 
ies and paid for their weapons. 

Mohammad Sal ah, 39, a Chica- 
go resident of Palestinian origin, 
was indicted on charges of fun- 
nelling $650,000 to activists of the 
Muslim fundamentalist group 
Hamas. 

“I should be free. They have 
nothing against me," Mr. Salah 
said before tbe start of his milit- 
ary court trial. 

Mr. Salah confessed to some 
charges during interrogation, but 
defence attorney Avigdor Feld- 
man told reporters the statement 
was extracted illegally and should 
not be admitted as evidence. 

In his oonfessoD , Mr. Salah 
reportedly named Arab- 
American groups in Arlington 
and Springfield, Virginia, as 
fronts for Hamas, and gave de- 
tails on Hamas activists in the 
United States. 

Mr. Salab and another 
Palestinian- American, Moham- 
mad Jarad, 35, were arrested on 
Jan. 25 on suspicion of funnelling 
money to rebuild Hamas. In De- 
cember, the group had suffered a 
blow when nearly 400 of its activ- . 
ists were expelled to Lebanon. ’ 

Mr. Jarad, who suffers from 
,congenitaI heart disease, 
pleaded guilty last week and was 
sentenced to six months in prison. 
With time served before his sen- 
tencing, Mr. Jarad is expected to 
be released next month. 

Mr. Salab, wearing glasses and 
a salt-and-pepper beard, stood 
quietly in the dock Tuesday as the 
judge, Lieutenant-Colonel Yit- 
zhak Mina, read the charges in 
Hebrew and a clerk translated 
into Arabic. 

“ Tbe defendant denies all 
accusations against him.” Mr. 
Feldman said when asked by Col. 
Mina to enter a pica. Outside the 


court, in response to questions, 
Mr. Feldman would not rule out 
an eventual plea bargain. 

The indictment said that at the 
time of Mr. SaJah’s arrest, he had 
already handed out $60,000 and 
another $100,000 were found in 
his Jerusalem hotel room. 

Mr. Salah, a used car dealer 
who has lived outside the West 
Bank for more than 20 years, 
denied the accusations Tuesday, 
saying he had come to distribute 
alms collected from Palestinian 
Americans. 

“They should give me the 
Nobel Peace Prize for leaving my 
job and coming here to help the 
poor people,” Mr. Salah, dressed 
in a brown prison uniform, told 
reporters from the dock. 

The indictment also said that in 
August 1992, Mr. Salah paid 
$96,000 to Hamas activists in the 
occupied territories to establish 
an aimed guerrilla force. It said 
Hamas leaders used some of the 
money to buy seven guns. 

Mir. Salah said his Shin Bet 
secret service interrogators kept 
trying to link him to tbe slaying 
of Nissim Toledano, an Israeli 
policeman who was abducted and 
killed by militants in December. 

Hie kidnapping and slaying set 
off an uproar in Israel, and the 
government responded by expell- 
ing more than 400 suspected Mus- 
lim militants to Lebanon. 

The next session in tbe Salah 
trial is scheduled for Aug. 1, and 
Mr. Feldman said tbe first issue 
on the agenda would be the 
admissibility of Mr. Salah’s con- 
fession. 

Mr. Salah’s brother. Ibrahim, 
of the West Bank refugee camp 
of Kalaxidia, charged after the 
hearing that Israel was exploiting 
case to give Arabs living in the 
United States a bad name. 

“They used this case in the 
media against the Arabs and 
Muslims in the States, not only 
here,” he said. 


Respite handover, U.N. continues to rely on Americans in Somalia 


By Pan! Alexander 

The Associated Press 

MOGADISHU — Stung by cri- 
ticism of its reliance on U.S. 
military might, the U.N. made 
sure its big assault against war- 
lord Mohammad Farrah Aideed 
had a multinational flavour. 

The vast majority of the 1.395 
ground troops used Thursday 
came from Italy. Pakistan, 
Morocco and France, with con- 
tributions from Egypt, Kuwait, 
India. Australia, Tunisia and 
Sweden. 

But much of the strategy was 
planned by Americans, based on 
intelligence gathered by Amer- 
icans and directed by an Amer- 
ican command structure. 

Virtually all the air support 
came from the United States, 


from the AC- 130 aircraft that 
conducted precision shelling to 
the' Scout. Cobra and Blackhawk 
helicopters that were called on to 
take out the worst sniper nests. 

Even though the United States 
handed over control of the milit- 
ary relief operation in Somalia to 
the United Nations in May, the 
U.N. remains dependent of the 
Americans. 

That situation is unlikely to 
change much, even though the 
U.N. is trying hard to be melting 
pot by leaning heavily on African 
and Muslim nations for the 
18.000 troops already here. 

But chat’s 10.000 short of the 
authorised strength. Countries 
which pledged months ago to 
send forces have been slow in 
following through- Some, like 
Germany, encountered con- 


troversy and political opposition 
about getting involved in the 
U.N.’s role as a peacemaker. 

Some 4.000 Indian troops are 
on the way. reporters are 
assured. So are the 1.500 Ger- 
mans who are supposed to join 
tbe 150-man advance team 
already in Beict Huen. So are the 
Malaysrans, South Koreans and 
Romanians. 

But many of the 4,000 troops 
the United States is contributing 
are in key logistical and command 
positions. The Quick Reaction 
Force that deals with crises is 
com pri sed of 1.100 U.S. army 
soldiers from Fort Drum. New 
York. 

The dependence will be even 
heavier until more troops arrive. 

When reinforcements were 
considered prudent after the June 


5 dash with Somali gunmen in 
which 24 Pakistani soldiers were 
killed and 58 wounded, the call 
went to the four-ship U.S. 
Marine amphibious task force 
that operates in this part of the 
world. 

The 2,200 Marines cut short 
their exercise in Kuwait and 
steamed to Somalia. The scream 
of low-flying Harrier jets Satur- 
day morning announced their 
arrival. 

The U.N. command structure, 
both on the political and military 
sides, has a very heavy yank 
flavour. Many are on loan from 
the Pentagon, the State Depart- 
ment and other U.S. government 
agencies. 

The list includes Jonathana 
Howe, a retired admiral who 
serves as the special envoy of 


U.N. Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali and is responsible for most 
of the big decisions. 

The military commander, 
Lieutenant-General Ccvik Bir, is 
from Turkey, but much of his top 
staff is American. 

Much of tbe intelligence staff 
who sort through the misinforma- 
tion and disinformation from the 
outside are U.S. military officers. 

U.S. Army Special Forces car. 
ry out intelligence-gathering and 
long-range reconnaissance, mak- 
ing excursions into the ports of 
Somalia the U.N. has yet to 
control but remain under its man- 
date to rebuild the country. 

The U.N. has become in- 
creasingly sensitive about its de- 
pendence on American forces. 

After Thursday's air and 
ground assault that crippled Gen. 


Aidced’s military stronghold and 
command centre, officials down- 
played the role of the U.S. forces 
on the ground. 

They said there were only a 
“handful” of Special Forces sol- 
diers acting as liaison with the air 
support, and bristled when told 
that photographers witnessed 
U.S. and Pakistani troops leading 
the seizure and search of Gen. 
Aideed’ s compound. 

The number actually totalled 
45 by official count, although the 
Pentagon indicated even more 
were involved. 

On Friday. U.S. Army Major 
Dave StockweU was replaced as 
the regular military briefer by 
Australian Trevor Jones, the 
U.N. senior air staff officer, to 
provide at least a non-American 
accent. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

S. Korea asks Peres not to visit N. Korea 

SEOUL (R) — South Korean Foreign MinisterHan S^-Joohas 
asked his Israeli counterpart, Shimon Peres, to refrain 
SmSunist North KonST a Seoul fordgn ministry official aud 
Tuesday. Mr. Han told Mr. Peres when the two men met £ 
last week it was not desirable for a minister of Mr. Peres s standing , 
to visit Pyongyang at a time when the international roramnnity was . 
ISgTort^Klrea to accept inspection of its sugerted 
facilities. “Peres promised Han he would consult ^ t^foutih) 
Korean government prior to any contacts with North Korea, 
official raid. He said Israel was proposing a visit to Norm Korea 
one of the world’s most reclusive states, to persuade Pyon©ang not ; 
to sell missiles to Iran. South Korea suspects Pyongyang of hiding : 
atomic bombs or developing a nuclear device. North Korea denies 
the charge but has refused to open two suspected nuclear sites to 
international inspection. Mr. Han and Mr. Peres met last week at a ; 
United Nations human rights conference m Vienna. 

3 killed, one Injured in Sahara plane crash : 

.SYDNEY (AP) — An Australian army doctor and two other 
United Nations personnel were failed when their small airplane , 
crashed while taking off in Western Sahara, the Australian ; 
Defence Force said Tuesday. Killed in the crash on Monday was 
Major Susan Felsche, 32, of Brisbane. The identities and national!- , 
ties of the plane’s pilot and a technician who also died, as well as a 
nurse who was injured but survived, were not immedi ately 
available. The cause of the crash at Awsard, 500 talometres south 
of the town of Laayoune, is being investigated by a U.N. board of • 
inquiry. A defence force statement said Maj. Fejsche was the first 
female Australian soldier killed on overseas military duty since . 
World War H. The four were part of a U.N. operation m Western 
Sahara, a former Spanish colony on the northwest coast of Africa 
which has suffered years of strife since neighbouring Morocco 
annexed it in 1979. The United Nations first sent forces there m 
1991. 

South African emigration to Israel soars 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Emigration of South African Jews to Israelis 
soaring as fears grow of civil war between blacks and whites after 
next year's general elections, the Jewish Agency said Tuesday The 
semi-government body which manages immigration said 100 South 
African Jews settled in Israel in 1991, 250 last year and 2,000 were 
expected for 1993. “Many Jewish families in South Africa are 
considering leaving and a good number want to settle in E ng la n d, 
Australia, New Zealand or Canada,” Uri Gordon, a director of the 
agency, told AFP. But Mr. Gordon expects a great many more, 
South Africans will also choose Israel in 1994 when elections areseti 
for April. The agency counts some 90,000 Jews with South African 1 
nationality and another 25,000 Israelis living in the country. The 
South African Zionist Federation last week launched a campaign 
to raise $500,000 to help Jewish immigrants from South Africa 
overcome financial troubles and stay in Israel. Fund director Herzl 
Katz said many among the 17,000 Jews in Israel from South Africa 
are considering leaving, particularly those dependent on income 
linked to tbe falling rand. Most of the 17,000 settled in Israel in two 
waves after troubles between blacks and whites in 1978 and 1986. 

U.N. representative arrives in Kabul 

KABUL (AFP) — United Nations special representative on 
Afghanistan Sotirios Mousouris arrived here Tuesday for a one-day 
visit during which Afghan officials said he would discuss the fate of 
former communist President Najibullah. Mr. Mousouris, accompa- 
nied by a representative of the World Health Organisation (WHO) 
and two United Nations staff members, arrived by special flight 
from Pakistan and was expected to go straight into a meeting with 
Afghan Fresidnet Burhanuddin Rabbani. “One of the main points 
of discussion will be the fate of Mr. Najibullah... the U.N. will not 
remain indifferent in this regard any more,” a foreign ministry 
protocol officer said. Mr. Najibullah', who tried but failed to leave 
the co unity under U.N. protection when the communist regime 
collapsed in April last year, has been holed up in a United Nations 
compound since then. 

15 feared drowned in accident in southern Egypt 

ASSIUT, Egypt (AP) — Five Coptic Christian students drowned, "■ 
and 10 others were missing and feared dead after their van was bit- j 
by a truck and plunged into a river in southern Egypt, officials said 
Tuesday. The accident happened in Assint, a hotbed of Islamic 
extremism 32 kilometres south of Cairo. But Assiut Governor 
Sameeh Al Saeed denied that the accident was related to Muslim 


extremist violence. The extremists, who are fighting to turn Egypt 
into an Islamic state, have targetted police, members of Egypt’s 
Coptic minority and foreign tourists. Recently, their tactics have 


dianged to setting off nail-packed bombs in areas crowded wifi) 
Egyptians. The governor said the van, carrying male and female 3s 
rtudents at a Coptic religious school, was hit by a tractor-trailer and 
knocked into the Ibrahimiya River. Four students were rescued, 
five bodies were found and a search continued for the vehicle's 10 
other occupants. .i 

Juppe to visit Saudi Arabia early Jutjjr' * 

PARIS (AFP) — French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe will visit £ 
Saudi Arabia for two days at the beginning of July, a ministry a. 
fE pSfZS? announced Monday. It will be Mr. Juppe’s first trip to £ 
the Middle East since he became foreign minister in April after the « j ‘ 
parliamentary elections. 

? ' ,m &\ 

Morocco ratifies 4 U.N. rights conventions 

^ OTOCCO ratified four U.N. human rights 

tfsownination against women, ** 
foe SLT’f? In a tbe ministry said . 

a,so Un,ted Nations conventioraasainst %fl 
torture and other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatments on 
children s rights and another on migrant workers' riehts Foreion 
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CHURCHES 


St. Mary rfKiutrtA Ctaith SnUcb, 
Td. 610740 

Aucm biles of Cod Church, Td. 

632785. 

5l Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of lb* ADDaudstfoa Td. 

637440. 

Dr h S«De Church Td. 661757 
Temssrcla Church Tel: 622366 


Church of the Awraadsttoa Td. 

623541. 

AagBcu Church Td. 630851. Td. 
62S54J. 

Armenian Catholic Charch Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Charch Td. 

775261. 

Si. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church Td. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Charch Td: 
S24328. 

The Charch of Jama Onta of Latter* 
D*j Salats Td. 823824, 654932. 
Church of the N a iairnr Td. 675691. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

The Kingdom will remain under the 
effect of * hot airman. Therefore, it 
will be hot and dry. and winds will be 
southeasterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds win be southerly moderate and 
seas rough. 

MiniMa*. icmp. 

Amman 22 1 38 

Aqaba 25/47 

Dewiti 20/39 

Jordan VaDcy 25/44 

Yesterday’s high t em p e ratures: Am- 
man 37. Aqaba 45. Humkfcy readings: 
Amman 9 per cent. Aqaba 22 per ccat. 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Nidd Al Hashsin 751672 

Dr. Mohammad Sbuqair 652693 

Dr. Yousef Sammour 615648 

Dr. Sfaaboaa Al Azzch 753774 

fins pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Asant pbataocy 637055 

NairouUi pharmacy 623672 

AlSabmphannacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 64*945 

Sbacsaiii pharmacy 677660 

Nsatnjh pharmacy 62367Z 

Najib pharmacy 847672 


QUUD: 

Dr.McaSbtram 
AlOads pharmacy. 


ZARQA: 

Dr- Yafiya AlTarifi 
Khafifch pharmacy . 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control C entr e 6! 

0*9 Defence Department 64 

CmJ D efen ce Immediate 

Rescue. 6: 

Oil Defence Emergency 

Rescue Potkx 192. 62111], hi 

Fire Brigade S' 

Blood Ban* T 

Highway Police ft 

Traffic Police tf. 

PafcGe Security Dep u t a c a i i 

Hold OMrtpbitjti ft 

Price Cbraptott 

Water and Sewe rage 

Co m p to n. 8! 

Amman Muredpahty 

Co mpia tno 71 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 

OmxnOdi .0! 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan ... 

Water Authority 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 
Efcaric Power 
Co m p a ny I 


RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport...... 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Mcdiad Centre ..... 
Khalidi Muonhjr.J. Amn... 
Akilch Maternity, 1. Amn.... 
Jabal Amman Maternity...... 

Mathas, J. Amman 

Palestine. Shrachani 

Shmctsani Hospital ....... 

Univcnity Hospital 

AJ-Motobcr Hospital 

The Islamic. Abdali 

Ai-Ahli. Abdali 

Italian. AJ-Muhajrectl 

Ai- Bashir. J. Ashrafich ...... 

Anuy.SMarka ... 

Queen AHa Hospital 

Amal Hospital 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovt. Hospital ...... f 

Zanm National Hospital .. f 

tbe Sina Hospital ( 

Ai Hi to Modem Hospital 

RBBk 

Princes Basrna fhnpitai 

GndtCcftoticHospiuf 
IN A! Nsfcs Hospital 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
. 642441/2 
.... 642365 
.... 636140 
. 664I71M 
.... 669131 
.... 845845 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
, 777101/3 
775111/26 
89161 1/15 
60224050 
.... 674155 


P9WM73Z 

.(ooywowo 

. (D21Z755SS 


AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hospital (03)314111 
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Investment projects to open 1,050 new jobs 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Council of Ministers recently approved 
several investment projects at a total cost of JD47.2 million, 
jcooramg to an announcement made Monday by Minister of 
Industry and Trade Bassam AI Saket. Dr. Saket said these 15 
projects will provide job opportunities to 1,050 job seekers. 

^ Minister to inspect education sector in Maan 

AMMAN, (Petra) — Minister of Education and Higher Education 
Khaled Al Omari Tuesday will meet with education alis ts in Maan 
governorate to discuss issues of concern to them. Dr. Omari will 
also inspect the Tawjihi examination halls in Maan, Shobak and 
Aqaba. 

Jordan to participate in disaster management meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will take part in a workshop on 
Disaster management, organised by the United Nations Develop- 
ment Fund "(UNDP) and the Geneva-based U.N. Department for 
Hu manit arian Affairs, according to Minister of Social Develop- 
ment Mohammad _ Al Sqour. Dr. Sqoor said the ministry has 
received an invitation to participate in the workshop, which will 
be held in October. He said Jordan has gained an experience in 
dealing with emergencies, most recently during the' Gulf crisis. 
Dr. Sqoor was speaking during a meeting with a delegation from 
the Regional Centre for Disasters and Reconstruction of the 
American University of Beirut. He said Jordan is in the process of 
forming a national task force to form a policy for addressing 
poverty as well. 

University, USAID sign water preservation accord 

AMMAN (Petra) — The University of Jordan and the United. 
States Agency for International Development (USAID) Tuesday 
signed an agreement, under which the USAID will support a 
programme for preserving water in the central Jordan Valley. The 
university's Water Research and Studies Centre will carry out a 
study on -the efficiency of field irrigation systems, diagnosing 
irrigation problems in die area and assessing the efficiency of the 
water distribution system. 

Algeria, Jordan reach TV agreement 

AMMAN (Petra) — - Director General of Jordan Radio and 
Television Cooperation Radi Al Khas and his Algerian counter- 
part Mustafa Obadah Tuesday signed a protocol of cooperation in 
the information and cultural fields. Under the protocol both 
-* H countries will exchange biweekly newsletters and monthly prog- 
famines, as well as air joint cultural and technical programmes. 
They also agreed to exchange technical expertise and provide 
trainin g opportunities for employees at both corporations. The 
protocol also calls for covering major and special events. 

Syria, Jordan open transport talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe J ordani an-Syri an Transport Committee 
Tuesday opened its three-day meetings in Amman. Tbe commit- 
tee wiD discuss resolutions by the Jordanian-Syrian Higher 
Committee, review tariffs in both countries, and debate means of 
organising die transport of passengers between the two countries. 
The Jordanian side to the meetings will be headed by Secretary 
General of the Ministry of Transport Awad Al Tal and the Syrian 
side will be headed by Omar Al Shurbaji, an advisor to tbe Syrian 
minister of transport. 

Free medical day held in Karak 

KARAK (Petra) — Manshiyaf Abu Hammour Club Tuesday 
organised^ fo cooperati on with private and public sector doctors, a 
^eeThefficaTday at Al Manshiyat Girls School near Karak. Club 
Secretary Abdul Hameed AI £ustanji said the doctors examined 
480 patients and offered 'mem free medicine. He said the 
medicine was donated by several medical institutions in Karak. 
Mr. Bustanji said the club has readied agreement with several 
doctors from the public and private sectors to organise a free 
medical day by the beginning of every month. 

CDD puts out 36 fires in past 48 hours 

' AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil Defence Department (CDD) dealt 
with 182 cat-s during the past 48 hours, including 36 fires, 144 first 
aid and 2 rescue cases, according tc the CDD’s Public Relations 
Department. The CDD in Aqaba extinguished a fire that 
engulfed a bouse in the coastal dty, according to Maj. Omar 
Tarawneh, director of Aqaba CDD. Major Tarawneh said the fire 
was caused by gas leakage from a worn-out gas house. Also in 
Aqaba the CDD dealt with 17 different accidents which resulted 
in two deaths and 9 injuries. 

Power producers, distributors meet 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Information Committee of tbe Arab 
Union for Producers and Distributors of Electricity held its first 
meeting here Tuesday with representatives of Jordan, Yemen, 
Bahrain, Libya and Algeria attending. Director General of the* 
Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) Mohammad Said Arafah 
addressed the meeting, stressting the need for establishing a data 
bank and for producing special booklets about electricity to help 
develop this important sector. He callfed on participants to utilise 
1 the computers and telecommunication equipment available to 
^ Arab electric authorities and to exchange information and 
technical consultations among these institutions. He also reiter- 
ated the importance of studies and scientific research and pledged 
the JEA's full support for the Amman-based union to enable it ro 
further develop the electricity sector in the Arab World. 

Environment seminar to begin Saturday 

AMMAN (Petra.} — A seminar on tbe environment will be 
organised Saturday by tbe University of Jordan's Water ana 
Environmental Studies Centre in cooperation with the Washing- 
ton State University. Centre Director Mohammad Shatnawi said 
the five-day seminar will discuss the effects of dams, reservoirs 
and irrigation projects on the environment, the effects of the use 
of recycled waste water on agricultural produce and human 
beings, environmental problems resulting from industrial de- 
velopment projects and the effects of solid waste on tbe 
environment. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tbe following listings are compiled from moo thfyb^letios and 
tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with tbe concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Exhibition of watercolours, 

■ by Prof. Elmar Dittmann at the Pboemx Art Gallery , Gardens 
Street. 

* Exhibition of paintings by artists Nawfll Abteii* Katfarn and 
Doth Tabbaa at tbeFrench Cultural Centre. 

* 

Centre. 

FILM 

☆ Feature film entitled “Silas Marner” at 7 p Jn at the British 
.Council {90 minutes) 



HUMAN RESOURCES LECTURE: His Royal 
Highness Prince Faisal Ben Al Hussein Tues- 
day attends a lecture by an international 
expert on industrial affairs and h uman re- 
sources, held at the Jordan Electricity Author- 


ity'. Also "Hwwfing the lecture by Fateh Ban- 
dar were Minis ter of State for Prime Ministry 
Affairs Jawad AJ Anani, Minister of Industry 
and Trade Bassam Al Saket and Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Resources Walid Asfour 


Veteran journalist reviews profession 

By Tareq Ayyoub r 

Special to the Jordan Times 


IRBID — Journalists should fight 
for their freedoms and should not 
compromise the ethics and codes 
of their profession, said Tareq 
Masarweh, editor-in-chief of Al- 
Ofoq weekly magazine, in a lec- 
ture at the Mass Communication 
and Journalism Department of 
Yannouk University Tuesday. 

Mr. Masarweh who was -re- 
viewing his long experience as a 
journalist during the past 30 
years, said “the press in our 
country has developed a great 
deal in shape, 1 but its substance 
has seized to develop.” 

Mr. Masarweh, who was 
addressing students and profes- 
sors at the department added 
“our press still depends largely on 
the foreign news agencies; the 
main stories of these newspapers 
are merely government prop- 
aganda and there are few stories 
on the people m our country.” 
Mr. Masarweh, who worked 



Tareq Masarweh 

with Al-Dustour and Al-Rai Ara- 
bic dailies and as general mana- 
ger of Radio Jordan, said “curb- 
ing the journalist's freedom not 
only exists in the third world 
countries, even the developed 
countries still impose censorship 
and restraints on their press.” 
The Western coverage of the 
Gulf war was a dear example of 
the bias of that press, he main- 
tained. 


Asked why he kept on criticis- 
ing the U.S. and neglecting 
domestic affairs that concern 
ordinary people in his daily col- 
umn at Al Ra'i. be said: “Tbe U.S. 
is the great danger to the Arab 
and Muslim worlds and we should 
use tbe media as a channel for 
motivation to tell our people ab- 
out this evil.” 

, Mr. Masarweh said the Arab re- 
naissance was at hand and once 
the Arabs regained their strength 
they would defy the “American 
rambo." 

Regarding the Middle East 
peace process, he said Israel was 
the main obstacle to this process 
and only the U.S. could convince 
Israer to withdraw from the occu- 
pied territories. 

He concluded his lecture by 
saying “American media has 
planted in the minds of all Amer- 
icans the hatred and hostility 
towards Arabs; this media is re- 
sponsible for the mis- 
understanding of the legitimate 
Arab demands.” 


Ancient 

pavement 

found 

AMMAN (Petra) — Construc- 
tion workers stumbled upon part* 
of an ancient pavement adjoining 
a colonnaded street in downtown 
Amman near the Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ), according to an 
announcement by the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities Tuesday. 

Department sources said that 
the 30 metre stretch of pavement 
dates back to the first century 
A.D. 

Department Director Safwan 
Tell said the pavement stones will 
be removed and later exhibited at 
Al Qalaa (citadel) Museum. 

He said the stretch originally 
formed part of the one running 
along the colonnaded street of 
Philadelphia (ancient Amman) 
from the present location of the 
Centra] Bank to the ate of the 
Husseini Mosque downtown. 


Ministry plans expansion 
of National Aid Fund 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Social Development plans 
to expand th$ National Aid Fund 
(NAF) projects to cover 30,000 
families in 1993 according to 
Minister of Social Development 
Mohammad AJ Sqour. 

The ministry's budget has been 
increased from JD 11 to JD 17 
million, thus enabling the minis- 
try to expand its services to the 
poor and disabled, and to those 
requiring special education, and 
to address the unemployment 
problem among graduates of the 
Soria! Service College, Dr. Sqour 
said. 

Speaking at a meeting in Ham- 
lan Community Development 
Centre, Dr. Suqour stressed the 
importance of public participa- 
tion in achieving self-reliance and 
advancing the development pro- 
cess. 

Dr. Sqour pointed out that tbe 
ministry seeks to meet tbe needs 


Y.j-J*:, 





Mohammad Al Sqour 

of poor and underprivileged peo- 
ple. 

He stressed the role commun- 
ity development centres can play 
in meeting their needs and impro- 
ving their soda! conditions. 

The H ami an Community De- 
velopment Centre provides basic 
services to citizens in cooperation 
with the governmental and non- 
governmental organisations. 


King: Jordan seeks comprehensive peace 


(Continued from page 1) 

to vote or to run in the coming 
elections. 

On the peace process. King 
Hussein said: “We derided to go 
to Madrid at a national meeting 
in Jordan, when all representa- 
tive bodies were invited to discuss 
the subject of peace and the 
opportunity of peace, and it is 
with that support that we went to 
Madrid and have been moving 
ever since. I am hopeful, I am 
optimistic and I am determined 
that we do everything we can to 
encourage progress towards a 
comprehensive settlement that 
■gives Palestinians their legitimate 
rights on their soil, that gives 
parties on either side of the divide 
tbeir security needs and their 
confidence in the future and that 
gives all those indirectly involved 
and further on beyond a chance 
to experience life as has never 
been the case so far and for the 
children of Abraham to come 
together and start as they should 
a new life with peace ana dignity, 
the kind of life that they can live 
with and protect in the times 
ahead .... based on justice and 
the conviction that they have 
resolved tbeir problem, the root 
case of instability in the Middle 
East and may be beyond. 

"“We hope that the United 
States will be able to play an 
active role in the times ahead, as 
a partner and as the major power 
in our world. 

On Jordan's relations with 
Arab countries King Hussein 
said: “As far as Arab states are 
concerned, we wish them all the 
best. We are proud to belong to 
this nation and have always 
sought within our Arab family the 
possible relations based on 
mutual respect, non-interference 
m the affairs of each other and for 


harmony and complimentarity to 
enable ns to face the future and 
all tbe challenges that are before 
us. We have passed through a 
difficult time, 1 believe, without 
democracy, without the participa- 
tion of ail in shaping the decisions 
that we have to go through and 
facing up to the misunderstand- 
ings, we might not have survived 
this recent difficulty.' 

“We look at the future with 
pride and hope and determina- 
tion, and we hope that the Arab 
family will come together and 
may be one day before too long 


we can see the kind of coopera- 
tion within our region for which 
we strove, be it the people who 
returned from the Gulf for stabil- 
ity and progress, ot be it Jordan 
in terms of history and policies at 
least we see something similar to 
what happened in Europe, 
where, regardless of the systems 
of government and regardless of 
the size of countries or nations, a 
great deal has been achieved. 
Arab hopes and aspirations will 
always be very close to us and a 
part of our need for a better 
future, for our people every- 
where.” 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL. 667171 


REQUIRED FOR 
IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT 

A major local contracting company is in need to employ 
qualified persons to work in Jordan as follows: 
Applicants must have excellent experience in road con- 
struction equipment: 

1 . One chief mechanical superintendent, experience with 
major companies in the same field of not less than 
twelve years. 

2. Two mechanics: heavy equipment, hydraulic systems 
and hydraulic pumps. 

3. One electrician for heavy equipment. 

4. One plant electrician, for asphalt mixing plants. 

5. One electrician for asphalt pavers. 

6. Two grader operators. 

Applicants must have experience not less than eight years 
with major companies in the same field. 

Please contact phone No. 816981 or send resume 
to P.O.Box 927172, Amman-Jordan 
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Arab livestock breeders examine 


ways to achieve food security 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Despite the 
Arab World's vast agricultural 
potential and enormous re- 
sources, its countries annually im- 
port S23 billion worth of food 
while nearly a million Arab chil- 
dren die annually from malnutri- 
tion, said Falah Jaber, secretary 
general of the Arab Union for 
Food Industries. 

Speaking Tuesday at the open- 
ing session of a pan- Arab seminar 
on cattle breeding and promoting 
livestock wealth, Dr. Jaber 
pointed to millions of hectares of 
cultivable land and resources 
such as oil, phosphate, potash 
and natural gas. 

At the meeting, Jordan called 
for immediate measures to inte- 
grate the Arab countries in the 
field of food processing as a 
means of ensuring food security. 

Addressing the session, Agri- 
culture Minister Marwan Kamal 


said Jordan supports measures 
aimed at enabling Arab countries 
to exchange information and data 
related to livestock development 
and cattle breeding. 

This is an important Arab 
meeting, said Dr. Kamal. be- 
cause it is designed to help Arab 
states deal with the chronic prob- 
lem of acquiring sufficient food. 

The three-day meeting was 
organised by the Arab Union for 
Food Industries in cooperation 
with tbe Ministry of Agriculture, 
the Jordan Cooperative Orga- 
nisation (JCO) and tbe Jordanian 
Cattle Breeders Association. 

The nine participating Arab 
states will review working papers 
on modem methods of cattle 
breeding, diseases affecting anim- 
als of the Arab World, the dairy 
industry, the role of cooperatives 
in dairy production and the ex- 


periments of the Jordanian cattle 
breeders among other topics. 

JCO Director General Jamal 
Bedour reviewed the challenge 
facing the Arab World and noted 
food security for the growing 
population could be listed at the 
top. 

The Arab population, he said, 
requires 268,000 tonnes of food 
supplies on a daily basis, but 
current Arab food production can 
barely cover 75 per cent of the 
needs. 

Noting that pasture lands cover 
only 13.8 per cent of the total 
area of the Arab World, Dr. 
Bedour said that this area is 
insufficient to produce red meat 
requirements. 

Dr. Bedour said cooperative 
societies in the Arab World could 
contribute more towards achiev- 
ing food security. 



Pan-Arab cooperation in livestock breeding could help region achieve food security (File photo) 


‘Pepsi pool’ dredging begins 

New recreation attraction to follow 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Following years of 
reported drowning and bodies 
being thrown in tbe so-called 
Pepsi pool located between Am- 
man and Ruseifa, dredging of tbe 
foul-smelling, insect infested, 
stagnant accumulation is reported 
to have begun. 

Amman municipality said it has 
just embarked on a two-stage' 
project to transform the danger- 
ous catch-all into a recreational 
attraction. 

. Mayor Mohammad AJ Bashir 


said work has already started on 
draining the contaminated water, 
which is being dumped over a 
vast area of land away from the 
pond. 

Then, the various imparities 
and rubbish will be removed, said 
the mayor and pure water will be 
pumped into the basin and trees 
planted along its edges. 

Local residents had reported 
.that several children had 
drowned in the pond and cases of 
murder victims being dumped in 
the water were also reported, 
according to municipality 
sources. 


They said residents had com- 
plained also about the stench 
rising from tbe stagnant mass 
where rubbish and old tyres had 
been dumped over the years. 

Amman municipality had re- 
ceived a flood of complaints from 
the local residents calling for the 
dredging of the pool. 

Following a visit to the site 
Mayor Bashir announced that the 
draining was underway on the 1.5 
kilometre long, 50 metre wide 
pond, not far from Pepsi Cola 
factory. The mayor said the 
dredging would take one month 
to complete. 



Dredging of the dangerous and fouLsmelling water transform the area into a recreational environ- 
accumulation near the Pepsi Cola factory between menL 
Amman and Russeifa has begun, with (dans to 


CANADA DAY 

In celebration of Canada Day, all 
Canadian citizens in Jordan are 
invited to attend a picnic which 
will be held on Thursday, July 1st, 
from 5 to 8 p.m. in the Yajuz area. 
Activities will include tree plant- 
ing ceremony, barbecue, live 
music and door prizes . 
Canadians interested in attend- 
ing should bring proof of 
citizenship to the embassy to 
obtain free entrance ticket, map 
and information sheet. The 
embassy will not provide trans- 
portation. 


Fete du Canada 

En I’honneur de la Fdte du Canada, 
les canadiennes et les canadiens 
rdsidant en Jordanie sent cordiale- 
ment invit6(e)s a un pique-nique qui 
aura lieu jeudi le premier juillet & 
Yajuz. Nous organiserons pour cei- 
te occasion, une edrdmonie de 
plantation d'arbres, un barbecue, 
des musiciens et des prix d’entree. 
Les canadiennes et canadiens 
ddsirant venir sont prides de se 
presenter a 1‘ambassade avec 
preuve de citoyennetd pour obtenir 
un carton d’entrde, un plan et ur. 
feuillet de renseignements. Le 
transport jusqu'au site n'est pas 
foumi. 
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of values 


UNLESS THE world community contributes men and 
money to protect U.N. -designated “safe areas” for 
Muslims in beleaguered Bosnia-Herzegovina, it might 
as well tear «ip Security Council resolutions and arm 
Muslim forces, French President Francois Mitterrand 
told European Community (EC) leaders Tuesday 
before they agreed to heed U.N. demands for more 
troops to halt Serb aggressions. Since additional EC 
forces would do little to end the Serb onslaught on the 
outgunned M uslims , arming the Bosnian Muslims 
would at least give them a chance to defend them- 
selves. 

After a lengthy debate during a two-day summit, the 
EC leaders, in a bid to demonstrate that they are not 
abandoning the Muslims, agreed to commit the new 
troops. But abandoning Muslims is precisely what 
Europe and indeed the world have been guilty of since 
the conflict erupted after the collapse of former 
Yugoslavia. 

The many peace attempts that crumbled at Serb 
intransigence and world inaction speak of one reality: 
Nothing short of military action would stop Serb 
attacks and their heinous Nazi-style crimes against a 
people whom the world has deserted. 

But the world, especially Europe, is unwilling to be 
dragged into a conflict that, as it festers, has proven 
the bankruptcy of European political and moral 
values. One alternative remains: allow the Bosnian 
Muslims access to arms with which they can defend 
themselves. If they lose, the world will only be blamed 
for failing to silence the guns and curbing a conflict in 
which power once again conquered over justice and 
human values. Still the world community continues to 
carry the blame, and the shame, for not helping them' 
or letting them help themselves. 

When former U.S. President George Bosh proc- 
laimed a new world order at the end of the Golf war, 
he boasted that few of us here took for more than 
empty rhetoric aimed at justifying a war fought for 
Western interests — nothing more nothing less. We 
were right. The world cannot let aggression pay, said 
the former U.S. commander and chief. But that world 
too often has been guilty of just that. Bosnia, 
regrettably, is another case in point. 

In Bosnia, aggression is paying, and handsomely so. 
The Bosnian Muslims Wednesday would be forced to 
negotiate a settlement drafted by the aggressors. They 
will have to negotiate the division of their country 
according to terms dictated by the Serbs and the 
Croats. What better reward could the aggressors hope 
to reap? 

While aggression is paying, advocates of the new 
world order sit deafeningly silent. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL DUSTOUR daily Tuesday said that the Arabs are not 
expecting positive steps to be achieved from the 10th round of 
Arab-Isracli negotiations which are resuming this week. After 
nine fruitless sessions, the two sides find themselves back to 
square one. not achieving any progress towards a settlement, said 
the paper. Even the Israeli negotiators have recently expnssed 
disappointment over the lack of progress at the talks with the 
Arab side although they realise that it is the Israeli government 
which is placing obstacles in the path of a settlement, the paper 
said. Tn view of this situation, said the paper, the 10th round is 
bound to end in total deadlock, causing more disappointments for 
the two sides and dealing a blow to the credibility of the 
co-sponsors. It is regrettable to see the United States, which had 
pledged to act as a full partner at the negotiations, doing nothing 
to give impetus to the peace talks or pressuring the Israelis to end 
their intransigent stand, continued the daily. It is indeed the lost 
chance for the U.S. administration to act constructively and push 
the process forward so that the two parties can advance towards 
peace, urged the paper. We call on the United States, which is 
hosting the talks, to act as a driving force and a full partner in the 
peace process so that the Middle East ration can taste peace, the 
paper said. 


AHMAD ARAFAT, a guest columnist in A1 Ra’i, said that the 
Palestinians who continue to confront the Zionist onslaught and 
occupation, also are pressured and blackmailed by the Arab 
states. After losing their means of living in the Gulf following the 
Gulf war, the Palestinians find themselves with no income and 
suffering from repression and occupation, said the writer. Indeed, 
Israel and the United States have sought to corner the Palesti- 
nians in such a manner that they can give in to Israel’s pressure 
and accept compromise solutions or sell out their national rights, 
he said. Under the continued pressure, starvation and siege, the 
Palestinians could succumb to the desires of the aggressors, said 
the writer. Those Arabs who are helping to subdue the patriotic 
feelings of the Palestinians and stifle' their resistance realise that 
women and children's lives are at stake here, and should the 
Palestinian people give in to the desires of the aggressors, the 
Palestinian negotiators in Washington could lose their most 
important cards in their dealings with the Israeli side, continued 
the writer. He said that by depriving the PLO and its cultural 
health and information institutions of Arab financial assistance 
with which it can pursue its efforts world wide, the Palestinians 
are bound to give in to the pressure and could accept any solution 
(hat would be detrimental to Arab national interests. 


Human rights 


The West 
is challenged 
by Asia 


By Alan Riding 


VIENNA — It is tempting to 
reduce the global human rights 
debate today to a clash of good 
guys against bad guys, of western 
democracies against Asian dicta- 
torships, of countries defending 
the principle of universal human 
rights against Third World 
attempts to water down the con- 
cept with economic, cultural and 
religious arguments. 

It is all the more tempting 
because the attack on traditional 
“western” human rights is being 
led by the likes of China, Syria 
and Iran, countries not exactly 
renowned for their love of demo- 
cracy. Further, with barely a 
blush, the Asian bloc seems to 
have assumed the Soviet bloc's 
old role of opposing international 
'‘meddling” on human rights. 

Yet halfway through the World 
Conference on Human Fights, 
the first such gathering in 25 
years, it is apparent that the 
debate is becoming more compli- 
cated: not only do some of the 
Third World's economic argu- 
ments have validity, but lobbies 
in the West are now claiming 
special rights for, say. women, 
children, indigenous peoples, 
migrant workers and the hand- 
icapped. 

As a result, the notions en- 
shrined in the 1948 Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights — 
the right to life and security, 
along with a host of “negatives,” 
such as the rights not to be 
tortured, raped, imprisoned with- 
out due cause or “disappeared” 

— are in danger of becoming lost 
in a broader discussion about 
democracy’, development, culture 
and religion. 

Led by the United States, west- 
ern nations — now backed by 
Moscow and its former satellites 

— say they prefer to end die 
Vienna conference without 
agreement Friday if the alterna- 
tive is a final document that 
threatens the principle of univer- 
sal human rights. They are also 
determined to give the United 
Nations greater power to monitor 
and denounce human rights 
abuses.^ 

In this, they are being strongly 
supported by delegates from over 
1,000 non-governmental orga- 
nisations, including many from 
Asia, who dismiss the Third 
World’s “relativist" arguments as 
nothing more than excuses for 
authoritarian regimes. 

The meeting last week verged 
at times on the surreal. On the 
first floor, human rights groups 
busily denounced everything 
from attacks on Guatemalan In- 
dians to trafficking in Thai 
women. One floor above, the 
diplomats could discuss only 
general principles. 


“By positioning itself 
as judge of the world’s 
behaviour, the West is 
also vulnerable to 
charges of upholding 
double standards. To- 
day’s worst atrocities 
are taking place in 
Bosnia, and the West 
has done little to stop 
{/rein. Germany’s 
Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel also bad' 
to recite a public mea 
culpa last week about 
the * xenophobic out- 
rages’ in his own 
country.” 


Yet, by positioning itself as 
judge of the world's behaviour, 
the West is also vulnerable to 
charges of upholding double stan- 
dards. Today’s worst atrocities 
are taking place in Bosnia, and 
the West has done little to stop 
them. Germany’s Foreign Minis- 
ter, Klaus Kinkel. also had to 
recite a public mea culpa last 
week about the “xenophobic out- 
rages” in his own country. 

In addition, it is not forgotten 
here that the West was once 
happy to back anti-communist 
dictatorships and now protects 
despotic Arab monarchies out of 
fear of Islamic fundamentalism. 

Yet perhaps the greatest weak- 
ness m the West's case is that it 
has traditionally emphasised poli- 
tical over economic rights. “It's 
hard for people who have never 
faced hanger or illiteracy to 
understand bow crucial they are 
to a majority of mankind," Reed 
Brody of the International Hu* 
man Rights Law Group said. 
“Ask an American about human 
rights and he’ll say: freedom of 
speech. Ask an African woman 
about human rights and shell 
say: the right to feed her children. 


In a switch in American policy, 
the Clinton administration has 
decided to recognise the “right to 
development." Last week, most 
western countries also paid lip 
service to the “indivisibility” of 
human rights which means, as 
Pierre Sand, the head of Amnesty 
International, put it, that “you 
can't choose between torture and 
starvation.” Yet the West's focus 
at this conference is still on civil 
and political rights. 

As a result, while repressive 
regimes in say, China, Cuba, 
Iran, Burma, Vietnam and Syria 
may have have little credibility 
when they claim that human 
rights are strictly internal mat- 
ters. they and others — among 
them, Singapore, Malaysia and 
Indonesia — have won more sym- 
pathy for their argumenr that 
economic development is a more 
immediate priority than western- 
style democracy. 
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Perhaps the 
greatest weakness 
in the West’s case 
is that it has tradi- 
tionally empha- 
sised potitical over 
economic rights . 
It’s hard for people 
who have never 
faced hunger or 
illiteracy to under- 
stand how crucial 
they are to a 
majority of man- 
kind . Ask an 
American about 
human rights and 
he’ll say: freedom 
of speech . Ask an 
African woman ab- 
out human rights 
and sbe’U say: the 
right to feed her 
children.” 


Indeed, without bothering to 
point to democracy's dismal re- 
cord in lifting Third World coun- 
tries out of poverty, many Aslan 
one-party states can boast ex- 
traordinary economic growth of 
late. “The argument that human 
rights is the precondition for de- 
velopment is unfounded,” said 
China '5 Deputy Foreign Minister 
Liu Huagiu. 

In justifying his country’s one- 
party system, Singapore's Fore- 
ign Minister Wong Kan Seng 
recalled that the United States, 
Britain and France took 200 years 
to consolidate democracy. And 
he argued that democracy can 
still J>e interpreted differently. 
“Singaporeans, for instance, do 
not agree that pornography is an 
acceptable manifestation of free 
expression or that homosexual 
relationships are just a matter of 
life style choice,” he said. 

He also said that “loo much 
stress on individual rights over 
the rights of the community will 
retard progress.” For example, 
he went on, Singaporean society 
protects itself by requiring any- 
one “who behaves in a suspicious 
manner” to be tested for drug 
use. Elsewhere, “the commun- 
ity's interests are sacrificed be- 
cause of the human rights of drug 
consumers and traffickers. ” 

Indonesia's Foreign Minister 
Ali A la t as went further, arguing 
that, because human rights exist 
as a function of history, culture, 
value systems, geography and 
phases oi development, they are 
“the competence and responsibil- 
ity of each government.'* In other 
words: West keep out. 

But this is not another North- 
South schism. Most Latin Amer- 
ican and some African countries 
now agree that universal human 
rights exist. Last week, Nigeria, 
Gambia and Uganda endorsed 
the American proposal that a new 
United Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Human Rights be 
appointed. 

Indeed, in a sense, the confer- 
ence can already claim success. If 
Asian countries are attacking uni- 
versal human rights, it is because 
they are under under doscr scru- 
tiny- And if non-governmental 
organisations are stronger, it is 
because peoples’ awareness of 
their "‘right'* to human rights is 
growing. “This movement is 
more important than the confer- 
ence,'* one American official said 
— The New York Tunes. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. AbdaUaM&M 


Protection: More of a barrier 
than a thrust if unwisely used 


Protection refers to the various forms of barriers installed in the 
face of imports with the purpose of aiding domestic products. 
These products comprise all sorts of goods and services. Some- 
body construed, somehow, this term to mean only industrial 
products. A set of faulty policy prescriptions had been bred by 
this misconception and widely circulated. 

The zealots of free markets and ideologues of international 
trade maintain that domestic industrial products which enjoy 
protection laze behind the walls of protection and thus lose 
incentives to improve the quality of their products or to cut their 
production costs; therefore, protection tends to court inefficient 
enterprises and to bring up an ailing economy. 

There is no need to dispute this argument. Improving the 
quality of manufactured goods and cutting their production costs 
require the application of technologies, production techniques, 
management methods and quality control systems -which may be 
beyond the reach of industrial projects in developing countries. 
But this is not applicable to other products nor is it true at all 
times. 

What we have mainly in mind here is agricultural products. The 
agricultural sector in ail developing countries must be treated as a 


x Now the advanced countries 

ridicule protection for ^ offer yeiy 


runcuic -er— t. niceties and oner very 

themselves shrug off to tbeir agriculture. It a 

generous and permanent prote^on to ^ developing 

interesting to notice that opponents 


i renames in advanced ones, 

countries are more fanatic than their coueagu»_ 


very special case. Jordan produces vegetables, fruits and poultry 
ana ignores other field crops, especially grains. Eggs, chickens, 


cheese, milk, onions, chicpeas, lentils, broadbeans, peaches 
grapes and apples, to name a few products produced by Jordan, are 
in no way inferior to those produced by any other countries in 
terms of quality. On the contrary, they outperform the products 
of developed countries on this count. And thanks to low wages, 
they even have an edge in prices. 

Very obviously, the argument against protection based on 
industrial products crumbles in the case of agricultural products. 
Nevertheless, the pundits of free international trade use it to 


unmes are more a _ pKes to 

ceS. “Si 

fofbSidays abroad or to ration the ntnn b^ of ^vetets^road 

used" to disrepute protection- _ 

ism at large. 

And even in the case of industry, the argument I*"?®® I ? ai1 
nttrfy SSminato way. No. all 

protection and others may make very good*** £ 

SSrStoan had a very roccessM dgar«nK |^a^^^ 

being annihilated by foreign competition. The .meorefccians seem 
to fail to realise that the improvement of 

the only outcome of open mSkManotta r V^iSfSSSi 
the perishing of commercially viable and/or na&onaUy 
doirStic enterprises. If given, protection DarihnotfeflM^D 
industrial products nor should it be permanent. The «»»P^tian 
factor can be provided, partially at least, through having a 
multiplicity of domestic projects. 

A sound protection policy proves import 
needed to corroborate export policies. If such a substitution does 
not materialise in the case of manufacturing goods, it wiD be a 
guaranteed result, and success, in agriculture. Developing coun- 
tries are advantaged, or least disadvantaged, m prodwuig 
agricultural goods: In the case of Jordan, agriculture provides, 
additionally, a strategic long-term solution to hitherto chronic 
unemployment. 
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Direct voting brings U.S. -style 
mud-slinging to Italy 




v. 


By Stephen Addison 

Reuter 


ROME — Italy's next genera] 
election is likely to be one of the 
dirtiest in the country's history if 
weekend local polls are any guide, 
political commentators said 

New direct voting rules and the 
rise of the rabble-rousing North- 
ern League turned the city hall 
campaigns into U.S.-styie siug- 
fests where no blow was too low. 

“It was surprising to sec how 
personal it all became,” said one 
senior diplomat. "There's bound 
to be much tarring with brushes 
in the next campaign.” 


obviously not part of his culture 
— he uses thelntimidation and 
aggression of the fascists.” 
Insults flew, too, in Catania, 
the e3st Sicilian city under Mount 
Etna where popular former 
Mayor Enzo Bianco was up 
against Claudio Fava, whose 
magazine editor father was also 
murdered by the Mafia, in 1980. 


A leaflet apparently issued by 
supporters of Mr. Fava ra odring- 
jy accused Mr. Bianco of marital 
impropriety and tax evasion. Mr. 
Bianco in turn alleged Mr. Fava’s 
leftist coalition had the support of 
old guard politicians too corrupt 
to stand for election. 

The city hall polls were the first 
.in which the electorate had been 


able to see the candidates. Pre- 
viously they had merely voted for 
party lists and the mayors would 
then be chosen by politicians — 
with much horse trading in 
smoke-filled rooms. 

The same principle will be en- 
shrined in national parliamentary 
elections which analysts expect by 
spring 1994. 
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Sunday's voting was a run-off 
between the leading two candi- 
dates for mayor in 145 cities and 
towns including Milan and Turin 
in the north ana Catania in Sicily. 

The first round earlier this 
month bad generally eliminated 
the scandal-tainted Christian 
Democrats and Socialists, leaving 
local personalities backed by re- 
formist parties and popular 
alliances to go head-to-head in 
the decider. 


It had confirmed the devastat- 
ing effects of the country's 17- 
month corruption scandal on the 
traditional parties and the rise of 
both the league and the ex-com- 
munist Democratic Party of the 
Left (PDS). 

But political analysts said the 
local nature of the second-round 
debate made it an unreliable 
snapshot of the national picture. 

"It was mostly about sweeping 
the streets and keeping the parks 
dean.” said another diplomat, 
“but it certainly generated a lot of 
heat,’* 


Most of the mud was slung by 
league leader Umberto Bossi, 
whose candidate Marco Formen- 
tini, a 63-year-old former Euro- 
pean Community bureaucrat, 
captured 57.1 per cent of the vote 
in Milan to defeat leftist rival 
Nando Dalla Chicsa.. 

Mr. Dalla Chicsa, the son of a 
police general gunned down by 
the Mafia a decade ago, was 
subjected to a barrage of insults 
by Mr. Bossi, including being 
called “Nando Dalla Cosa Nos- 
tra". 

* An outraged Dalla Chicsa 
commented Monday: “Civility is 
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Clean vegetables 

Key to health and 
successful marketing 
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By Barbara Al Baroudi 

. Special to the Jordan Times 

^AMMAN— We have all been 
told that We should Wash and pee] 
raw vegetables before eating 
them, we usually think of this in 
relation to stomach troubles. 
Another very good reason to ralfp 
this precaution seriously is pesti- 
cide residues .The highest residual 
pesticide levels in Jordan are 
found in vegetables grown in 
plastic greenhouses in the Jordan 
Valley. Tests have- shown that 
cucumbers, eggplant, potatoes, 
hot peppers, squash, tomatoes 
and mint may have relatively high 
levels. This does not mean that 
one should stop eating veget- 
ables. The first rale is to wash the 
vegetables under water, scrub- 
bing them well. This alone can 

„ cut the residual level by 90 per 

%cent, and cooking lowers it even 
further. Varying the diet by : eat- 
ing many different kinds of food, 
and not overeating any particular 
one, can also help. Fruit does not 
seem to have high residual pesti- 
cide residues. 

Pesticide is a general term that 
covers insecticides, fungicides, 
bactericides and herbicides. 
name indicates the targeted pest 
or problem. Pesticide use is a 
general concern because pesti- 
cides are hazardous to the en- 
vironment, human beings and 
animals. They can be defined as 
poisons of low, medium and high 
toxicity formulated to kill target 
pests. 

_j, The use of pesticides in the last 

•■tfD years has helped increase the 
food simply, obviously an impor- 
tant advantage. The disadvan- 
tages are often the result of the 
natural human reaction: ‘If a 
tittle is good, more is better.” 

Chemical companies that pro- 
duce pesticides have done a great 
deal of research into their use and 
have learned over the years the 
optimum doses for best results 
and least damage to people, 
.animals and the environment. 
Most commonly used pesticides 
are of three types. The chlorin- 
ated hy dr ocarbons (DDT deriva- 
tives, etc.) are the most toxic and 
stay in the environment for 20 to 
p years. The organophosphate 
group disappears more quickly. 
Tb? carbamates are the least tox- 
ic/ Companies that jnanufacture * 
pesticides have not always adtaU* 
jregponsfoty As the dangeifeHof- 
DDT derivatives became known, 
Europe and North America ban- 


ned them, and Jordan decided to 
stop using them, but most of the 
rest of the world was not aware of 
the problem. Since the companies 
still had large quantities of un- 
sold, banned products in stock, it 
is not surprismgjhat much of that 
supply found its way to countries 
where they were not banned. 

Pesticides can cause either 
acute or chronic toxicity in man. 
Acute toxicity has an immediate 
effect. Chronic toxicity is very 
dangerous also because it is a 
slow build-up that often has no 
warning signs until some critical 
level is reached. People can be 
affected in the .following ways: 

1) By direct contact. The work- 
er who applies the pesticide is 
exposed by inhaling, ingesting or 
touching it. The symptoms 
appear as poisoning. One gram- 
me of some of the highly toxic 
pesticides can kill a person, 
whereas it takes 20 or 30 gram- 
mes of those of moderate or low 
toxicity. 

2) Through the food chain. 
Environmental contamination 
finds its way into the food chain 
and can reach high levels through 
bio-accumulation. People are ex- 
posed through the meat (herbi- 
vores and carnivores), fish (de- 


pending on water solubility) and 
plants (mostly vegetables) that 
they eat 

The concern about “permissi- 
ble levels” for pesticide residues 
in food and water has resulted in 
considerable international re- 
search. Jordan has done some 
research and a more comprehen- 
sive study is in progress. 

How pesticide use has affected 
ground and surface water as well 
as soil and food stuffs are issues 
that will be tackled by the study. 

Laws concentrating on agri- 
cultural products began to be 
passed in 1985. A system of fines 
for agricultural offenses was 
established in 1973, and the 
largest fine is JD 100 (not much 
of a deterrent). In Germany, the 
fines are higher and planting is 
forbidden for two years after a 
conviction. In the U.S., on-the- 
spot analysis of produce is under- 
taken, and California alone has 
2,000 trained people to imple- 
ment this policy whereas Jordan 
has very few trained people work- 
ing on the problem. 

What Jordan needs now is an 
agricultural extension service to 
pass on research results to the 
formers and to help them under- 
stand the importance of the prop- 


er use of pesticides. In a study 
using a questionnaire, more than 
60 per cent of the farmer* 
answered that they did not re- 
spect the waiting period between 
applying pesticides and harvest- 
ing crops. 

The alternatives to pesticides 
are “integrated pest manage- 
ment”, using resistant strains and 
less water, and “biological con- 
trol” using beneficial insects. Pes- 
ticides kill both “good” and 
“bad” insects. The “good" ones 
have to be replaced and allowed 
to live. This takes some time. It is 
not viable to stop pesticides all at 
once; the change needs to be 
phased in gradually. The most 
important thing is to use pesti- 
cides sparingly and carefully. Jor- 
dan hopes to work more on this 
aspect of the problem in the 
future. 

If consumers become aware of 
pesticide residue levels in pro- 
duce and insist that they want this 
problem solved, it is the begin- 
ning of a solution. Farmers have 
to know that there is an economic 
as well as a health advantage to 
the proper use of pesticides, and 
both the local and the export 
markets have to insis t on “clean” 
fruit and vegetables. 



Wasting and peetxng could remove a large 
percentage of pesticides used, not always 


wisely, by formers wishing to obtain a higher 
yield (File photo) 




Madrid bombs show Basque ETA 
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By Robert Hart 

1 Reuter 

MADRID — Two car bombs that 
exploded in Madrid on Monday 
showed that the Basque separat- 
ist ETA guerrillas can still strike 
with deadly effect despite a string 
of political and militazy setbacks, 

- Spanish politicians said. 

J “Unfortunately ETA is not yet 

Entirety finished,” said Baltasar 
Garzon, Spain’s most famous 
crime-fighting judge now turned 
Socialist parliamentarian. 

.A < The two bombs, which killed 
Ffjtil)/ $even people, including five soh 
'piers, and injured at least a dozen 
more, went off in the centre of 
the Spanish capital one hour 
fcpart and at the height of the 
^norning rush hour. 

The ETA (Basque homeland 
freedom) has not claimed 
“ Tity for the bombs, but 

t immediately fell on the 

group, which has been waging a 
violent campaign for an indepen- 
dent Basque state for the past 25 
hears, killing more than 750000* 
pie and injuring some 3,000. 

■ “The important and unfortun- 
ate thing for us is that the ETA 
I n fra s tructure in Madrid is still 
fntact,” Mr. Garzon told a radio 
interviewer. 

I The car bomb has been one of 
their favourite and most deadly 
Weapons in attacks generally 
aimed at Spam’s security forces 
but which have frequently also 
paused civilian deaths. 

« Car bombs in Madrid have 
killed 37 people and injured 134 
Since 1985. Four car bombs in the 
iztal lost year killed seven 
and military and injured 
i other 22 people. 

Spanish political and security 
Officials insist that ETA is politi- 
cally defeated, with support 
prahnng away even in the Basque 
country, where a peace move- 
ment brings thousands onto the 
Streets to protest every act of 
violence. 

; But they admit that, even with 
pnly a hand fu l of guerrillas still 
active, tiie ETA can still make its 
deadly presence felt. 

\ “As long as there are a few 
Committed terrorists left, they 
can plant a bomb or cany out a 
isbootibg. Hie fish has been 
hooked mid is dying but the last 
lashes of its tail can do 


tremendous damage,” a Basque 
politician told Reuters recently. 

Security officials have several 
times this year reported evidence 
of ETA plans to stage a publicity- 
grabbing attack in Madrid. 

“We're not entirely surprised 
at the attacks,” an Interior Minis- 
try spokesman said after Mon- 
day’s blasts. “We knew there 
were several terrorists active in 
Madrid. What we didn’t know 
was where or when they would 
strike.” 

Until Monday’s attacks, ETA’s 
activities in 1993 had been limited 
to four murders in the Basque 
city of San Sebastian. The guerril- 
las shot dead one businessman, a 
prison officer, a civil guardsman 
and an alleged drugs trafficker in 
separate attacks. 

The guerrillas, whose bloodiest 
year was 1980, when 124 people 
died, suffered their biggest set- 
back at the hands of security 
forces when their three top milit- 
ary commanders were arrested in 
a hideout in southern France in 
March, 1992. 

Since then Spanish and French 


police have seized dozens more 
guerrillas and collaborators on 
both sides of the border and 
wiped out ETA “commandos” in 
the Basque country and in the 
Barcelona area. 

In interviews with Reuters last 
month members of radical and 
moderate Basqoe nationalist par- 
ties said they were convinced 
ETA was looking for a face- 
saving political formula to enable 
them to end the violence. 

“The fear of the people has 
gone and the peace movement 
has gained such strength that 
ETA is left with virtually no 
backing in our society,*' said 
Mario Onaindia, former ETA 
militant and now Socialist politi- 
cian. 

“The consolidation of our 
democracy over the years has hit 
them. The recent cooperation be- 
tween the Ertzaintza (Basque 
autonomous police) and the 
French has hit them. They have 
got to look for a way oat through 
dialogue.'’ 

On Friday Francisco Mugjca 


Garmendia, ETA supreme com- 
mander arrested in March fast 
year, was sentenced to 10 years 
jail by a Paris court. Two lieute- 
nants were given eight and six 
years. 

There was speculation that 
Monday’s bombs could have been 
an ETA response to the sent- 
ences. 

But a statement by the mod- 
erate Basque Nationalist Party 
(PNV) Linked the bombs to a 
poor showing by the radical Herri 
Batasuna Party, which supports 
ETA*, in June 6 general elections. 

“ETA has ‘celebrated’ its elec- 
toral failure with a macabre 
attack. We have always said ETA 
can cany out attacks tike today’s- 
...but that does not alter our 
conviction that they are in an 
irreversible, terminal condition,” 
the statement said. 

Mr. Batasuna’s party lost two 
of its four parliamentary seats 
while Socialist Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez has approached 
the PNV and Catalan nationalists 
to join a coalition. 
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A victim the hand iff a passerby after a car bomb blast , in central Madrid on June 21 
(AFP photo) 


Russia’s nuclear elite ring 
alarm bells as crisis deepens 


By Mark Trevelyan 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — Smarting from the 
loss of their elite cold war status, 
Russia’s nuclear scientists are 
raising their voices in a chorus of 
protest with worrying implica- 
tions for Moscow and the 
West. 

Scientists at a top nuclear 
weapons centre, complaining of 
scarce food and medicines and 
two-month delays in getting paid, 
warned Russia’s leaders this 
month of the risk of a Chernobyl- 
type disaster. 

The experts at Arzamas-16, 
where Andrei Sakharov and 
others developed the Soviet atom 
bomb, said accidents on a par 
with the world’s worst nuclear 
catastrophe could not be ruled 
out if standards kept on sliding. 

A spokesman for the Atomic 
Energy Ministry, which runs Rus- 
sia's network of 10 dosed nuclear 
dries, said the protest came as no 
surprise. 

“They're saying this not in 
order to blackmail us, but to 
prevent it from happening,” 
spokesman Sergei Yermakov said 
in a telephone interview. 

“The Finance Ministry isn’t 
paying the wages to oar ministry 
and we have no money to pay 
state employees for June ...it’s 
not our sdentists’ fault and it’s 
not our ministry’s fault — it’s not 
receiving any money.” 

The Arzamas scientists, in an 
open letter to parliament, the 
government and President Boris 
Yeltsin, outlined nightmare sce- 
narios that have haunted the 
West since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union in 1991. 

Chief among these are the fear 
that nuclear experts could sell 
their secrets to radical anti- 
western states such as Libya or 
Iraq, or that Russia's own 
weapons may be prone to acci- 
dents. 

“Degrading” conditions, the 
sdentists said, encouraged em- 
ployees to seek work elsewhere. 
This could lead to nuclear spetial- 
ists leaving Russia and taking 
their expertise with them. 

The government could not 
afford to take short cots on nuc- 
lear research and safety because a 
serious accident involving just 
one weapon could cost $500 mil- 
lion or more to dean up. 

Built on the site of a former 
monastery* surrounded by thick 
forest and ringed by barbed wire. 


Arzamas was the key link in a 
chain of secret nudear cities that 
did not appear on any map. 

A top scientist at another sec- 
ret fad lity, Chelyabinsk-70, re- 
called in an interview with Reu- 
ters the pressures he and his 
colleagues had faced in the 1960s 
and 1970s to match the Amer- 
icans in developing ever more 
deadly and accurate weaponry. 

“We were so committed to our ' 
work, the need to defend the 
motherland and create a nuclear 
shield so as not to be defenceless 
...we worked not out of fear but 
out of consdence and the need to 
create a counterbalance," he 
said. 

“Of course we believed we 
would definitely not be the first to 
start a war, we believed it was 
needed -for defence. Now we 
think the fact that no Third 


World war started means nudear 
deterrence played its role.” 
With the end of the add war 
and the onset of economic crisis 
in Russia, the future looks bleak. 
As the newspaper Rossiiskaya 
Gazeta put itr “The science dries 
have all come to the end of the 
line in their role of strengthening 
the country’s defensive capacity. 
Their new role is as yet unclear.” 
The nudear specialists, once 
the Soviet scientific elite, have 
seen their privileges and real 
disastrously eroded. 
Chelyabinsk expert, whose 
monthly wage was about 50,000 
roubles (about $50) in May, com- 
plained that shops in the isolated 
community charged sky-high 
prices because of the absence of 
local competition. 

Echoing a grievance of his 
Arzamas colleagues, he said 


medical care was fast deteriorat- 
ing. 

“Patients have been discharged 
from the hospital because there 
was no food or medicine to give 
them. Others have had to take 
their own sheets to the hospital be- 
cause the bedding was un- 
washed.” 

In the aftermath of the Soviet 
Union's collapse in 1991, both 
Moscow and the West were an- 
xious to safeguard the future of 
Russia's nuclear sdentists. Mr. 
Yeltsin visited Arzamas in Febru- 
ary 1992 and pledged to stop 
living standards there from fall- 
ing. 

. U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker toured Chelyabinsk-70 the 
same month in a spectacular illus- 
tration of “glasnost”, telling em- 
ployees it was the “highest prior- 
ity of the United States and our 
allies, as well as the Russian 
government, to help you over- 
come your hardship”. 

Atom Ministry spokesman 
Yermakov said a planned inter- 
national centre to finance “con- 
version” projects for Russian ato- 
mic spetialists, was awaiting 
approval by parliament. It was 
backed by some $40 million of 
western cash. 

“It will examine proposals by 
Russian sdentists, select the most 
promising ones and, roughly 
speaking, pay their wages and 
support them so they have a 
motive not to leave,” be said. 

Centres like Arzamas have 
already taken big strides to con- 
vert to non-military production, 
focusing on products such as fibre 
optics and medical equipment. 

Mr. Yermakov said Atomic 
Energy Minister Viktor 
Mikhailov was negotiating with 
the government on how to re- 
solve the immediate cash crisis. 

Hie Chelyabinsk sdentists said 
it was time for the government to 
take fundamental decisions about 
the future of nuclear weapons. 

“We’re fighting to get the top 
levels of government to pay some 
attention to our affairs and create 
acceptable living conditions for 
people involved in this work. Or 
dot the i’s and cross the t’s and 
say Russia is no longer a nuclear- 
power and you're on your own, 
comrades,” he said. 

“I believe people working in 
this field should think only about 
what they're doing. They 
shouldn’t have to think about 
bow they're going to feed their 
family.” 
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Lloyd’s of London unveils 
biggest loss in 306 years 


LONDON (R) — Lloyd’s of Lon- 
don unveiled a record £2.92 bil- 
lion ($4.33 billion) loss Tuesday, 
threatening the survival of the 
306-year-old insurance market 
and the future of many of its 
more than 30.000 members. 

The result for 1990 was slightly 
worse than predicted in April by 
Lloyd's Chairman David Row- 
land and followed losses of £2.06 
billion (S3 .05 billion) in 1989 and 
£510 million (S756 million) in 
1988. 

Mr. Rowland said of the grim 
result for the world's oldest and 
largest insurance market: “It rep- 
resents in every way the low point 
of Lloyd's history.'* 

Lloyd’s which always reports 
three years in arrears to dear 
outstanding claims, announced its 
latest loss at the annual meeting 
of members. The deficit stems 
■ from a spate of natural and in- 
dustrial disasteft in the late 1980s, 
including hurricane Hugo and the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill, combined 
with claims from severe Euro- 
pean storms in 1990. 

Losses in 1990 were made 
worse by many of the Lloyd's 
syndicates have insufficient rein- 
surance protection against high- 
risk catastrophe business in which 


the market spedalised in the late 

1980s. 

Mr. Rowland has announced 
measures to try to save Lloyd's 
from collapse through a business 
plan launched in April. The plan 
envisages the introduction of 
> orporate capital into the market 
text year and spells the end of 
Loyd's tradition of unlimited 
li. bility. Mr. Rowland has 
w* -ned that Lloyd's tradition of 
un> mited liability. Mr. Rowland 
has warned that Lloyd's might 
have no future unless investors 
and the market unite behind bis 
blueprint. 

The average loss for the 27,770 
Lloyd's members known as 
“names" trading in 1990 exceed- 
ing £100.000 pounds ($148,200) 
each. 

Lloyd's has a total of 32,000 
names, a third of whom have 
resigned from active underwriting 
but remain liable for losses on 
syndicates whose accounts re- 
main “open." Among the names 
are more than 40 members of 
parliament of the ruling Con- 
servative party, including several 
cabinet ministers, and many well- 
known public figures. 

Some leading members of 
Lloyd's say the run of unpre- 


Faced with inflation, 
Chinese turn to gold 


SHANGHAI (R) — Shanghai 
residents, threatened by rising 
inflation, are turning their life 
savings into gold and U.S. dol- 
lars,' trusting necklaces and hard 
cash rather than Peking's efforts 
to rein in prices. 

Throughout history Chinese 
have hoarded gold in times of 
crisis. As inflation spirals to 
dangerous levels in China's major 
cities, jewellery counters along 
Shanghai's Nanjing shopping 
road are packed with customers 
rummaging through trays of gold 
earrings, chains and diamond- 
studded rings. 

Black-market moneychangers 
are everywhere, just as they were 
when the last bout of price rises 
knocked confidence in the local 
renminbi currency in the late 
1980s. 

“What’s the point of keeping 
money in the bank?’’ asked a 
middle-aged worker emerging 
from a deserted branch the 
Industrial and Commercial Bank 
of China clutching wads of frayed 
bills tied up in string. 

Although salary rises are still 
ahead of inflation, bank savings 
in China — now equivalent to 
more than $200 billion — aree 
being eroded at an alarming rate. 

Official statistics released Mon- 
day show China's urban cost-of- 
living index soared by 19.5 per 
cent in May over May 1992. 
hationwide inflation hit 16.7 per 
cent. 

Retails sales in May rocketed 
by 27.3 per cent. In an ominous 
sign, the state-controlled China 
Daily business weekly Sunday re- 
ported shortages of foreign 
brand-name goods and high- 


quality products made in China. 

China became the world's 
largest gold importer last year. 
Last month consultants Gold 
Fields Mineral Services reported 
that based on a conservative esti- 
mate China's private sector im- 
ported more than 350 tonnes of 
gold last year, helping boost 
world gold output to a record 
2,461 tonnes. 

Demand pushed up gold fab- 
rication in China to 181 tonnes in 
1992 from 126 in 1991 and 35 in 
1990. 

Prices in Chinese gold shops 
are set by tbe government, but 
about two weeks ago stores stop- 
ped quoting a price for 24 carat 
gold — the soft yellow kind, 
nearly pure, that for centuries has 
been a favourite store of value 
among Chinese. 

It was selling at more than $21 
a gramme before it was with- 
drawn. The less pure 18 carat 
gold is still being quoted at $16.8 
a gramme. 

“You won't find it anywhere in 
Shanghai," said a busy salesman 
in Nanjing road boutique called 
Fashion Gold. “The price is going 
up all the time and nobody knows 
when it will peak. If I was foolish 
enough to sell you 24 carat gold 
now. I’d be giving money away.” 

Inflation has sent the price of 
the U.S. dollar rocketing against 
the renminbi. Greenbacks are 
selling on the black market at 
almost double the official rate of 
$5.7. 

The Shanghai branch of the 
Bank of is opening record num- 
bers of foreign exchange accounts 
every day. 


Dollar rise seen boosting upstream oil industry 

... ... . .. onaivtt F.Hraheth Wade of I 


cedented losses could spell finan- 
cial ruin for many and jeopardise 
Lloyd's itself. 

One angry member at Tues- 
day’s annual meeting warned that 
external names — those who 
invest their personal wealth in the 
market — would not rule out 
forcing the closure of Lloyd's if it 
was in their best interests. 

“It is we. the 80 per cent of 
external names, who will deride 
the future of the society, if clo- 
sure is to our advantage, and it 
may well be do, then rest assured 
we will dose it,” said Lloyd’s 
member Alan Price. 

Mr. Price said the reason for 
the huge losses was that “tbe 
underwriters of the 300 or so 
syndicates concerned accepted 
business at rates that were far too 
■low to produce any hope of pro- 
fits." 

“The mammoth losers will in- 
crease in numbers today," said 
Marie- Louise Burrows, chairman 
of one of the biggest lossmaking 
groups. 

Analysts said the latest result 
means the London-based insur- 
ance market has racked up a 
deficit for the four years to 1991 
in excess of £6 billion ($9 billion). 

Japan’s 
family 
income, 
spending 
top U.S. 
and U.K.’s 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese house- 
hold income and spending far 
exceeds that of families in the 
United States and Britain, the 
government's Management and 
Coordination Agency said Tues- 
day.. 

Japanese families had average 
monthly income of 463,000 yen 
($4,171;, while U.S. households 
received 20 per cent less and 
British households a huge 40 per 
cent less, it said. 

In yen, the comparable monthly 
wages were 360,000 yen ($3,243) 
for the U.S. and 283,000 yen 
($2^49) for Britain. 

Japanese households were also 
the biggest spenders with outlays 
of 272,000 yen ($2,450). 
Although U.S. families were 
dose behind at 259,000 yen 
($2,333), British households 
spent a monthly average of only 
207,000 yen ($1,864), the agency 
said. 

Japanese spent the highest per- 
centage of their monthly income 
on education, while Americans 
paid most for transport and com- 
munications, the agency said. 
Canadians followed the spending 
pattern of U.S. households. 

Italian families used the largest 
percentage of their income on 
food, with Japanese following 
just behind. Americans spent the 
least on food. 


AMSTERDAM (R) — A resur- 
gent dollar should help pump 
profits into the oil industry out- 
side the United States, but OPEC 
countries will not be the biggest 
gainers, oil analysts said Monday. 

The dollar is soaring against 
major currencies as the U.S. eco- 
nomy emerges from recession 
while Germany and Japan strug- 
gle with economic and political 
woes, and analysts say it looks set 
to gain a farther 10 to 15 per cent 
.over tbe next 18 months. 

As a result, non -doll ar-based 
oil producers can expect windfall 
gains as dollar-denominated oil 
income grows. 

“The main gainers will be net 


oil producers with non-dollar eco- 
nomies,” said Mike Wilcox of 
consultants Wod Mackenzie. 

“But the main OPEC (Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries) states have dollar- 
related economies and for them 
some of the effect of more valu- 
able dollar revenues will be can- 
celled out by their own higher 
currencies,” Mr. Wilcox said. 

The dollar hit a 20-month high 
of 1.6953 marks Monday. 
Analysts say the U.S. currency 
could climb to two marks by the 
end of 1994 and could make big 
gains against other European cur- 
rencies. It is also seen rebounding 
against die yen. 

This would be good news for 


oil producers who have suffered a 
steady decline in their income 
over the past few years due to 
inflation and the weak dollar. 

Oil prices are now at about the 
same nominal level as they were 
three years ago shortly before the 
Gulf war. But they are worth a lot 
less in real terms. 

“Oil prices are now about 
where they were in July 1990 but 
they will only buy about 84 per 
cent of the goods they would have 
bought ten,” said oil analyst 
Geoff Pyne of securities house 
UBS Limited in London. 

A rise in the dollar could re- 
verse this. And, if it does, the 
really big winners would be Bri- 
tain, Norway and Russia — all of 


Senior banker predicts 

worst postwar economic 
performance in Germany 


FRANKFURT (R) — Ger- 
many’s economic performance 
this year would be its worst since 
World War II a senior Bundes- 
bank official predicted Tuesday,, 
but he added he saw signs of 
improvement and warned against 
excessive pessimism. 

“The overall economic situa- 
tion is undoubtedly serious,” the 
central bank’s deputy president, 
Hans Tietmeyer, said in a speech 
to bankets. 

He said the economy was likel- 
sy to decline at a post-war record 
rate, the number of unemployed 
would be significantly higher this 
year than in 1992 and inflation 
would probably be higher than in 
most of Germany’s neighbours 
and competitors. 

But Mr. Tietmeyer also said 
there was evidence that a l.S per 
cent quarterly slump in gross 


domestic product in the first three 
months* of 1993 exaggerated the 
real pace of decline. 

“There can be no question of a 
‘free fall' or a cumulative down- 
wards movement..." he said. 

Mr. Tietmeyer said the ques- 
tion of whether Germany would 
deal with its current problem was 
largely up to Germans them- 
selves. 

“If it has the courage to make 
th necessary corrections, this 
country can certainly deal with its 
new challenges,” he said. Ger- 
many was not condemned to be- 
come the “sick man of Europe" 
just because of unification. 

Mr. Tietmeyer rejected as sim- 
plistic a view among some critics 
that stubbomess in monetary 
policy was to blame for Ger- 
many's downturn. Government 
economic policies, although jus- 


tifiably criticised „ were also not 
the sole reason for the problems. 

Germany, he said, was suffer- 
ing from the general downturn in 
the global economy, from which 
it had initially been sheltered 
because of the initial demand 
spawned by unification in 1990. 

Transition problems in eastern 
Europe had also cast a shadow on 
the domestic economy. In addi- 
tion, the competitive position of 
many German exporters had 
worsened since the turmoil in the 
European Community’s system 
of currency rate management 
which began last year. 

But he added that the realign- 
ments in the exchange rate 
mechanisms of the European 
Monetary System which had 
taken place since then had been 
inevitable. The mark was not 
generally overvalued, he said. 


Foreign banks said to be 
major players in India scandal 


NEW DELHI (R) — A par- 
liamentary panel investigating In- 
dia's $1.28 billion securities scan- 
dal has said foreign banks played 
a major part, the United News of 
India news agency reported Tues- 
day. 

The draft report of the joint - 
parliamentary committee also 
said the finance ministry should 
have supervised securities and 
banking transactions more close- 
ly, the agency said. 

“In a way they (foreign banks) 
are the initiators of the scam as 
well as the major players.” the 
agency quoted the committee's 
report as saying. “With their 
tremendous resources, un- 
doubted clout and aggressive 
policies, they can, if they choose, 
play havoc with the economy.” 

The operations of all banks in 
tbe country should be brought 
under the scope of parliament, 
the report recommended. The 
committee will submit its final 


report to parliament next month 
after discussing the draft report. 

The report, as quoted by the 
agency, did not name the foreign 
banks involved. 

The Reserve Bank of India 
(central bank) has named them as 
Standard Chartered Bank, Citi- 
corp’s Citibank in Bombay, New 
Zealand Banking Group's AN*. 
Grindlays Bank PLC and Bank- 
America’s Bank of America N.T. 
S.A. 

They were named alongside 
more than 30 Indian banks, brok- 
ers and financial institutions in- 
volved in the counter’s worst 
financial scandal, in which money 
was allegedly siphoned from the 
interbank securities market to 
help pump up prices on the 
Bombay Stock Exchange. 

Finance Minister Manmohan 
Singh told chief executives of 
state-owned banks and financial 
institutions in New Delhi Tues- 


day: "The events during the last 
one year should not be allowed to 
demoralise the banking system. 
“It is our collective responsibility 
to reform the financial sector and 
to reform it with speed." 

The central bank has placed 
the "problem exposure" of banks 
and brokers at 40.24 billion 
rupees ($1.28 billion). But the 
Central Bureau of Investigation, 
the police agency also investigat-. 
ing the scandal, puts the figure at 
52 billion rupees (SI . 6 billion). 

The committee report said the 
finance ministry believed that 
the stock market boom was a 
result of India’s economic liber- 
alisation and was not untoward. 

“The belief... had hindered the 
effective regulation in the work- 
ing of banks and stock markets," 
it said. The ministry's failure to 
ensure adherence to its own in- 
structions contributed significant- 
ly to irregularities ijt securities 
and banking transactions.” 



‘Rice cakes aren't fattening...but they 
sure swell up' when you drink a 
glass of water!” 


Andy Capp 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
* by Henn Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
(Our ordinary words 




Mutt'n’Jeff 


I don't understand nv ) 
MUTT SAYS THERE'S A > 
SOyfAKlNG DOCS. ON EVEPV 

RADIO program; 

I’LL LISTEN! 


Answer; a 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: PENCE 
Answer. What *h 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
lom the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by ;he above cartoon. 


(Answers Monday) 
FABLED EFFIGY 


Whas new owner of the run-down 
sieakhouse tned to do — BEEF IT UP 




which need oil revenue to offset 
ihe current recession. 

“It’s very good news for Rus- 
sia," said Mr. Wilcox. 

But analysts said the gains 
would be more muted for_ coun- 
tries within the dollar’s orbit such 
as the members of the OPEC. 

“Sixty or 70 per cent of imports 
into most OPEC countries are in 

dollar-denominated currencies, 

said Mr. Pyne. He said most 
OPEC states could expect to gain 
about half as much as non-dollar 
economics like Britain. 

“A 10 to 15 per cent increase in 
the dollar could mean a five to 10 
per cent increase in OPEC’s pur- 
chasing power," Mr. Pyne said. 

The dollar's rise also offers a 
bonus to exploration and 
production-biased oil firms, parti- 
cularly those outside the U.S. 

“Upstream-orientated oil com- 
panies that report their results in 
non-dollar terms will benefit 
most,” said European oil firm 


analyst Elizabeth Wade of Barc- 
lays de Zoete Wedd in London. 

She said the big g arners would 
indude Norwegian firms Norik 
Hydro A/S and SAGA Petroleum . 
A/S, British Petroleum Co. PLC, 
Enterprise OH PLC, and France’s - 
STE Nationale Elf Aqutaioe. 

Analysts said the overall imy; ; 
pact of a high dollar on the 
industry would tend to be positive ^ 
because, while the gain for pro- ; ' 
ducers would be large, the loss : 
for consumers could be small . 

Crude oil prices represent a ' 
relatively small proportion of re-i 
tail oil prices in most developed;: 
nations. Tax, processing and; 
transport costs make up most of.- 
the price of petrol at the pump. £. 

“Consumers didn’t benefit;, 
from the fell ink the real price of- 
ofl because consuming govern- *> 
wnents didn't pass it on,” said Mr. 7 
pyne. “But they will probably he-;' 
cushioned against the dollar’s rise,"; 
for the same reason.” 


Canadian growth 
shows momentum 


OTTAWA (R) — Canada’s real 
gross domestic product rose at an 
annual rate of 3.8 per cent in the 
first quarter of the year, the 
government said Monday, and at 
a rate faster than annual forecasts 
by international organisations. 

Government and private sector 
. economists said the numbers 
show the economy is continuing 
to pull out of recession, while 
inflation remains subdued. 

“It looks like some momentum 
is building here,” said Ruth Get- 
ter, chief economist with the 
Toronto-Dominion Bank. 

The government agency Statis- 
tics Canada said, “the first- 
quarter expansion of economic 
activity continued the pickup evi- 
dent in the fourth quarter (of last 
year)." 


The Organisation for Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment and the International ‘ 
Monetary Fund, both with a 1993 1 
forecast of 3.2 per cent, say Cana-j- 
da will achieve the strongest-: 
growth among the major Indus- • 
trialised countries in 1993 and - 
1994. - : 

The recovery in Canada from 
recession has been led so far by' 
vigorous exports, which hit a ' 
record high in April, but econo m- 
ists now point towards growing • 
consumer demand as well. 

“Consumer spending, buaness 
outlays for machinery and equip-*- 
ment, and exports all grew sub3!t- 
stantially and the paoe of business 
inventory liquidation moder-- 
ated,” the government agency 
said about first quarter activity/ 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JUNE 23, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Make it your business to pay off as 
many bills and obligations as possi- 
ble so that you can concentrate on 
.increasing your abudancc with a 
dear mind. Forget being sclf- 
consdous. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Both partners aod associates in the 
outside world do not see your point 
of view so curb your impulsiveness 
and be solicitous of their interests. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You find there arc apt to be some 
points of tension with your fellow 
associates that could cause un- 
pleasant flare-ups so remain silent 
if annoyed. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Usually congenial companions and 
you can be at loggerheads about 
the entertainment or recreations 
that you want 10 engage in today or 
tonight. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Matters at your home can 
come to a difficult state unless you 
make sure you extend the olive 
branch there to one who is very 
upset. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) It is 
essential that you use more than 
average care on the highway or in 
motion in anyway today to avoid 
potential accidents that could be 
costly. 

VERGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You arc apt to spend more 
than you can afford on a property 


interest or where some committ- 
ment that quickly strikes your fan- 
cy arrives so be economical. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You are restless and discon- 
tented and especially with condi- 
tions at your residence but it is 
certainly not the time to make a 
scene about them; 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You can be annoyed at not 
being able to garner some informa- 
tion that you feel is important to 
your best interests but don’t push 
the issue now. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Take some time out 
to do something to back friends or 
acquaintances whose problems you 
can understand and give some of 
your good judgment. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Private anxieties have 
you concerned but it would be 
unwise to try to settle them now 
because you would be apt to go too 
far in a wrong comment. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 1 9) You want to do something 
bizzare or startling to break up a 
situation that you regard as unten- 
able to your best personal interests 
but postpone action. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your day to sidestep any limit- 
ing condition that arises and to 
make no commitments at the mo- 
ments that are different than what 
you are experienced to. 
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ARAB BANE 

JORDAN KATIONAL BAHK 

CAIRO AMMAN BANK 

SAUK OT JORDAN 

»DDLB BAST IHVESTKEDT BADE. 

IFOTSTRIal DSVELOPKOrr BANK 
THE BOOSlKC BANK. 

■^RDAM KCWAir BANK 
ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BANT 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
1 IMIOM BARK TOR SAVING 6 THVBSTMEMT 
4(3INEfiS BANK 

IKVE5TMEMI 6 FINANCE BANK 
BBIT ELMAL SAVINGS INVESTMENT To HOOK IMG 
AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 
™“ BANKZHG CORPORA! I ON/ JORDAN 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. _ 

JORDAN INSOBANCB ' 

ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE '■ ' 

GENERAL ARABIA INSURANCE \ 

JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE ‘ 

ARAB LIFE A ACCIDENT INSURANCE \ 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

TABID U I STRICT* ELECTRICXTX 

JORDAN TOURISM 6 SPA COMPLEX 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORD AN GULF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

PETRA BHXftPRISES 6 EQUIPMENTS LEASING 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 

JORDAN PRESS 6 PUBLISH INC /AD- DU STOUR 

UNITED MID DLE EAST 6 COMMODORE HOTELS 

ARAB INTER. FOR IN V E S TMENT £ EDUCATION 

AITAMQEEP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MIMES 

THE ARAB POTASH 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REFIlWUT 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL C AGRICULTURAL 
THE JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN DAIRY 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

N OROAN PAPER £ CARDBOARD FACTORIES 
HE PUBLIC MINING 
PINNING E WEAVING 
RAF LA IND U ST R IES 
JORDAN GLASS INDUSTRIES 
DAft AL DAWA DEVELOPMENT £ INVESTMENT 
ARAB INVESTMENT I INERNATIOHAL TRADE 
ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 
GENERAL INVESTMENT 
ARAB PAPER CONVERTING £ TRADING 
JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 
NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 
N ATIO NAL INDU STRI ES 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO- CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 
■ JORDAN INDUSTRIES & HATCH/ JDtCO 
JORDAN PRECAST’ CONCRETE INDUSTRY 
JORDAN WOOD INDUSTRIES / JWICO 
NATIONAL CABLE £ HIRE MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN SULPHCr— CHEMICALS 
ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. £ CHEMICALS 
IORDAN KUWAIT CO. TOR MGR1 . L FOOD PROD. 
KAWIHER INVESTMENT 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
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4.850 
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62.365 

4.280 
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Eurocurrency Interest Rates 


Date: 22/6/1993 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following arc the buying and selling rates f or 
leadingvTOTW oirreiKaM and gold against the dollar, at m^ion 
onffiujndon Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


U.S. $1,000 costs 


■”.T I 


One sterling 
%One ounce of gold 


1.2745/50 

1.6850/60 

1.8910/20 * 

1.4995/5005 

34.62/63 

5.6650/700 

1519/1522 

11035/45 

73620/720 

7.1100/200 

6.4500/600 

$1.4885/95 

1369-10/369.60 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarfcs 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Iran guarantees 
foreign investments 
in free zones 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran will 
guarantee foreign investments in 
its free trade zones under a bill 
approved by the Majlis (parlia- 
ment) Monday. 

The bill also provides incen- 
tives including a 15-year-tax holi- 
day to attract domestic and fore- 
ign funds to help Iran's economy 
out of its slump. 

Tehran Radio said the Majlis 
finished approving the bill alter 
several weeks of debate Monday, 
its last session before a two-week 
summer recess. 

The bill would provide a legal 
framework for three free zones 
designated along Iran's southern 
coast under its first five-year plan 
which started in March 1989. 

“The flow of capital into and 
out of the zones and of profit 
resulting from economic activity 
there is free,” one of the articles 
of the bill quoted by the radio 
said. 

“The authority in each zone 
can guarantee foreign invest- 
ments against expropriation and 
nationalisation... by its own 
assets or through contracts with 
banks and insurance companies,” 
it added. 

Foreigners may rent, but can- 
not buy, land in the zones, 
according to the bill which has to 
be ratified by the overseeing 
Guardian Council before becom- 
ing law. 

Cash-strapped Iran has been 
trying to attract foreign funds 
since switching to free-market 
policies under President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani after the 
1980-88 Iran-Iraq war. 


Economists say potential inves- 
tors, who experienced wholesale 
nationalisations after the 1979 
Islamic revolution, consider Iran 
too risky and its legal provisions 
and verbal guarantees of its offi- 
cials insufficient. 

Iran has set up a free trade 
zone in Kish, a Gulf island which 
was being developed as a luxury 
resort under the late shah before' 
die revolution. 

Goods transported through 
Kish are exempted from most 
import and export regulations. 
Apart from companies trading via 
Kish, thousands of Iranians fly to 
the island every week to bring 
back televisions, car spare parts 
and other goods for a profit. 

Iran is advertising Qeshm, its 
biggest island off Bandar Abbas 
at the Hormuz Strait, as a free 
industrial zone which can become 
a major manufacturing centre thanks 
to cheap natural gas reserves and a 
hub of trade with Central Asian 
states through Iran’s rail network 
which will soon reach Bandar 
Abbas. 

Qeshm is at the early stages of 
setting in place hs infrastructure 
— international airport, power 
stations, desalination plants, and 
a causeway to Bandar Abbas. 

A third free zone at Chah 
Bahar, a port of the Gulf of 
Oman near the' Pakistani border, 
is even further behind. 

Critics in the Majlis and press 
have attacked the administration 
of Kish and Qeshm, saying some 
of the country's Islamic regula- 
tions were ignored there in an 
attempt to compete with free 
trade zones across the Gulf. 


Saudis 
repatriate 
$25 billion 
invested 
abroad 

MANAMA (R) — About $25 
billion invested abroad has been 
repatriated to Saudi Arabia in the 
past two years, a senior Gulf 
official was quoted as saying. 

Saudis sent billions of dollars 
abroad w-hen Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in 1990 but confidence in 
the Gulf has since returned. 

Gulf investors also brought 
funds home as financial returns 
declined abroad. 

“The repatriation is an indica- 
tion of improvements in econo- 
mies of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states,” the 
London-based Ashanq A1 Awsat 
quoted Abdullah Ai Guwaiz, 
GCC deputy secretary-general 
for economic affairs, as saying. 

The GCC, an economic and 
political alliance, groups Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, United Arab 
Emirates, Oman, Qatar and 
Bahrain. 

Sheikh Quwaiz said he ex- 
pected five per cent growth in 
Gulf economies in 1993. He gave 
no comparison figure for 1992 but 
said that was compared with 
worldwide growth of 3.8 per cent. 

He also said the GCC states 
were heading towards economic 
integrations by unifying their cus- 
toms duties imposed on foreign 


GCC states have been trying to 
onify their tariffs, officially put at 
between four and 20 per cent, 
since 1983, two years after the 
alliance was created. 


Kuwait seeks ex-KIO men 
over graft allegations 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait said 
Tuesday it was seeking to bring to 
justice three foreign-based for- 
mer state investment officials sus- 
pected of Corruption- 

Finance Minister Nasser 
Abdulla Al Rodhan made the 
announcement in answer to angry 
opposition accusations that past 
and present Kuwaiti governments 
bore ultimate responsibility for 
alleged widespread graft. 

Emotions are running high in 
the emirate over the heavy deple- 
tion of its overseas investment 
empire, once valued at about 
5100 billion but now believed 
worth less than $40 billion. 

The fail is due mostly to pay- 


sultant, all left KIO employment 
in the past three years. 

The three, all believed to be 
based in Britain, have previously 
denied any wrongdoing. 

Kuwait does not have an ex- 
tradition treaty with Britain. 

Sheikh Rodhan replied that “a 
decree by the general prosecution 
to detain and bring the three 
accused was issued.” 

“The issue has been registered 
with Interpol,” he said, referring 
to the International Police In- 
formation Exchange. 

Sheikh Fahd and Jaafar are 
among 22 former KIO executives 
and advisers which KIO is suing 
in the high court in London for 


men: of Gulf war expenses, but^ alleged conspiracy to defraud and 
some members of parliament say-' other malpractice. 


at least some of the drop was due 
to abuse and mismanagement in 
state investment bodies. 

Parliament speaker and 
opposition veteran Ahmad Al 
Saadoun said wrongdoing by 
Kuwaiti officials had now become 
a greater threat to the country 
than Saddam Hussein, the Iraqi 
president whose troops occupied 
Kuwait for seven months in 1990- 
91. 

“Every criminal and abuser 
should receive his punishment,” 
he told a debate on the multi- 
billion dollar investment empire. 

Angry MPs, speaking under 
parliamentary privilege, accused 
former Kuwait Investment Office 
(KIO) officials Sheikh Fabd AI 
Sabah, Fouad Jaafar and Khaled 
Nasser Al Sabah of abuse in 
connectin with Kuwait's invest- 
ments in Spain. 

Sheikh Fahd, a former chair- 
man, Foud Jaafar, a former 
general manager, and Khaled 
Nasser Al Sabah, a former con- 


Sheikh Rodhan added he had 
ordered the seizure of money 
held by the three men and their 
dose relatives. 

He said he had also ordered the 
seizure of money held by Catalan 
financier Javier de la Rosa, for- 
mer vice president of Gnipo Tor- 
res, KIO’s Spanish holding com- 
pany which went into receiv- 
ership last December with losses 
of up to $5 billion. 

He also has previously denied 
any wrongdoing. 

Sheikh Rodhan’s statement 
was believed to be the first time 
the authorities have named the 
foreign-based former KIO offi- 
cials it says it has been seeking in 
connection with corruption. 

A parliamentary report says a 
fund holding most of Kuwait’s 
overseas assets halved in value in 
the 30 month period that started 
with Iraq's 1990-91 occupation, 
MPs saia. 

The Fund for Future Genera- 
tion, a kind of national pension 


fund for the day oil runs out, was 
recently estimated by European- 
based experts at between $15 
billion and $40 billion, well down 
from its pre-war worth of around 
$100 (pillion. 

The secrecy -shrouded fund has 
been managed for most of its 
existence by the KIO, the Lon- 
don office of the government’s 
investment arm. state-owned 
Kuwait Investment Authority 
(HA). 

Sheikh Rodhan was speaking 
in - reply to parliament Speaker 
Ahmad Al Saadoun, who 
scathingly accused the govern- 
ments of being lax in investigating 
abuse of public money funds. 

Sheikh Saadoun, speaking 
under parliamentary privilege, 
accused Sheikh Fahd, Jaffar, and 
Khaled Nasser A) Sabah of cor- 
ruption and demanded their pre- 
sence in Kuwait to await trial. 

“Isn't Fahd Al Sabah the one 
responsible for everything that 
happened? Aren’t the former fi- 
nance ministers responsible for 
everything that happened? Isn’t 
the current finance minister rc- 
sponsieble for what happened? I 
am asking the finance minister 
and there must be an answer. 
This countrey cannot go on unless 
there is cooperation between the 
two branches (executive and leg- 
islative)." 

Sheikh Saadoon’s was one of 
the strongest anti-government 
speeches made since the assembly 
was revived last October after a 
six-year break. The debate was 
chaired by the deputy speaker. 

Sheikh Rodhan, appointed last 
year, said the KLA had already 
implemented many reforms 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREJGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELI VERI ES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL. 60^676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 

AMMAN 
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| worldwide Removals | 

Air, Sea and Land 





MARKET PUCE 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
.GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEJBDEH 
AMMAN- JORDAN 


BECAUSE YOU HAVE TO KNOW.. 
WE SURVEY THE MARKETS. 


IT 


1 * Consumer research 
[ » Media research & Advertising 
* Export & Market development 


Jordanian Marketing 
Research Bureau 
Tel. 691906 Fax: 602419 


SnUDIOHitlG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* . JUMBO photo 

size 30% larger 

* From enlarge^ 
ment 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


4 RENT 

Super deluxe villa. 
Unfurnished, 4 bed- 
rooms, 

3 bathrooms, Urn 
Utheina. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810609 
Fax: 810520 



We try harder. 



IS 699-420 


Hisham International Tours 

“THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN ” 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 

* Istanbul $800 H/B & tours 

* Antalya S 800 H/B 

* Turkish Riviera $600 ri/B 

* Cyprus $770 B/B 

All in 5 star INT'L HTLS 


Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservations al 
International & 
Luxury Hotels in 
Turkey. Cyprus 
& Egypt 




CHENS 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Houstng 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 81 8214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 -3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight > 


n'liinll Cuili 



CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
Irom all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 
Prepared by oar 
Chinese chefs 
Open daily for 
lunch & dinner 
Trite away serrios 
Jabal Al Hussein 
Ministiy of Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 
TeL 693004 




MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

\ppcn i: SO-rMl & J.tW.lf;.W AiTj 

Take away is available 

Wadi Saqrct Road 
near Philadelphia HiSei y . 

(Teh 661922, Amman! ■■‘■yfej 

Cncc Toiled y'y 
^ /Hwojs LCMd /'4 V 





[IIAN1 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

TrinawaybivaBabto 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


J/ 

FORTE 

GRAND 


China Town 

At The Forte Grand Amman 

Alt ’.'xqui'ii? ik* menu al special price* 

Fie voui ICM.Tv.luin pIcoM' Call 

/|74 1 1 I Ei l lO W in *74 JI5. 



O'Mm 

Town 


A ‘Restaurant With 
An Artistic Ambiance 


i-W 


entfno 

RESTAURANT 
JAML AMMAN NOT CNKLE 
OPTOHTE TMfi MAD B«A9SV TtLBffl 



9 Italian Restaurant 


Live Music 

open for 

lunch A dinner 
Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy 
Club Circle - Jordan Super- 
market Building , 2nd Floor 

Tel ; 82467.7 


The Inn Place to be.. 



ozeha 

Restaurant 

*Open air lenacre. 

* Round table for 12-18 
guests. 

*. Open 7 days a week 


Tel 613572 

2nd circle - Jabal Amman. 





/act w// / 

FIRST CLASS (NEMAN 

Special Executive Luncheons ■ 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
-7.30-11 .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 


Terrace 
Restaurant 
S Taps Bar 

International Dishes 
& Spanish Specialities 



Open Lunch & Dinner 

Jebet Amman - 3rd Circle 
For Sesanation Tel 61S060 -1 


..LlJjUiMcI ■ 

' * . : :V 11 _ * 



FLA'EOuma 

RE&Avmm 

■ . - < 



The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every roorrU 
“Satellite T.V. Reception" 


IIAIEOTEL 

!^(|l|l= 


Amman • Tel.- 6631 93 
‘PO.Box 9403 * Fax 6^434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 































































































World News 


Aid convoy enters Bosnia enclave 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — The 
first United Nations aid convoy 
for a a month reached the strick- 
en Muslim enclave of Gorazde 
Tuesday with food and medical 
supplies for its 70,000 inhabi- 
tants, U.N. officials said. 

Ten trucks carrying 80 tonnes 
of aid and their armoured escort 


were waved through the besieg- 
ing Bosnian Serb army’s front 


fines during a lull in fighting 
which has cooled since U.N. 
military observers entered 
Gorazde last week. 

Muslim-controlled Sarajevo 
Radio earlier accused the Serbs 
of blocking convoys to try to 
starve the settlement and its de- 
fenders into submission. 

Gorazde, blockaded since the 
start of the dvii war almost IS 
months ago and nominally a U.N. 
safe area, is the last Muslim 
stronghold in eastern Bosnia not 
to have been captured or neutral- 
ised by Serb forces. 

Its plight has encouraged the 
United States to resume efforts to 
persuade its reluctant European 
-allies to lift an arms embargo on 


Copenhagen. 

But British Prime Minister 
John Major signalled his govern- 
ment's con tinning opposition to 
lifting the embargo because it 
would prolong the conflict. 

‘T want to stop the killing not 
add to the killing,'’ he told repor- 
ters. “I do not believe that lifting 
the arms embargo and flooding 
the area with arms will do any- 
thing other than stop any chance 
of a negotiated settlement." 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kink el said the EC wanted 
the divided Muslims to negotiate 
with their Croat and Serb rivals 
who control most of Bosnia but 
said there should be no settle- 
ment at the expense of Muslims. 

Talks between the three sides 
with international mediators will 
resume in Geneva Wednesday on 
a plan by the Serb and Croat 
communities to divide Bosnia 
into three ethnic states. 


refused to drop bis boycott. 

The collective leadership has 
voted to take part in Geneva talks 
on a Serb-Croat plan to carve up 
their country, overruling Presi- 
dent Alija Izetbegovic, one of its 
members _said Tuesday. 


The proposal has opened a rift 
between Muslim President Alija 


Muslims to help them fight. 

; U.S. President Bfli Clinton 
“-appealed to Chancellor Helmut 
-Kohl to throw Germany’s weight 
behind rearming the outgunned 
Muslims during the European 
Community summit in 


Izetbegovic, who is refusing to go 
to Geneva, and the rest of faus 
collective presidency which in- 
cludes Croat and Serb members 
pledged to a multi-ethnic state. 

Mr. Izetbegovic met other 
members of the presidency in the 
Croatian capital Zagreb Monday 
and again Tuesday morning but 


Fikret Abdic, a Muslim mem- 
ber of the collective presidency, 
said it bad voted 7-2 to attend the 
Geneva talks, which are supposed 
to resume Wednesday. He said 
Mr. Izetbegovic. who heads the 
presidency, and his ally, Ejup 
Ganic, voted "no." 

Mr. Abdic disclosed the vote, 
taken in a meeting that adjourned 
early Tuesday, as the {^residency 
resumed deliberations on 
whether to consider a Serb-Croat 
plan for ethnic partition of Bosnia 
or continue to wage a losing war. 

He said the presidency would 
propose that foreign ministers 
from Britain, Denmark and Bel- 
gium — the immediate past, fu- 
ture and present holders of the 
European Community’s rotating 
leadership — attend future talks 
on Bosnia. 


While Mr. Izetbegovic says he 
has no. mandate to discuss the 
carve-up proposed by the Croats 
and Serbs, rivals in the presiden- 
cy accused him of irresponsibility 
for refusing to attend. 

Bosnia’s Serbs and Croats have 


Mr. Izetbegovic. alarmed by 
the exodus of Croat refugees 
appealed to them o stay in their 
homes and for d I and military 
authorities to pr *ct them. 

“Bosnia is a t nmon home- 
land for Muslim and Croats 
...the only obstaclt are malirious 
and mistaken peop e, and that is 
why I call on Croats to stay in 
their homes," he said in an 
appeal broadcast by Muslim 
radio. 


Azerbaijan rebel troops drift into Baku 


BAKU (Agencies) — Groups of 
Azerbaijani rebel troops 
appeared in the capital Baku 
Tuesday and they were apparent- 
ly unopposed by government 
forces. 

A Reuters correspondent 
spoke to two small groups of 
army rebels seated in a Baku 
restaurant, noising their rifles, 
after arriving in the capital from 
the south. 

“It is an unofficial visit. We 
have come to see friends,” one 
said, adding that he and his com- 
rades intended staying in the 
capital all day. 

The rebels said go v e rnm ent 
forces were under orders not to 
allow them to bring their guns 
into the dty. Bat no one had 
attempted to disarm than. 

In a farther development in the 
Azerbaijan crisis — which follows 
an army rebelfion in the north on 
June 4 — political sources in 


Baku said former Communist 
President Ayaz Mutalibov had 
returned to the capital from Mos- 
cow. 

“Mr. Mutalibov was forced to 
resign in March 1992 amid a wave 
of popular discontent and Presi- 
dent Abulfaz Elchibey was later 
elected in his place. Mr. EJchibe- 
fled the capital on Jane 18 in th 
face of the army revolt. 

Meanwhile negotiations with 
rebel commander Surat Guseinov 
were stalemated Tuesday as both 
sides played down the danger of a 
battle for tire Azerbaijani capital 
a day after Col. Guseinov said he 
was seizing power. 

Several hundred armed rebel 
troops equipped with rockets and 
tanks remained poised on the 
outskirts Baku. 

Guseinov, a former army col- 
onel sacked by President 
Elchibey, told the press Monday 
that he was seizing power, though 


be spoke from his stronghold in 
Gyzandzha, western Azerbaijan. 

Government ministries here 
said Tuesday they had agreed not 
to try to fight the rebels, whose 
advance caused Mr. Elchibey to 
1 e Baku last week. 

People were able to leave and 
enter the dty at will Tuesday, and 
there have been reports of the 
rebels fraternising with regular 
troops a few kilometres away. 

“We are here to see how the 
people welcome us,” said one of 
three rebel soldiers who went 
walkabout in the dty. 

“If the other (regular troops) 
approach us, we will not fire 
because we are all brothers," the 
rebel continued. 

The authorities here, led by 


parliamentary Speaker Geidair 
Aliyev, have said they want to 


Aliyev, have said they want to 
negotiate a solution to the crisis 
which began when Col. 
Guseinov, fired by Mr. Elchibey 


for a string of defeats in fighting 
Armenian secessionists in the 
Nagorno-Karabakh enclave, 
launched his rebellion with muti- 
nous troops early this month. 

But so far attempts to negotiate 
with Mr. Guseinov have yielded 
nothing. 

COl. Guseinov said on Russian 
Television Monday that be was 
taking over as president and that 
the “destiny" of Azerbaijan was 
now in his hands. 

“There will not be a bloodbath 
in Baku, I will see to it,” Col. 
Guseinov said. 

About 100 rebels supported by 
tanks and Grad rocket launchers 
have been positioned since late 
Sunday 14 kiometres from Baku 
on the road south, while hun- 
dreds more arrived in an 
armoured column Monday at 
Piretesekjul, about 25 kilometres 
north of the capital, journalists 
here observed. 


Haiti army chief willing 
to meet with Aristide 


Closing high-risk reactors 
is feasible by mid-1990s 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (R) 
— In a last-minute effort to stave 
off U.N. sanctions, Haiti’s army 
chief has said he was willing to 
meet with deposed President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide to negoti- 
ate an end to the nation's political 
crisis. 

In a letter to special U.N. 
envoy Dante Caputo, General 
Raoul Cedras said he would be 
wilting to talk with Mr. Aristide 
at an unspecified time and place, 
according to local raefio. 

Gen. Cedras led the bloody 
September 1991 coup that ousted 
Mr. Aristide and unleashed a 
massive wave of political refugees 
fleeing the small Caribbean na- 
tion. 


In the letter broadcast on local 
radio, Gen. Cedras said he was 
simply responding to the de- 
mands of Haiti’s lower house of 
parliament, which had urged him 
to meet Mr. Aristide. 

“The Army High Command 
has observed some positive ele- 
ments that make it possible ti- 
resome dialogue,” said the letter. 
“The specific mission is to lay the 
real survival problems the nation 
faces outside of all narrow and 
selfish considerations.” 

The letter was sent just two- 
days before the deadline set by 
the U.N. for Haiti's military to 
show progress in negotiations 
aimed at restoring democracy. 

The U.N. Security Council 
voted last week to impose worl- 
dwide sanctions beginning 
Wednesday on fuel and weapons 
as well as freeze the government's 
foreign financial assets. 

At the United Nations, diplo- 


mats said they believed Gen. 
Cedras was seeking a meeting 
with Caputo on the question of 
Mir. Aristide's return but they 
had no details yet 

Mr. Caputo has called a meet- 
ing for Tuesday morning with 
representatives from the United 
States, France, Canada and 
Venezuela, the four states who 
have been meeting informally for 
months on the Haitian crisis. 

It remained unclear whether 
any of Haiti’s political leaders 
would fly to New York for a 
meeting of all factions recently 
proposed by Mr. Caputo. 

Gen. Cedras’ letter did not 
specifically mention whether he 
was wilting to negotiate the de- 
parture of the army-backed gov- 
ernment, a key demand by Mr. 
Aristide supporters. 

However, the letter marked 
the first tune that the Army High 
Command has expressed a wil- 
lingness to meet with Mr. Aris- 
tide. 


There was also no indication of 
where or when a meeting be- 
tween Gen. Cedras and Mr. Aris- 
tide might take place. 

Earlier Monday, Senate • Idy 
Dupiton, president of the te, 

separately wrote to N. 

General -Secretary Boutros tali 

to propose that negotiations be 
held in the neighbouring Domini- 
can Republic. 

Gen. Cedras last week said he 
would not attend any U.N. nego- 
tiating session because it would 
be unconstitutional. Some obser- 
vers have said Gen. Cedras fears 
be won’t be allowed to return to 
Haiti if be leaves the country. 


LONDON (AP) — Closing high- 
risk nuclear plants in Eastern 
Europe and the former Soviet 
Union by the mid-1990s is econo- 
mically and technically possible, 
accor d ing to a leaked study re- 
leased Tuesday by Greenpeace. 

But ma :y dedsi do-makers in 
the six countries with high-risk 
reactors are “pro-nudear" and 
favour their continued operation, 
according to the study attributed 
to the World Bank and the Inter- 
national Energy Agency. 

Since the 1986 nod ear aeddent 
at Chernobyl, a growing number 
of international experts have cal- 
led for a shut-down of all similar 
RBMK reactors as well as aging 
Soviet-designed WER 440-230 
reactors, which cannot meet in- 
ternational safety standards. 

Greenpeace said the study was 
commissioned last year by leaders 
of the seven major industrialised 
nations, who expressed concern 
about the safety of these higher- 
risk reactors in Russia, Ukraine, 
Armenia, Bulgaria, Lithuania 
and Slovakia. 

Peter Riddleberger, a spokes- 
man for the World Bank in 
Washington, said a report on 
options for nuclear power plants 
had been submitted to the group 
of seven before their summit in 
Tokyo on July 7-9. 

“We assume that will be the 
basis for their discussion,” he 
said. “It's up to them what to do 
with it." 

The study’s main conclusion is 
that it would be technically feasi- 
ble to improve midear safety and 
replace higher risk nuclear plants 
in all six countries with alterna- 
tive electricity supplies by the 


mid- 1990s. 

An estimated $18 billion would 
be needed between 1993 and 2000 
to upgrade nuclear safety and 
meet electricity demand, mainly 
by rehabilitating or building gas- 
fired power stations, it said. 

Greenpeace, which said it 
obtained a copy of the study, said 
tins conclusion dispelled what it 
called the myth that Eastern 
Europe would “freeze in the 
dark" if its nuclear plants were 
shut down. 

The report noted, however, 
that while this option is appealing 
in terms of its lower capital in- 
vestment and lower nudear risk, 
“pro-nudear views” in the six 
countries could affect the success 
and speed of dosing high-risk 
plants by the mid-1990s. 

The switch to gas-fired power 
stations would be about S3 billion 
higher annually than relying on 
nudear power, they noted, and 
many countries view nuclear 
power as a cheaper long-term 
option. 

The researchers therefore in- 
vestigated two other scenarios — 
dosing the plants by 2000. and 
keeping them open for their de- 
sign life, in some cases until 2010. 

The cost to keep the plants 
open until 2000, upgrade safety, 
and meet future electricity de- 
mand by a combination of ex- 
isting lower-risk nudear plants 
and conventional power plants 
was estimated at about $25 billion 
over the next seven years. 

Keeping the plants open for 
their design life and meeting fu- 
ture electricity demand primarily 
through new nuclear plants would 
cost about $24 billion. 


S. African democracy negotiators race against time 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) 
— South Africa's democracy 
negotiators were locked in a race 
against time Tuesday to agree on 
key issues ahead of a major meet- 
ing Friday due to confirm a date 
for the country’s first non-radal 
elections. 

Violence remains a major point 
of contention. 

The government is demanding 
the expulsion of the radical black 
Pan Africanist Cpfigress (FAC) 
from the talks mites the PAC 
renounces guerrilla war. The 
PAC, which draws its support 
mainly from black township 
youth, has so far rejected the 
demand. 

An angry confrontation was 
possible if the government press- 
ed its case. 

Police in Natal said the death 
toll in the strife-torn province had 
risen to at least 38 in the past five 
days, adding fresh urgency to the 
debate on violence. 

Peace monitors placed most of 


the blame for the latest killings on 
feuding between supporters of 
Nelson Mandela's African 
National Congress (ANC) and its 
main black rival. Chief Man- 
go suthu Buth clezi 's Inkatba 
Freedom Party (IFP). 

Mr. Mandela and Mr. 
Buthelezi were due to meet face- 
to-face Wednesday for the first 
time since April 1991. Ways to 
curb-violence between their sup- 
porters was expected to be a key 
issue in their talks. 

“We think the meeting will 
de-escalate the violence and ame- 
liorate the relations between our 
organisations," IFP National 
Chair man Frank Mdlalose told 
Reuters. 

The ANC said the upsurge in 
Natal strife was an attempt to 
sabotage the meeting. 

Sources dose to the democracy 
negotiations said the IFP. pro- 


apartheid Conservative Party 
(CP) and other conservative 
groups would propose Tuesday 


that Friday's meeting of the nego- 
tiating forum be postponed to 
deal with the violence issue and 
discuss contentious constitutional 
matters. 

The government and ANC 
want the forum to ratify April 27, 
1994, as the date for the country’s 
first non-radal elections marking 
the end of 350 years of white 
domination. 

“Friday’s meeting must take 
place if we are to send a signal 
that the negotiating process is 
bearing fruit," an ANC delegate 
said. 

Friday’s meeting could also 
give the go-ahead for the installa- 
tion of a Transitional Executive 
Council (TEC) by the end of July 
to prepare for April elections. 

The ANC and the government 
want an election date confirmed 
and a TEC settled quickly so U.S. 
President Bill Clinton can lift 
remaining finandal and economic 
sanctions against South Africa 
when he meets Mr. Mandela and 


Mr. De Klerk in Philadelphia on 
July 4. 

Meanwhile, the extreme right- 
wing Afrikaner People's Union 
(AVU) threatened Tuesday to 
mobilise its own army in col-, 
labo ration with other extremist 
movements. 

AVU negotiator Moolman 
Mentz issued the threat during 
talks on a wave of violence in 
South Africa, adding that black 
liberation movements such as the 
African National Congress and 
the Pan- Africanist Congress still 
had armed wings. 

“We have no choice." said Mr. 
Mentz. “We are forced in col- 
laboration with other parties to 
mobilise out own private army/’ 

He gave no details of the 
identity of the other parties. 

South Africa's extreme right 
wing comprises numerous para- 
military groups, the largest being 
the Afrikaner Resistance Move- 
ment with several thousand 
trained activists. 




Ranariddh 


moved closer together since the 
collapse of a wartime alliance 
between Muslims and Croats who 
are now fighting each other for 
territory in central Bosnia where 
the proposed Muslim state will be 
located. 


expects 
aid for 
Cambodia 








Bat attacks man 
asleep In front 
of TV 


v 


Momcilo Krajisnik, speaker of 
the Bosnian Serb parliament, said 
Serbs and Croats had agreed to 
swap all prisoners and wounded 
and also allow civilians to be 
exchanged. 

Mr. Krajisnik said also that 
Serbs wanted the central districts 
of the mainly Muslim capital 
Sarajevo. 

The Croat Defence Force 
(HVO) reported it suffered six 
dead in fighting with Muslims at 
Kresevo west of Sarajevo in a 
central region where thousands of 
Croat civilians have been driven 
from their homes. 


soon 

PHNOM PENH (R) — Cambo- 
dian election-winner Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh said Tues- 
day the creation of a transitional 
government was going smoothly 
and he was confident foreign aid 
would begin to flow soon to 
maintain essential services. 
Arriving in Phnom Penh from 

n v a tv ■ tv *JJL 2 A 




LINCOLN, Nebraska (AFP) — 
A man dozing ™ fr° nt of the 
television set was woken up by a 
bat wbo attacked bis face, biting 
and scratching his mouth and 
nose. “I woke up and I don’t 
know if it was because of pain or 






blood running down face,” 
said Mark Gifford, wbo woke 




Saturday to find toothmarks and , 
scratches on his face and a bjg^p'i 
flying around his living room. Mr. 
Gifford brought 'the bat down 




with a pillow and it is being tested 
for rabies. 


Bangkok, Prince Ranariddh said 
his Royalist Party FUNCINPEC 


Renoir fetches 
$8.5 million 


had been given the Finance 
Ministry in the interim adminis- 
tration to help win foreign aid for 
bankrupt Cambodia. 

“We agreed that FUNCINPEC 
will take over finance because, I 
think, maybe as non- 
Communists, nationalists, we will 
be able to get more money from 
Westerners, from Western coun- 
tries,” he told reporters. 

Large sections of the Cambo- 
dian capita! have been blacked 
out for four days and nights be- 
cause the government cannot 
afford to bay fuel to run its aged 
generators. 

Disgruntled public servants in 
southern Cambodia have begun 
to sell off ftmrinire from their 
offices because they have not 
been paid, a government official 
said. 

Incumbent Prime Minuter Hun 
Sen ordered agencies of his 
Phnom Penh government to pro- 
tect public property. 

“Each agency must faithfully 
take care of the protection of 
state property, public prop e rty,” 
he said in a council of ministers 
order distributed Tuesday. 

“Anyone who damages or acts 
to lose state properly and public 
property must receive a penalty 
according to the law.” 

Diplomats from the five 
permanent U.N. Security Council 
members and six other interested 
countries met in Phnom Penh last 


Prince Norodom Ranariddh Tuesday 


to the press in Phnom 


Penh (AFP photo) 

week to discuss emergency funds. 

They agreed the interim gov- 
ernment needed 30 million to pay 
its bills,’ especially wages for sol- 
diers, who nave in the past turned 
to banditry when left unpaid. 

Prince Ranariddh has readied 
agreement with Hun Sen to share 
power in an interim administra- 
tion, which will run Cambodia for 
three mouths while the newly- 
elected National Assembly writes 
a constitution. « 

Prince Ranariddh confirmed 
that he and Mr. Hun Sen, whose, 
Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) 
came second in the polls, would 
take direct, personal responsibil- 
ity for the key defence and in- 
terior ministries. 

They will also serve as co- 
chairmen of the government. 

FUNCINPEC, a French 
acronym for National United 
Front for an Independent, Neut- 
ral, Peaceful and Cooperative 
Cambodia, will run foreign affairs 
as well as finance, a government 
source said, while CPP will retain 
the Information Ministry. 

“It is going very smoothly,” 
Prince Ranariddh said. 

He reiterated that the radical 
Khmer Rouge faction, which 
tried to disrupt U.N.-run elec- 
tions last month, would play no 
role in the interim administra- 
tion. 


Prince Ranariddh's forces were 
allied with the Khmer Rouge 
through tiie 13-year civil war after 
a Vietnamese invasion in 1978 
ousted the Khmer Rouge from 
power and installed the govern- 
ment that now reports to Mr. 
Hun Sen. 

Mr. Hun Sen told his officials 




to work at living harmoniously 
with FUNCINPEC supporters, 
thousands of whom fled to 
Phnom Penh in fear of violence 
when a brief secessionist move- 
ment was launched by CPP hard- 
liners after the election. 

Officials of the U.N. Tran- 
sitional Authority in Cambodia 
(UNTAC), which enforced a fra- 
gile ceasefire for 16 months and 
ran the elections, blamed the 
Phnom Penh government's bank- 
ruptcy for the electricity shor- 


“They simply don't have any 
money,” an official said. 

Blaocouts have been frequent 
in Phnom Penh for years, bnt 
residents say the situation has 
deteriorated recently. 

Flooding that has accompanied 
the start of the rainy season is 
adding to the woes of residents. 

The French colonial drainage 
system was used by the Khmer 
Rouge as a garbage dump and 
most storm drains have not been 
cleared. 


LONDON (R) — Dealers were 3 

optimistic Tuesday that the art 
market was picking up from a jr 1 **, p 
long slump after a Renoir fetched a . r 

£5.7 million ($8.5 million) at an (jj*®* < 
auction of impressionist and mod- ! ' 3 ‘ 

era paintings and sculpture. ‘a&Jl 
Christie’s auction house said Re- yfi u® 
noir’s “Jeune FtUe Portant Une - 0 P 
CorbeiUe De Fleurs,” one of the ‘ jd & 
artist's major figurative p ain ti n g s 4 ^ f 
of the late 1880s, was sold Mon- 5#? 2 

day to an unnamed telephomjPfP 
buyer and exceeded estimates. 1 

“It was a great price,” said a 
spokeswoman for Christie's. She ' j*l 
added that on the basis of sales of 
paintings, drawings and sculp- 
tures in May and Autumn 1992 in these* 
New York and London, the mar- Tb 

ket seemed to be picking up. Tbe ' p ye 
Renoir brought the highest price 1 [u seed 

at Monday’s sale, which included p|a; 

works by Kandinsky, Chagall, 

Pissarro, Gauguin, Degas and jwre> 

Miro. The price was paltry com- %-n 

pared to the record $82.5 million 'L tra ]i 

paid for Van Gogh s Portrait Of 
Dr Gachet three years ago, or the ^ in v 
$68 million which Renoir’s “Au T ^ a c 
Moulin De La Galette” fetched, yZ" 
but it was still a good sign. Thi f*-' \ 
market, which hit an all-time hi^tt 1 3 • i_, 

in 1989, has beer, frying to re- 
bound. The first signs of a revival 
were in May when more than I- . f { 
$110 million in paintings, sculp- I st 0 
tures and drawings sold over a f 
two-week period. jp s “ , 


44 rebels resign from Japan’s LDP 


TOKYO (R) — More than 40 
rebel parliamentarians led by for- 
mer Finance Minister Tsutomu 
Hata resigned en masse from 
Japan’s ruling party Tuesday and 
were due to form a new centrist 
opposition group Wednesday. 

Mr. Hata, a key figure in Fri- 
day’s no-confidence vote that 
brought down the government 
and triggered an election, handed 
in the resignations of 44 lawmak- 
ers including his own to the head- 
quarters of the Liberal Democra- 
tic Party (LDP). 

“We have decided to leave the 
LDP and take a chance on re- 
forming the political system,” he 
told a news conference. 

The latest and biggest defec- 
tion in effect strips the LDP of its 
majority in the decision-making 
lower house as it stumbles into 
the general election set for July 
18. 

Public disgust over corrupt 
political fund-raising, and die em- 
ergence through the defections of 
a credible centrist opposition, 
leave the LDP in danger of losing 
power after 38 years. 

“It was a painful thing to do,” 
Mr. Hata said in recounting his 
group's decision to support the 


opposition’s no-confidence mo- 
tion against Prime Minister Kiictu 
Miyazawa. 

“Yet the no-confidence vote 
was necessary because (Miyaza- 
wa and the ruling party) bad 
refused to keep their promise of 
enacting political reform legisla- 
tion.” 

Mir. Hata, wbo will formally 
launch a new party Wednesday, is 
now being touted as next pnme 
minister in the event of an LDP 
defeat and the formation of a 
coalition government between 
new parties and existing opposi- 
tion groups. 

Ten other pro-reform rebels 
broke ranks with the LDP and 
launched the centre-right “Shinto 
Sakigake” or “Harbinger New 
Party” Monday. 

The LDP’s top leaders, the 
heads of its maun factions, agreed 
Tuesday to put traditional rivalry 
aside and cooperate in July’s elec- 
tion. 

In Japan’s multi-member con- 
stituencies, candidates from the 
LDFs factions comjpete against 
each. The winner 15 often the 
politician who spent the most 
money or had the most cash from 
his faction to spend* 


“This is no time to compete 
against one another,” said Michio 
Watanabe, until recently foreign 
minister. “We’ve got to work 
together to win as many seats as 
possible.” 

Mr. Miyazawa’s cabinet said 
the country faced damaging shifts 
in defence and other policies if 
the LDP lost the election. 

“The Socialists will have to be 
.included in a coalition govern- 
ment if the ruling party is voted 
out of power,” Defence Minister 
Toshio Nakayama told reporters. 

“There’s a lot of concern about 
how that will affect defence poli- 
cy and regional security arrange- 
ments.” 

LDP headquarters officials 
announced the party would en- 
dorse 202 incumbents and field 
over 80 others in hopes of main- 
taining a majority in the 511-seat 
lower house. 

Sensing the nation's mood, 
they decided not to back scandal- 
tainted former Premier Nobora 
Takeshi ta as a candidate in the 
campaign beginning on July 4. 

Mr. Takeshita'5 government 
collapsed in 1989 after he and 
other ministers were implicated 
in a huge stock-peddling scam. 


Child sold into 
slavery escapes, 
begs way home 


PEKING (R) — A Chinese prim- ar.riw; 

ary schoolboy kidnapped and '-aibete 

sold into slavery in distant pro- sue/ 
vince escaped and made a 1,000 sited » 
kilometres journey home by beg- in 

gjng, the People's Daily said poll out 
Tuesday. Eleven-year-old Gong 
Hao was abducted by two men daeed tr 
while on histway:fo.4Fh0oLin the fa ^ an 

eastern dty of Wuhan on Rsb.25. 

The men sold him to a peasant as 
a slave labourer in distant Henan v, 
province. The fanner burned his ™ , 
hands with cigarettes for refusing JL 

to call him “father” and later ^ 

resold him to another peasant in 3^ 

Hebei province. The boy escaped .-. a 

and begged for coins- as he made #1 
his way home in a three-morift ' 
jonrney of about 1,000 1&T 5 

kilometres. Gong was reunited “j 

with his parents on June 9, the ® 3 
newspaper said. Slavery, stamped '" 5 

out when the Chinese Common- •/ 

ists came to power in 1949, has 
reemerged. 3 


Britons spend 
more on underwear 


Balladur seeks to defuse immigration row 


PARIS (R) — Conservative 
French Prime Minister Edouard 
Balladur, whose crackdown on 
immigration has delighted right- 
wing voters, faced a challenge 
Tuesday from centrist ministers 
who say parliament has taken the 
anti-foreigner drive too far. 

On his return from the 
Copenhagen EC summit, Mr. 
Balladur was due to meet justice 
Minister Pierre Mehaignerie and 
Social Affairs Minister Simone 
Veil who are seeking the with- 
drawal of an amendment that 
would empower .police to check 
suspected foreigners at random to 
ensure they have legal residence 
pagers- 

The clause, added to the gov- 
ernment's immigration bill by the 
National Assembly last week, 
allows identity checks based "on 


any evidence that a person is 
foreign other than race.” 

Cml rights campaigners say the 
provision is a licence to harrass 
blacks and Arabs — the largest 
immigrant communities in France 
— and have dubbed it the “cri- 
minal face amendment.” 

Many young blacks and Arabs 
are French citizens either because 
they were bom in France or by 
naturalisation. 

Right-wing Gaullist parlia- 
mentarian Alain Marsaud, author 
of the amendment, denied any 
intention to discriminate. 

“1 don’t want yellow people to 
be checked because they are yel- 
low or blacks to be checked be- 
cause they are black. It will be up 
to the police to use their imagina- 
tion/' he said. 

Asked what criteria the police 


should use, he told Europe 1 
Radio; “If you are reading the 
New York lunes in_the street, 
you may be presumed to be a 
foreigner.” 

Mr. Marsaud, a former magis- 
trate in charge of terrorism cases, 
said that African women might be 
checked if they were wearing 
traditional “boubou" robes but 
not because they were black. 

Mr. Mehaignerie and Mr. Veil, 
a Nazi camp survivor seen as the 
government's liberal conscience,, 
wrote jointly to Mr. Balladur 
Saturday calling for the amend- 
ment to be removed when tbe bill 
goes to the Senate (the upper 
bouse), probably next week. 

Mr. Mehaignerie said Monday 
night he was confident parliament 
would take his views into 
account. 


Military mourns Madrid bomb victims 


MADRID (AP) — ■ The Spanish 
military mourned its fallen Tues- 
day at the funeral for seven men 
killed in a rush-hour carbombing 
blamed on Basque separatists. 

Two carbombs exploded in 
central Madrid Monday morning, 
injuring a total of 25 people. The 
more devastating bomb, com- 
posed of some 40 kilogrammes of 
explosives packed into a parked 
sedan, incinerated a van carrying 
the six military personnel and one 
civilian Defence Ministry em- 
ployee killed. 

Among the most critically in- 
jured were an eight-year-old girl 
and her 15-year-old sister, who 
continued in serious condition 
Tuesday, doctors said. 

The capital observed an official 


Basque separatist group ETA. 
which has claimed responsibility 


which has claimed responsibility 
for more tban 700 killings since it 
took up arms in 1968 to win 
independence for the three north- 
ern Basque provinces. 


failure of police action and prove 
that repeated calls for repression 


day of mourning, with flags at 
half-staff and black bunting on 


municipal government buildings. 
Police pirracd the blame on the 


em Basque provinces. 

Defence Minister Julian Garcia 
Vargas called on Spaniards to 
“reject not only tbe violent — tbe 
terrorist mafia of ETA — ■ also 
those who support the violence 
directly or indirectly and say they 
understand it.” 

Mr. Garda Vargas was making 
clear reference to the radical Bas- 
que coalition Heni Batasuna, 
which is considered the political 
arm of ETA-Herri Batasuna is 
the only Basque political group- 
ing that has not called on ETA to 
lay down its arms, and its reaction 
to this week’s bombings was 
typical of its response to previous 
attacks. 

The bombings “make dear the 


only serve to prolong a political 
conflict whose painful consequ- 
ences we’ve been lamenting for 

fnA muu >• . U ■ 


too many years,” a Hern Batasu- 
na statement said. 


The ruling Soda list Party, 
which won a plurality of par- 
liamentary scats in June 6 general 
elections, is negotiating with Her- 
ri Batasuna’s anti-ETA rival, the 
conservative Basque Nationalist 
Party, with an eye towards form- 
ing a ruling coalition. 


LONDON (R) — Britons spend 
less on dotting than most of their 
fashion-conscious European 
neighbours but more on under- 
wear, a survey published Tuesday 
said. Italians were the biggest 
spenders, allocating 9.4 per cent 
of their household budget to clo- 
thing, followed by Spain at ££ 1 

per cent, Germany 7.8 per cefflr' 
and Belgium 7.4 per cent. The 
European Lifestyles 1993 report 
revealed. HoDand at seven per 
cent, France 6.2 per cent and 
Britain at 5.6 per cent were bot- 
tom of the list. “When it conies to 
underwear the British distinguish 
themselves and shop against the 
trend,” Helen Doherty of the 
market analysts Mintel, which 
produced the survey, told the 
Daily Telegraph newspaper. “In 
all other countries adults are 
more likely to shop regularly for 
outwear than for underwear. In 
Britain it is the other way around 
ana underwear came out on top,” 

She added. The survey examined 
?£ff C, i d, . nfi habits of more than 
7,000 adults in seven European 
countries. It found that Belgians 
spent the most on food, drink and 
tobacoo along with Italy md^ ^ 
France. Germans were the bic- 
gest spenders on leisure activitii! 
followed by Britons. Italians and 
the Dutch -The survey also dis- 
closed the Britain had the highest 
divorce rate with one hiwfiSS - 
for every 2.3 marriages. P J 


Court ]ails livestock 
thief for 20 years 


ET A may have timed its attack 
as a wanting against such a pact. 

Henri Batasuna, which won 
four seats in the Spanish parlia- 
ment in the 1989 elections, this 
time failed to win a plurality in 
any of the Basque provinces and 
wound up with only two seats in 
the 350-seat lower house. 


HAVANA (R)- 
Monday jailed ti 
png of horse am 
for 20 years in wl 
sion described as 
At the h& 
sports hall in the ti 
^jas. A 
Koanguez was 
charges includi: 
slaughter offivest. 
of meat and unam 
s,on Of firearms. 
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Agassi enjoys midsummer dream 


^IMBLEDON (Agencies) — 
AMre Agassi grew up amid the 
ganibSing tables of Las Vegas so 

■ g™!** 1 “ no surprise the 
Wimbledon wheel of fortune 

. seems permanently stacked in his 

favour. 

Monday was the longest day of 
. tte year in the northern bemis- 
▼ pocre and, by every normal shied 
of tennis logic, was destined to 

■ produce, anything but a midsum- 
. met mbit’s dream for the defend- 
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et Germany’s Michael Stich, 
m impressive form as he dispatch- 
ed Jan Stemerink of the Nether- 
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sets, played 
of Agassi’s 
victory over Bernd 
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lands m 
down the si 
7-5, 6-4, 

. Karbacher. 

. “He played a guy who had a 
- virus for the last two weeks and 
couldn’t even play doubles. I 
don’t think that that was a real 
. test for him,” Stich, the 1991 
, champion and a winner last week 
. Queen’s Club, said after he 
. had confirmed his own status a 
serious rival for the men’s tide. 
!%. Agassi was sidelined for two 
months before last week because 
of tendinitis in his right wrist. He 
was delighted to have got a 
potentially tricky obstacle out of 
the way and with the enthusiastic 
.reception he got from the show 
. court crowd. 

“This is the second best feeling 
of my career. The best was win- 
. ping here, last year,” the Amer- 
ican eighth seed said. “Today I 
would have played ten sets. 1 
didn’t want to leave the court." 
.. Having cleared die awkward 

- first hurdle — not without diffi- 
culty for her trailed 5-2 in the first 
set — Agassi now believes be can 
play himself into good eno ugh 
form to have a chance of retain- 
ing his tide. 

^ Having been beaten by Carl- 
Uwe Steeb in his first match last 
■ week at Halle, Agassi has come 
. into the tournament on the back 
of a week of intense physical 
training. 

“That is all I have to go on to 
be honest, coming into this 
tournament. Now as 1 get 
through a match or two then I will 
be able to start counting on my 
mental frame of mind.” 

That view was bom out "by 
; Karbacher, who predicted: “If he ' 
can get to the last 16 then he can 
beat anyone.” 

Agassi ruled out any suggestion 
that his wrist injury might force 
him to pull out of the touma- 
. ment */- 

^I sdll4ieed treatment to keeo 
it healthy. It’s an injury that moi ; 

- wear and tear can stimulated 
. said. 

“They don't suspect that it 
could swell up with a match or 
during a tournament but they 
suspec} that over the long haul 
the abuse that it takes could mean 
, I could not compete. 

> Agassi now plays Britain’s 
Ross Matheson or Brazilian Joao 
Cnnha Silva and has a comfort- 
able path to the fourth round 
where he is due to meet Richard - 
Krajicek. 

Krajicek, the fastest server on 
the tour, was a straight sets win- 
ner over NQdas Kulti of Sweden. 

' Stefan Edberg might have lost 
his status as the bookmaker’s 
favourite after struggling for four 
sets against Canadian Greg 






-.-..-sea. 


Defending champion Andre Agassi 


'Rusedski. 

' The Swede, bidding for bis 
third Wimbledon title, made hard 
work of getting past a qualifier 
who refused to lie down and die 
but finally clinched victory 6-4, 
6-4, 6-7, 7-6 in a fourth set 
tiebreak. 

Ivan Lendl must have thought 
he was retie ving his worst night- 
mare as he dropped the first set to 
qualifier Brian Dcvening. But the 
seventh seed, who crashed out of 
the French Open in the first 
round to a qualifier, pulled his 
game together and ran out a 6-7, 
6-4, 6-1, 6-3 winner. 

Jim Courier got his title bid off 
.to a frying start, beating Italy's 
Gianluca Pozzi 6-0, 7-5, 6-4, but 
the third seed was stQl down- 
playing his chances on a surface 
where he always been ill at ease. 

“Wimbledon for me, it’s not 
my natural surface. It's a crap- 
shoot,” the American said. 
Courier said it would take “a lot 
of good tennis and a little bit of 
hick” for him to add this title to 
his Australian and French 
crowns. 

Gabriela Sabatini was the only 
(me of the major competitors for 
the women’s title in action on the 
opening day. 

The fourth seeded Argentinian 
beat Carrie Cunningham 7-5, 6-2 
but had a modi tougher-than- 
battle to win. 

ibatini, who has not won a 
tournament for over a year, 
looked much better when she 
started to attack the net in the 


in making Wimbledon history in 
199 3. 

This is the first time three 
sisters have been seeded at the 
championships. 

The youngest, Magdalena, is 
seeded No. 10; oldest manuelva 
Maleeva-Fragniere is No. 11, and 
middle sister’ Katerina is No. 12. 
The Maleevas made history ear- 
lier in the year when they became 
the first three sisters to be seeded 
at a Grand Slam tournament at 
the Australian Open. They repe- 
ated this accomplishment at the 
recent French Open. 

Yet none of the Maleeva's have 
gone further than the fourth 
round at either the 1993 Austra- 
lian or French Opens. 

☆ Steffi’s centre court seat: 
When Steffi Graf quits playing 
tennis, she wants to return to 
Wimbledon as a fan. 

The top seed and defending 
champion has been playing top- 
flight tennis for 11 years and says 
she wants to get into wind-surfing 
or skiing when she stops playing. 

“I won’t remain in tennis, ex- 
cept for one thing,” she said. “I 
will want to watch Wimbledon. 

“It’s a privilege to be a member 
of the All England Club,” said 
the 24-year-old German, who has 
even visited the club to sit on 
centre court at other times of the 
year. 

Yet Graf was not a big fan of 
the Wimbledon grass when she 
first played here as a 13-year-old 
and was unhappy with the low 
bounces. 


S -Tacnrt'Tfififto'-pUj on It any’ 

brought her the only Grand Slam more- ^ ^ ” - 

* UA equality: The women’s 


tide she has yet to daim at the 
1990 U.S. Open. 

“Fm feeling very good and X 
think I am playing a lot better 
than last year,” Sabatini said. 

Anke Huber, the German 
ninth seed who Sabatini should 
meet in the fourth round, also 
had to struggle. She beat Cecilia 
Dahlman of Sweden 11-9 in a 
second set tiebreak after scraping 
through die first set 7-5. 

Bulgarian sisters Magdalena 
Maleeva and Manuela Maleeva 
Fragniere, seeded tenth and 11th, 
both came through their first 
round matches. 

WIMBLEDON NOTEBOOK 

☆ Makevas everywhere: Congra- 
tulations to the Maleeva siblings 
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TEST YOUR PLAY 


East- West vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 
»J32 
? K J 10 8 2 
0 K Q 10 6 

* A 

WEST EAST 

• Q 9 8 6 4 K 7 4 

FSS A Q 7 4 

0 J 9 8 5 3 v 7 

* Q 2 * J 8 7 6 3 

SOUTH 
4 A 10 5 
<? 9 6 
v A 4 2 
4 E 10 9 5 4 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 Pass 2 * 

2 0 Pass 3 NT 


Opening lead: Five of 0 — ” 
Imagine yourself on the verge of 
winning a major national champi- 
onship. AH you need is a good score 
on t.hia board from the recent Sum- 
mer North American Champion- 
ships in Toronto, and you will have 
achieved y our goal. Cover up the 
East-West hawfa and formulate 
your plan. 

You have reached a three-no- 
trump contract that should be bid 
by everyone- You receive a favorable 


diamond lead, which you win on the 
table with the ten. You cross to hand 
with the ace o f diamonds and run 
the nine of hearts. East, Frank 
Wharton i " Bermuda, wins the ace 
and returns a club to dummy's ace. 
How do you proceed at match-point 
pairs? Do you play differently in a 
team match scored by International 
Match Points? 

Playing in a pair competition. 
South saw the possibility of a host 
of overtricks. Declarer led the jack 
of spades, covered by the king and 
taken by the ace. The king of clubs 
was cashed and when the ten of 
hearts was finessed, the roof fell in. 
East's queen of hearts won, and af- _ 
ter cashing the jack of clubs East ~ 
returned a spade, aUowjng-the de- 
fenders to Jake-three tricks in that 
suit f dr down two. 

We would probably have suffered 
a similar fate in a pair event. What 
about in a team match? 

Unless we desperately needed a 
point or two, we would make certain 
of our contract. After winning the 
first trick, we would simply lead 
hearts from dummy to force out the 
ace and queen. Thai way we would 
be guaranteed one spade, three 

hearts, four diamonds and two 
dubs— 10 tricks in alL 


main draw features representa- 
tives from 31 countries while the 
men’s main draw hosts players 
from 29 nations. 

The United States has the most 
players participating in both the 
women’s and men’s competition 
— there are 28 Americans in each 
field. 

The youngest player in the 
draw, 16-year-old Loma Wood- 
roffe of Britain, put up a spirited 
fight before falling is the first 
round to 11th seed Mannela 
Maleeva-Fragniere 7-5 6-4. 
Woodroffe is 20 years younger 
than the championships’ oldest 
player Martina Navratilova, who 
first appeared at Wimbledon four 
years before Woodroofe was 
born and won her first cham- 
pionship when the Briton was a 
year old. 

* When America’s Malivai 
Washington appeared wearing a 
bine bandage to support a thigh 
strain, officials hurriedly radioed 
to check he was not fronting 
Wimbledon’s rigid chess code, 
which stipulates that players 
shold wear predominantly white. 
The bandage eventually passed 
inspection. 

☆ The price of strawberries and 
cream, traditional Wimbledon 
fare, has risen by five pence (7.5 
cents) this year to one pound 70 
pence (2.50). For that price cus- 
tomers receive nine strawberries. 
Some 23 tonnes of the fruit will 
be eaten during the fortnight. 
Hungry spectators can pay 3.50 
pounds (5.20) for a sandwich. 
Long queues formed outside the 
bank of the first day of the 
championships. 

☆ It’s a tough life being a tennis 
champion away from home. 
World number two Jim Courier, 
who spends much of his life flit- 
ting from one penthouse suite to 
another far from his Florida 
home, misses his car. “No matter 
bow nice your hotel room is, how 
nice a city yon're in, home is 
where you’ve got your car, you’ve 

your clothes, you’ve got yonr 
snds and you’re in yonr en- 
vironment,” he said. 


Bulls’ win 
sparks 

violence in 

Chicago 

•» 

CHICAGO (AFP) — At least 

two people were killed and more 
than 600 arrested after the home- 
town Bulls won the National Bas- 
ketball Asodation championship 
for the third consecutive year, 
police said Monday. 

The B dlls’ historic victory Sun- 
day night was settled by a drama- 
tic three-pointer with just four 
seconds left to play, pushing the 
Bulls over the top with a narrow 
99-98 win over the Phoenix Suns. 

As the match began, Chicago 
put thousands of extra police on 
patrol and spent at least one 
million dollars to prevent a repeat 
of last year’s riots that erupted 
after the Bulls* second NBA win. 

An 18-year-old man was shot 
and killed while riding around 
town in a car celebrating the 
victory, after a group of 30 people 
attacked the car and dragged the 
occupants out, police said. 
Another passenger was reported 
in serious condition after being 
stabbed. 

On the south ride, a 26-year- 
old woman was killed by a stray 
bullet while celebrating with a 
group of friends, according to 
police, who also reported that 
two girls were 'womded while driv- 
ing down a street oh the north- 
west side. 

Some 645 people were arrested 
and six police were injured by 
crowds who threw rocks and bot- 
tles at them, but police said this 
was an improvement on last year 
when 1,000 people were arrested 
and 107 police were hurt. 

Thousands of fans greeted the 
Balk when their fright arrived at 
O’Hare International Airport 
just after 3 a.m. from Phoenix, 
Arizona. 

Several hundred people par- 
tied in a street between police 
roadlocks as two trombonists 
played the Bulls theme song. 

Looting was reported all over 
the city assotiatiou some people in die 
crowd knocked items off store 
shelves, toppled newspaper 
stands and broke windows. 


World Cup 
will he a 
success — 
but nothing 
will change 

NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. soc- 
cer officials showed this month 
that they will be able to fill every 
seat at the 1994 World Cup. They 
also showed they have made no 
progress toward their ultimate 
goal - starting a major profession- 
al league. 

When FIFA awarded the 
World Cup to the United States 
on July 4, 1988, the governing 
body’s goal was to jump-start the 
sprat in the United States. 

However, soccer officials ha- 
ven’t been willing to market the 
sport in traditional American 
ways. The six U.S. Cup ’93 games 
averaged 47,793 tickets sold, but 
there has been no widespread 
increase in general interest and 
no tong-term financial commit- 
ments' from sponsors. 

Soccer observers, fans and 
even a few U.S. World Cup 
officials all said similar things 
during the two-week warmup 
tournament that concluded Satur- 
day: Next year's World Cup will 
be a success and nothing will 
change. 

There hasn’t been a major out- 
door soccer league in the United! 
States since the North American 
Soccer League folded after the 
1984 season, and there are few 
realistic places to play. U.S. soc- 
cer officials, who at first said 
there would be a league by 1994, 
were told by FIFA last week to 
deliver a plan by December. 

Even the U.S. team has image 
problems. While Brazil coach 
Carlos Alberto Parreira spoke in 
English, U.S. coach Bora MDuti- 
novic mostly spoke Spanish and 
used a translator, making it diffi- 
cult for U.S. television stations to 

K t him on the air. Thomas 
>oley, who scored rate goal for 
tiie United States against Eng- 
land and two against Germany, is 
jnst learning English after getting 
a U.S. passport last year. 


A1 Ahli dethrone A1 Orthodoxi 85-61 to 
clinch Jordan Basketball Championship 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A1 Ahli Tuesday 
proved that a five-month delay 
and a co ntroversy-e nsnarled 
competition had not weakened 
their restive or spoiled their 
appetite to score a big win 
dethroning the Kingdom’s bas- 
ketball championship titlebol- 
ders, Ai Orthodoxi, 85-61 to 
clinch the 1992 championship 
title. 

Although* HDal Barakat vir- 
tually carried the burden of 
leading his team as he scored 
31 of Ai Orthodoxi’s 61 points*. 
AI AhH’s win stressed the well- 
known fact that basketball is a 
team game rather than a one 
man show. 

The match was played at the 
Sports Palace court under the 
patronage of Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Aisha and was 
attended by His Royal High- 
ness Prince Ah, Sharifa Zein 
Bent Naser, Minister of Youth 
Abdullah Oweidat and 
2000 basketball fans . 

Although AI Orthodoxi 
(who twice lost to AI Ahli in 
other tournaments in the past 
months) bad a frill tineup of 
players this time, the match 
was totally dominated by AI 
Ahli from outset as they main- 
ly secured offensive and defen- 
sive rebounding. Both teams 
seemed cautious and AI Ortho- 
doxi had their sole lead of the 
match at 8-7 in the fifth mi- 
nute. 

From then on AI Ahli scored - 
eight consecutive points before 
key guard Naser Bushnaq 
added another two by a slam 
dunk. Playmaker Samir Mnr- 
qns scored a three-pointer giv- 
ing AI Ahli a 20-10 lead with 
nine minntes remaining. 



AI AhH’s team 


A three pointer by AI 
Orthodoxi’s captain Murad 
Barakat kept the ten-point gap 
at 24-14. After two three- 
pointers by Yousef ZaghJoul 
AJ Ahli took their lead to 32-19 
with HDal Barakat scoring for 
his team. 

Bushnaq and Mohammad AI 
Shamali scored for AI Ahli to 
lead 41-24. AI Ahli then called 
a time out with two seconds 
remaining. With a second left 
Marwan Matouq scored a 
three pointer ending the first 
half 44-24. 

AI Orthodoxi, who de- 
pended on the basic tinenp of 
players, tried to lessen the gap 
in an effort to catch up, win 


and retain their tide. Bushnaq 
and Shamali continued to score 
as AI Ahli stin led 50-35. 

AI AhH succeeded in covert- 
many turnovers and loose 
to maintain a co mma n - 
lead of 58-35. 
r he younger Barakat 
brother, Hilal, depended on 
three-pointers in an effort to 
minimise AJ Orthodoxi’s loss. 

Supported by a huge number 
of fans, AI Ahli continued to 
score by Bushnaq and Zagh- 
loul, while Hilal Barakat 
scored 9 consecutive points as 
AI Orthodoxi still trailed 71- 
54. 

Ma'touq scored another 
three-pointer to give his team a 


20 point lead with 2.30 minutes 
remaining. 

A three-pointer by Jihad 
Saliba was the last of AI Ortho- 
doxi’s scores as AI Ahli’s Mnr- 
qus scored two free throws 
ending the match with an 85-61 
win to clinch the title they last 
won in 1990. 

Ai Jazfreh finished third in 
the 1992 championship, which 
was put on bold since Jan. 26 
after a controversial 84-81 
Orthodoxi win in overtime. As 
officials' failed to resolve the 
matter, AI Ahli withdrew their 
protest of the much>disputed 
match and agreed to play a 
game. AI Ahli 


final deddin 
had won the 
68-65. 


>t round match 


IOC officials reach ‘historic’ agreement on doping, litigation 


LAUSANNE (AP)— The Olym- 
pic movement, taking decisive 
action on two of sprat’s most 
pressing issues, agreed Monday 
to unify doping rules and penal- 
ties and set up a special arbitra- 
tion system to keep athletes out 
of civil courts. 

Under the accords, interna- 
tional sports federations risk 
being kicked out of Olympic com- 
petition unless they agree, to app- 
ly unifonn methods and sanctions 
for doping, inducting a minimum 
two-year suspension for use of 
performance-enhancing drugs. 

Athletes who contest doping 
suspensions or other decisions 
will have recourse to a new, 
independent supreme council of 
international sport arbitration. 
With die litigious United States in 
mind, athletes will be required to 
agree in advance to settle any 
disputes by arbitration and not by 
filing law suits. 

The agreements were reached 
daring a special joint meeting of 
the foterastional Olympic Com- 
mittee executive board and the 
council of the Association of 
Sommer Olympic International 
Federations (ASOIF). 

On drags, the officials moved 


to eliminate the discrepancy in 
rales and sanctions that has ham- 
pered the fight against doping. 
Some federations cany out regu- 
lar drag tests, while some don’t at 
all. Depending on the sport, sus- 
pensions for drug use have 
ranged from three months to life. 

The two bodies agreed that 
unjfied rules and procedures for 
doping controls.both 'during ^and 
out of competition* should be 
^applied to all sports 'federations. 
All sports should impose a mini- 
• mum punishment of two years for 
drag use, with individual federa- 
tions free to impose stiffer 
punishment if they wish. 

“I would say tins is a historic 
step,’ said Prince Alexandre de 
Merode, president of the IOC 
medical comission. “We have fol- 
lowed up words with real action.” 

All federations will be asked to 
adopt the IOC’s list of banned 
substances. Federations should 
recognize drag bans imposed by 
other federations in order to pre- 
vent a suspended athlete in one 
sport from trying to compete in 
another. Financial assistance will 
be provided to any federation 
needed help to intensify their 
anti-doping controls. 


A SPACIOUS VILLA FOR RENT 

A furnished villa in Abdoun. Three bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, sitting, dining room, telephone line, T.V. room. 
American kitchen, laundry and servant's room; with 
garden and garage. 

— Call 826146 


The resolution said sports on 
the Olympic programme must be 
governed by international federa- 
tions winch comply with the com- 
mon rules — a dear threat to 
expel any sport which refuses to 
go along with the agreement. 

The two bodies will meet again 
in October or November with 
representatives of all federations, 
national Olympic committees and 
.athletes to implement the, ded- 

*-■ -»*** ... » - T .. - • Jt cJD. 

sion. . . 

De Merode said 20 or more 
federations wre ready to join the 
agreement immediately, while 
others will be given time to comp- 
ly gradually. 

Four years ago in Barcelona, 
.the two bodies readied a similar 
agreement which went largely 
ignored. 

“This time we have the full 
agree m ent of the federations," 
De Merode said. “They are all 
enthusiastic. They understood 
the need to act,” 

Officials also felt an urgency to 
act on the litigation issue, high- 
lighted by the legal battle waged 
by 400 metre world-record holder 
Butch Reynolds against the Inter- 
national Amateur Athletic Fed- 
eration. 

The new arbitration council 
will be headed by 20 international 


jurists, who will designate 
specially-qualified arbitrators to 
hear the cases. The IOC, the 
federations, the national Olympic 
committees and the athletes will 
each select four jurists. Those 16 
jurists will select four others. 

Athletes who have exhausted 
their appeals within their indi- 
vidnal federations will be aUe to 
gtrtb die hew arbitration panel 
foria .binding decision. 

"The decisions of the arbitra- 
tion tribunal will be equivalent to 
the final decision of an ordinary 
civil appeals court,” said IOC 
director general Francois Car- 
rard. 

The most controversial ele- 
ment of the system is the require- 
ment that athletes formally agree 
to settle their disputes out of civil 
courts. 

Carrard siad athletes would re- 
tain a right to go to court aftej the 
arbitration process, but only in 
the limited cases of “gross viola- 
tion of due process, fundamental 
rights or public order.” 

Officials said the arbitration 
system was particularly important 
considering the next summer 
games will be in the United 
States, in Atlanta in 1996. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Abdoun, Opposite the New American Embassy 

2nd floor, 123 sq.m., 3 bedrooms, an open area including living, 
sitting, dining, 2 bathrooms, 2 glassed-in balconies, separate 
central heating, water & electricity with an extra solar heating 
system and private garage. 

For more details please call 824254 after 2:00 o’clock. 

Note; The apartment can be rented with or without furniture. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 
IN SHMEISANI 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 large salons, 2 verandas, big 
kitchen, central heating, telephone, new furniture. 
Located In a quiet area with spectacular view. 

(Area - 250 sq. m.) 

For more Information Tel. 662255 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY WANTED 

An establishment seeks to employ an executive- 
secretary with the following qualifications; 

1. Minimum of 5 years experience. 

2. Arabic and English typing. 

3. Ability to use computers and keep files. 

Send academic qualifications 
and testimonials to Fax: 604161 


GOLD A 

OUR PRICES y 

SALE 

30% 

Up to June 30, 1993 

a DAjEWELLEBsANI 


Amra 


Hotel — Amman. 
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Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


A 

T 



A FEW GOOD MEN 

Stem: 12:30, 3:00, 5:45. 8:15, 1030 p.m. 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 




Happy Eld AI Adha 

Adel Imam — in 

The Forgotte 

Arabic 


Shorn at 11 M*. 'riM, 3J0, 630. &30, Mh30,tt3Q pA. 



Cinema 


Tel.: 634144 


PHILADELPHIA 


OPPORTUNITY 
KNOCKS 

Children's show at 11 am. 

~cn Thursdays. Fridays and 
Sundays the movie: 

|Tfw Fox NE^I the Hamid 

Shows: 1230, 3-J0, 6:15, 8J0, 1QJ0 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl AI Mashinl Theatre 


Fer the first time in AmmaPi you - have a 
date with the National Palestinian Theatre' 
— the Gaza Strip — in a play entitled; 

The Assassination off Hantliila|i 
by artist Saeed BItar 

Am onfrfcby-MidSrfKttay, Jem 4 red S at fcM pek 
Plem book seats in advance 


Nabil & Hisham's 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


presents 

1) Parliament and Budget play 
atj p.m._ 

on Mctfchjr Tuesday and Wednesday 

2^AWan New World Order 
> pm. on Thursday, Friday and Satur 


1 
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Iraq hits sanctions 
as violation of rights 


VIENNA (Agencies) — The Un- 
ited Nation's comprehensive 
sanctions against Iraq are “ini- 
quitous" and a “flagrant violation 


of human rights," the Iraqi jus- 
forld ( 


tice minister told the World Con- 
ference on Homan Rights here 
Tuesday. 

Shabib A1 Maliki said the con- 
tinued blockade, first imposed by 
the U.N. Security Council after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990, was 
a “flagrant abuse of power and a 
crime of genocide perpetrated 
against an entire people.” 
Rising to speak while the con- 
ference was discussing human 
nights' being used as a political 
weapon, Mr. Maliki asked: 
"Where are the human rights 
called for by the influential mem- 
bers of the Security Council....?” 
“These countries,” he con- 
tinued, “do not find it enough to 
have inflicted all the destruction 
that they did (on) Iraq's civil and 
economic infrastructure.” 

- He accused the Security Coun- 
cil of “claims of grave violations 
of human rights in Iraq to create 
pretexts for interference in Iraq's 
internal affairs.” 

He urged the conference to 
speak out against foreign interfer- 
ence "under the pretext of pro- 
tection of human rights.” 

“The. continued imposition of 
this blockage constitutes a viola- 
tion of the universality of human 
rights, a suppression of all Iraqi 
human rights, a flagrant abuse of 
the use of power and a crime of 
genocide perpetrated against an 
entire people,” Mr. Maliki told 
the conference. 


he added. 

Delegtes from more than 160 
countries are attending the Vien- 
na conference to try to hammer 
out a comprehensive document 
that would make the principles of 
human rights universally binding 
on all states, regardless of politic- 
al, economic, cultural or religious 
differences. 

Baghdad is trying to negotiate 
an end to the U.N. sanctions 
because of rising domestic press- 
ure against the government of 
President Saddam Hussein. Mid- 
dle East diplomats said in Geneva 
on Monday. 

They were commenting on a 
meeting between U .N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali and Iraq's 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz. Both agreed the U.N. 
would pursue' talks on ail issues 
arising out of the sanctions. 

Under the sanctions ruling, 
Iraq is allowed to sell limited 
amounts of oil to pay for huma- 
nitarian supplies but Baghdad has 
so far refused to do so unless all 
sanctions are lifted. 


“The people of Iraq suffer to- 
day from shortages in food, : 


, medi- 
cine and medical requirements... 
the blockage of causing 
thousands of lives to be lost 
among women and the elderly,” 


Mr. Maliki accused “influential 
member states of the Security 
Council” — meaning the United 
States and its Western allies — of 
using alleged human rights viola- 
tions in Iraq as a pretext for 
.continuing the sanctions. 

Iraq also joined China and 
other Asian and Middle East 
countries, including its regional 
rival Iran, in rejecting moves at 
the conference to promulgate the 
universality of human rights and 
to establish a U.N. high commis- 
sioner for human rights. 

These countries say that West- 
ern human rights standards can- 
not and should not be imposed on 
countries with different cultural, 
economic or religious values. 


Israeli group 

challenges 

Rabin 


TEL AVIV (R) — The Associa- 
tion for Civil Rights in Israel 
(ACRI) said Tuesday it had been 
labelled an “enemy of the peo- 
ple” by Prune Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and accused him of setting 
back the cause of human rights. 

- At a news conference, ACRI 
Chairwoman Ruth Gavison chal- 
lenged foe Rabin government to 
put into law international human 
rights covenants in the coming 
year, including the Fourth Gene- 
va Convention covering occupied 
territory. 

“The difference m the effec- 
tiveness of human rights protec- 
tion... (would) be immense,” she 
said. 


The ACRI's annual report, 
presented at the news confer- 
ence, summarised its efforts for 
Israelis and Palestinians in foe 
occupied territories. 

It assailed as “pernicious” Mr. 
Rabin’s statement attacking foe 
ACRI for challenging his expul- 
sion last December of 415 Palesti- 
nians to Lebanon, including 
alleged activists of foe Islamic 
resistance movement Hamas. 

“The prime minister conde- 
mned us (then) as foe ‘association 
for foe rights of Hamas,'” Mr. 
Gavison said. “Obviously it's not 
a trivial thing for an organisation 
like us to be labelled an enemy of 
the people by the prime minister. 

“We feel that the statements by 
foe prime minister were very well 
received in the general popula- 
tion -and helped delegithnise foe 
importance of what we are 
doing,” she said. 

ACRI lost foe supreme court 
fight to overturn Mr. Rabin's 
Dec. 17 expulsion of foe alleged 
Muslim activists. 



Dhaka students fight police ,ran * Kyrgyzsrtan sign accords 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh students fought 
police, attacked teachers and tore up examination 
papers after 1,500 students were expelled for 
cheating, education officials said Tuesday. The 
students went on a rampage at several test centres 
on Monday after foe students were caught with 
prepared notes supplied by friends or relatives for 
their college final examinations, foe officials told 
reporters. Police guarding foe centres intervened 
but students attacked them with stones and brides. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran and Kyrgyzstan Tuesday 
signed seven agreements to boost political econo- 
mic and cultural ties, the Iranian news IRNA 
agency said. Kyrgyzstan President Askar Akayev, 
vdio left for holy city of Mashhad after a two-day 
visit here, said the accords were signed to improve 
air tr ans portation between the two countries and 
promote b anking and tourism. 


Blast damages Newry hotel 


Captain, crew indicted for smuggling 


BELFAST (AP) — A bomb badly damaged a 
hotel and homes early Tuesday, hours after police 
said the Irish Republican Army (IRA) planned a 
renewed bombing campaign in Northern Ireland. 
The bomb planted in a van detonated while 
experts were trying to cany out a controlled 
explosion, said a spokesman for foe Royal Ulster 
Constabulary. The blast heavily damaged a hotel 
and shattered windows in 60 homes. Police re- 
ceived a late and vague warning that a bomb had 
been planted in Newry, 55 kilometres southwest of 
Belfast, the spokesman said. The area was being 
evacuated when the bomb went off. 


NEW YORK (R) — Federal prosecutors said on 
Monday that the captain and crew members of a 
decrepit freighter that ran aground earlier this 
month were indicted for smuggling more than 250 
Chinese aliens to New York. The immigrants had 
been carried on foe “Golden Venture.” which was 
grounded off Queens on June 6 after having 
travelled from Thailand and Kenya en route to foe 
United States. At least 30 of the aliens died when 
they jumped into the water after foe ship ran 
aground. 


Angola, U.S. seal ties 


7 killed in Venezuelan prison 


LUANDA (AFP) — The Angolan government 
could begin military cooperation with the United 
States, Defence Minister Pedro Maria Tonha said 
after foe two countries sealed diplomatic ties here 
Monday. U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for 
African Affairs George Moose, here on a two-day 
visit, signed a declaration establishing diplomatic 
relations between Washington and Luanda with 
Angolan Foreign Minister Venancio de Moura. 


Koreas agree to talks this week 


BARCELONA (AFP) — Prisoners armed with 
guns and handmade knives killed seven inmates 
during an uprising here, hurling severed heads into 
foe prison’s central courtyard, officials said Mon- 
day. They said 20 inmates were wounded in foe 
fighting, which broke out between rival gangs after 
visiting hours Sunday at the Barcelona Penitenti- 
ary. known here as the “Puente Ayala inferno.” 
Five of the prisoners were decapitated and muti- 
lated with handmade knives known as “chuzos," 
officials said. 


SEOUL (AFP) — South Korea Tuesday agreed to 
a North Korean proposal to resume long-frozen 
talks later this week, saying it would give the two 
sides an opportunity to discuss the thorny nuclear 
issue as well as a future exchange of special 
envoys, a spokesman said. Prime Minister Hwang 
In-Sung, in a reply to his Northern counterpart 
Kang Song-San. said Seoul would send two dele- 
gates to foe border truce village Panmunjom for 
talks Thursday. 


Brazzaville barricades removed 


Tamils free five hostages 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Tamil guerrillas Tuesday 
freed five of the 39 Sri Lankan security personnel 
they have held captive for three years in return for 
the partial lifting of an embargo on vital supplies 
reaching their stronghold, military sources said . 
The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
banded over the five policemen to government 
representatives in the Tiger stronghold of northern 
Jaffna peninsula from where they were due to be 
flown to Colombo, foe sources said. 


BRAZZAVILLE (R) — Congolese troops have 
peacefully removed barricades which opposition 
activists used to block the streets of Brazzaville for 
more than a week, residents said on Tuesday. 
They said the demonstrators had already left the 
streets before the army began dismantling the 
barricades on Monday and foe intervention passed 
off without incident. Tension was defused by an 
opposition announcement on Monday that Presi- 
dent Pascal Lissouba had agreed to rerun foe 
second round of parliamentary elections. 


Jesse Jackson In Libya 


U.S., Mexico revise treaty 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — U.S. black rights activist Jesse 
Jackson was visiting Libya Tuesday for talks on 
Libya's standoff with the West over foe Lockerbie 
bombing, well-infoimed sources here said. Mr. 
Jackson “wants to listen to Libyan's position on 
foe Lockerbie affair as well as fold out about the 
efforts it is making” to solve the dispute, one 
source said. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) —The United States and 
Mexico have agreed to revise their extradition 
treaty to ban government kidnapping of criminal 
suspects in each other's country. U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher and Mexican Foreign 
Minister Fernando Soiana said the two countries 
would move swiftlv to revise the extradition treaty . 


Iran releases 450 Iraqis 


Two Chinese kidnapped in Pakistan 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran on Tuesday released 450 
Iraqi army deserters who had been captured when 
they crossed the border into Iran during the Gulf 
war, state-run radio said. An official in charge of 
war prisoners, who was only named as Aghamiri. 
said 3,655 deserters bad so far been returned to 
Iraq at their request. He described them as 
“guests" who had come to Iran voluntarily and 
said they had been well treated. 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Two Chinese engineers 
were kidnapped in Pakistan's impoverished south- 
western Baluchistan province, diplomatic sources 
here and officials said Tuesday. The engineers 
were identified by officials as Weng Chinping and 
Zheng Hongpao. They were abducted by six 
armed men who wore masks and took the Chinese 
away from an area named Bos tan north of the 
Baluchistan provincial capital of Quetta Monday. 
The motive of foe kidnappers was not known, an 
official in Quetta said, adding that an hectic search 
was underway to rescue the two men. 


Nepal seeks trade with Israel 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime Minister Girija 
Prasad Koirala of Nepal arrived Tuesday on foe 
first visit to Israel by a leader from the Himalayan 
kingdom in a bid to stimulate economic ties, 
officials said. Accompanied by 13 top business- 
men, Mr. Koirala landed in Tel Aviv on the last 
leg of a drive to attract foreign business to Nepal 
which has also taken him to Austria, Germany and 
Finland. 





12TB MECHANISED DIVISION: EGs Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, foe Regent, Tues- 
day visits one of the formations of the 12th Royal 
Mechanised Division, where he was received-by the 
commanders of the division and the formation and 


senior officers. After a briefing on the duties 
assigned to the formation. Prince Hassan visited 
several units and was familiarised with their train- 
ing activities. The Crown Prince was accompanied 
on the visit by the chief of staff of the Land Forces 


EC pledges men and money 
for Bosnia Muslim safe areas 


COPENHAGEN (Agencies) — 
European Community (EC) lead- 
ers, struggling to patch together 
thdr battered policy on Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, pledged Tuesday to 
provide troops and money for foe 
protection of Muslim “safe 
areas.” 

The pledge came in a com- 
munique at the end of the com- 
munity's two-day summit which 
highlighted divisions on Bosnia 
policy. It was inserted only after a 
lengthy debate among leaders of 
the 12 EC countries, diplomats 
said. 

The text said that foe scheme 
to protect six Serb-besieged Mus- 
lim areas, authorised by the UN- 
ited Nations, was an “indispens- 
able contribution” to an overall 
settlement of foe Bosnia conflict. 

“The European Council de- 
rided to respond positively to 
foe request of foe U.N. secretary 
general for men and money,” it 
said. 

“ft urged member states to 
comply with that request within 
their abilities. At the same time, 
it appeals to other members of 
the international community to 
do likewise." 

U.N. Secretray General Bout- 
ros Ghali has requested an addi- 


tional 7,500 U.N. troops to pro- 
f the 


tect foe safe areas on top o 
7,700 already guarding relief op- 
erations in Bosnia. 

But until now no EC country 
had volunteered to send addition- 


al troops and plans included the 
dispatch of Tunisian. Pakistani 


and Scandinavian soldiers. 

Diplomats said French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand, whose 
country has some 5,000 troops in 


foe former Yugoslavia, made a 
strong call here for foe EC states 
to contribute troops to foe safe 
areas plan. 

The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) has 
already agreed to supply air cover 
but Mr. Mitterrand said that 
without foe troops, the world 
community might well tear up the 
U.N. Security Council resolution, 
arm foe Muslims and repatriate 
humanitarian troops. 

The EC leaders rebuffed a 
German proposal to lift an arms 
embargo against Bosnia. 

The ECs failure to take a 
stronger stance puts pressure on 
Bosnia's Muslim president. Alija 
Izetbegovic, to attend Wednes- 
day's talks in Geneva and negoti- 
ate & Serb-Croat proposal to 
carve Bosnia-Herzegovina into 
three ethnic regions . 

Bosnia's coll ©dive leadership 
on Tuesday overred Mr. Izetbe- 
govic and derided that Bosnia 
should attend the talks. 

Producing a letter of support 
from President Bill Clinton. Ger- 
man Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
urged foe community to press the 
United Nations to lift an arms 
embargo in order to help Muslim , 
forces repel advances by Serbs 
and Croats. 

“If we don’t help them, then 
we have to give than the chance 
to help themselves,” Dieter 
Vogel, a spokesman for German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, said 
Tuesday. “It is not just a question 
of politics, it’s question of mor- 
als.” 

But Britain, barked by France, 
called the propu^i u “recipe for 
chaos.” Prime Minister John Ma- 


jor said arming Muslims would 
worsen foe bloodshed, force the 
withdrawal of U.N. humanitarian 
forces and risk widening the con- 
flict. 


The ECs policy was already in 
llapse of \ 
joint effort with foe United Na- 


tatters after foe collapse of its 


tions to negotiate a settlement 
that would keep Bosnia a multi- 
ethnic state divided into 10 pro- 
vinces. 

The latest efforts have focused 
on a proposal to make Bosnia a 
confederation of Serb, Croat and 
Muslim nations as proposed last 
week in Geneva by Serbia and 
Croatia. EC officials were 
pushing their own version of foe 
scheme. 


The summit communique reaf- 
firmed foe need to maintain foe 
independence, sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of Bosnia and 
said foe EC “will not accept a 
territorial solution dictated by 
Serbs and Croats at the expense 
of the Bosnian Muslims.” 

It said sanctions imposed on 
Belgrade for supporting aggres- 
sion by the Bosnian Serbs would 
be tightened until a settlement is 
reached. "The community and its 
member states will contribute 
further resources to their strict 
enforcement,” the statement 
said. 


The communique capped a 
summit that featured divisions 
ova the question of troops for 
foe safe areas and the arms 
embargo. Diplomats said that EC 
leaders had a heated discussion 
on Bosnia over dinner Monday 
night and the debate continued 
on Tuesday. 


Egyptians 

greet 

Sudanese 


marchers 


KHARTOUM (R) — About 400 
Sudanese marched in protest to a 
disputed border ares and Egyp- 
tian soldiers allowed them in and 
treated them like guests, diplo- 
mats said on Tuesday. 

“The Egyptians were smart, 
said a Western diplomat. 

“They greeted foe protesters, 
said ‘ahlan wa sahlan," please sit 
down and have a drink after your 
ipwg journey. Welcome to our 
Arab guests.” 

A convoy of about 50 trucks set 
out from Port Sudan last week for 
the Halaib triangle, a remote 
patch of desert on foe Red Sea 
claimed by Egypt and Sudan, 
Khartoum’s official news agency 
SUNA reported. 

The decades-old dispute flared 
up again last year, woreening 
already tense ties between Cairo 
and IQiartoum's Islamic rulers, 
when Sudan granted a Canadian 
firm an oil concession there. 

Since then Egypt, which says it 
allowed Sudan to run Halaib but 
never conceded sovereignty, has 
sent troops to seal it off and 
surround three Sudanese police 
posts which watch over nomadic 
tribes. 

The convoy was greeted by 
Sudanese provincial commission- 
er Colonel Mohammad A1 Ghas- 
sem, SUNA said. Egyptian 
troops first stopped it south of foe 
town but let it through after 
several hours of talking. 

The protesters gathered in a 
square in Halaib chanting “Afla- 
hu Akbar” and dancing. Most 
were due to leave over the 
weekend, foe agency added. 

Sudanese officials say Egypt's 
strategy is to choke off slowly the 
remnants of Sudan's administra- 
tion while avoiding direct con- 
flict. 

The Egyptian army is building 
a sand rampart along foe 22nd 
Parallel at foe southern tip of foe 
triangle and is camped in some 
places next to the Sudanese 
police posts. 


EC discusses relief 


A European Community (EC) 
aid mission said Tuesday it was 
trying to persuade Sudanese lead- 
ers to open up relief corridors to 
let in food for half a million 
people trapped in southern 
Sudan’s civil war. 

“The humanitarian situation in 
the south is extremely grave," 
said Denmark's Development 
Minister Helle Degn. 

Mr. Degn arrived in Khartoum 
on Tuesday with senior officials 
from Britain and Belgium after 
visits to several war and famine 
zones in foe south. 


Pat Nixon 
dies at 81 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Pat 
Nixon, the uncomplaining silent 
partner in Richard Nixon's quar- 
ter century of political triumph 
and disgrace, died of lung cancer 
Tuesday at the Nixon home in 
New Jersey. 

She was 81 and had suffered 
from lung disease for years. 

The former president and their 
daughters. Tricia Nixon Cox and 
Julie Nixon Eisenhower, were 
with foe former first lady when 
she died. 

Funeral services were set for 
Saturday at the former presi- 
dent's library in Yorba Linda, 
California according to a state- 
ment from Mr. Nixon’s office 
that announced tne death. 

In their 53 years of marriage — 
their anniversary was Monday — 
through the dark years of Water- 
gate. through rhie pain of h is 
resignation from the presidency 
— the former Thelma Catherine 
Ryan was at Mr. Nixon’s side, 
never showing in public how 
much it hurt. 

“Pat” was only a nickname, 
bestowed by her father because 
she was born the day before St. 
Patrick’s Day. 

Mrs. Nixon's health had not 
been good since a Friday morning 
in 1974 when a helicopter carried 
the Nixons from the White 
House. A major stroke in 1976 
left ha with a paralysed left side 
and Mr. Nixon suggested that the 
sudden Alness was linked to her 
having read “the Final Days" — a 
harsh account of the Watergate 
scandal. 

“Mrs. Nixon read it. and her 
stroke came three days later.” he 
said. “This doesn't indicate that 
that caused the stroke... but it ' 
sure didn’t help." 

The former first lady made a 
painful recovery through exercise 
and physical therapy. But that 
first stroke — there was another, 
milder one, in 19S3 — began a 
series of illnesses. 

There were repeated hospita- 
lisations for asthmatic bronchitis, 
bronchia] pneumonia and lung 
infections and she underwent 
surgery in 1987 to remove a small 
cancerous tumor from her rnoulh. 
Mr. Nixon revealed in a 1993 
interview that she also suffered 
from emphysema. The public did- 
not know, but she had been a 
smoker in private. 


Algerian strategist killed after 
regime unveils reform blueprint 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Lead- 
ing politician and strategist 
Mohammad Boukhobza was 
assassinated here Tuesday in a 
knife attack, one day after ruling 
council unveiled a blueprint for 
sweeping reforms. 

A member of the National 
Conference, which replaced par- 
liament after the cancellation of 
elections in December 1991 , Mr. 
Boukhobza was recently desig- 
nated head of the military-backed 
authorities' “think tank,” the 
National Institute of Strategic 
Ideas (INESG). 

He was the second INESG 
head to be killed, his predecessor 
Djillali Lyabes having been assas- 
sinated in March. 

Mr. Boukhobza died of his 
wounds after being stabbed early 
Tuesday at his home in the centre 
of Algiers in the presence of bis 
two children, who had been tied 
up by the kilter, the source 
added. 


sination in her office, the source 
added. 

Mr. Boukhobza, 52, a sociolog- 
ist and author of an analysis of 
the causes of riots led by young 
Algerians in 1988, is the sixth 
leading establishment figure since 
March to die in attacks attributed 
to armed Islamic fundamental- 
ists. 

The other victims included 
Lyabes. wbo was also higher 
education minister, and prizewin- 
ning writer and journalist Tahar 
Djaout. 


non over foe next two to three 
years, promising a modem Mus- 
lim. democratic state with a free- 


Thc tailing comes a day after 


Algerian authorities put forward 
a draft plan to hold presidential 
and parliamentary elections by 
1996 as part of the country's 
transition to democratic rule. 


No one claimed responsibility 
for the killing. 

His wife, the director of a. 
primary school near the family 
home, was informed of foe assas- 


Islamic militants have been 
waging a low-level guerrilla war 
against foe regime since the fun- 
damentalist Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) was banned after 
being tipped to win the 1991 
elections. The revolt has claimed 
hundreds of lives. 

The reform plan includes 
changing leadership and constitu- 


market economy. 

The period of change will start 
at foe latest by the end of this 
year when foe five-man presiden- 
cy quits, two years after taking 
over when an experiment with 
democracy went wrong. 

The official news agency APS 
gave details of a draft sent to 
political parties and other orga- 
nisations before a national con- 
ference to seek consensus for the 
“democratic management ol-thr-j 
transition." 1 

The blueprint was drawn up by 
foe presidency, or High Council 
of State (HCE), after three 
rounds of dialogue with politi- 
cians and other groups. 

Algeria is under a state 6f 
emergency, with no parliament, a 
widespread night curfew, and 
laws passed by decree. 

APS said foe draft planned a 
transition period of at least two 
years and no more than three. 
During this time, foe country will 


be led by a new presidential body 
rifled. 


whose makeup was not spedfii 


U.S. probes alleged Israel aid frauds 


TEL AV7V (AP) — American 
Justice Department officials are 
in Israel to investigate suspected 
fraud involving U.S. aid money, 
officials said Tuesday. It was un- 
certain whether they would have 
access to a key figure in the case. 

The Yedioth Ahronofo daily 
said Ramai Dolan, a former chief 
air force weapons procurer, sent- 
enced to 13 years in jail 1991 for 
accepting SlO million in kick- 
backs from U.S. firms, would 
refuse to be questioned without 
immunity from further prosecu- 
tion. 

Mr. Dolan's attorney, Danny 
Friedman, reached by telephone, 
declined comment on the report. 

The Dotan case has already 
had an impact on Israeli-U.S. 
tics. Israel gets S3 billion in 
annual American assistance, $1.8 
billion of it is military aid. 

Earlier this month the Clinton 


administration said that starting 
next January, purchases involving 
U.S. money would have to be 
channelled through the Penta- 
gon, rather than be done on a 
direct company-to-company basis 
as previously. 

Israeli officials say this will hike 
the prices of arms deals and 
possibly cut foe amount of milit- 
ary equipment Israel can buy. 
such as aircraft and guns. 

Police spokeswoman Tamai 
Paul -Cohen confirmed by tele- 
phone that U.S. officials had 
arrived earlier this month to 
Question Israelis in relation to the 
Dotan case. 


One of foe companies entang- 
led m the Dotan case was Gener- 
al Electric (GE). which pleaded 
guilty a year ago in a Gndmari 
district court to felony fraud 
charges involved in sales of unlit- 
ary aircraft to Israel in the 1980s. 
GE also agreed to pay $69 million 
in criminal and civil fines. 

U.S. officials suspect that up to 
half a dozen other American con- 

trartnre «n« k . I ■ 
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tractors may have been involved 
ui foe scandal, which is estimated 


' She said she had orders not to 
divulge further details. The de- 
fence and justice ministry spokes- 
men and U.S. embassy spokes- 
man in Tel Aviv also had no 
immediate comment. 


M WUUldlTO 

to involve up to $70 million of 
U.S. military aid. 

Yedioth Ahronofo said the 
U-S. Justice Department team 
has already questioned 12 of 16 
Israelis they had sought, includ- 
ing Yaavoc Frank, a former aide 
lo Mr. Dotan. 

Mr. Dotan’s lawyer was. re- 
portedly dissatisfied by foe prop- 
osed terms of immunity made by 
foe Americans. 1 
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Republicans paying 
Bush, Reagan 
$12,500 each month 




WASHINGTON (R) — Former 
U S. Presidents Ronald Reagan 
and George Bush have received 
special $12,500 monthly retamers 
from the Republican Party for 
political work, party chairman 
Haley Barbour said Monday. He 
confirmed reports the party had 7 

been paying 1 

stipend — equal to $150,000 ayear 

since he left office m 1989 and * 

has also started paying Mr. Bush .* 
$12,500 a month for any political c 
work for foe party he may even- • 
tualy do. But Bush spokesman 
Andrew Card, who was trans- 
portation secretary under Mi. « 
Bush, said foe forma president : 
last week returned foe $62,500 J 
paid to him by foe party so far v 


and would refuse further pay- 
ments. Mr. Card attributed Mr. 
Bush's decision to “his decision 
not to get involved in politics or 
Oinron -bashing right off foe bat. 
He is going to give President 
(Bill) Clinton a chance. He has 
great respect for foe presidency 
and be wants to see foe presiden- 
cy succeed.” 


“If only Japan 
premier would 
die-.-,” 

minister jokes 


Utodis; 

ancris. 


TOKYO (R) — A Japanese ■/- 
cabinet minister has said the be- 
leaguered ruling party wouW^snt :■ 
stand a better chance in next 
month’s elections if Prime Mims- 
ter Kiicfai Miyazawa dropped 33 :: !*■ 
dead. “If by any chance Mr. n i 
Miyazawa dies, then the LDP wifl 
win a landslide victory," Foreign 
Minister Kabun Muto told a 
Tokyo seminar. His audience of 
business leaders immediately 
burst out laughing. “Considering 
his good health, though, we can’t 
expect that to happen,” Mr. 

Muto said with a grin. Mr. Muto 
was comparing Mr. Miyazawa’s 
parliamentary defeat last Friday 
which triggered the July 18 elec- 
tion call, with the last time a 
prime minister lost a no- 
confidence vote in 1980. Then too r iv 

the Liberal Democratic Party was tr-e-r 
deeply unpopular with voters ■■■■ 
over a money scandal and looked ;.cr? 
likely to lose power. rvi',> u : 
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Clinton says he is 
trying to reach 
‘half-brother’ 
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WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton said Monday 
that he is trying to get in touch 
with a California man who says 
he is foe president’s half-brother, 
a relative foe president apparent- 
ly never knew about. Mr. Clin- 
ton, in an interview with radio 
station WCBS in New York, de- 
clined a direct comment on the 
claims made by Henry Ritzen- 
thaler, 55, saying he wanted to 
talk to him first. “I would be glad 
to give a reaction but let me say 
Fve tried to call him today and 
have not talked to him and I think 
I’ll talk to him before I make any 
public statement," he said. Mr. 
Ritzenthaler, of Paradise, Cali- 
fornia. said in an interview with 
the Washington Post Sunday that 
he and Mr. Clinton, 46, share the 
same father, William Jefferson 
Blythe. Mr. Blythe divorced Mr. 
Ritzoi thaler's mother and lata 
married Virginia Cassidy, Mr. 
.Clinton's juQiha-.-wbo'tias - said 
that she never knew that her 
•husband bad been previously 
married or had fathered another 
son. Mr. Ritzenfoaler’s mother, 
Adele Gash Coffelt of Apple 
Valley, California, told the 
Washington Post that she married 
Mr. Blythe in Texas in. 1935, and 
that her son was conceived in 
1938. The Post said public re- 
cords, including marriage and 
Mr. Birth certificates, back up 
Mrs. Coffelt’s version of events. 
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Heseltine has 
comfortable night 
after heart attack 
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ROME (R) _ British 
Industry Secretary 
Heseltine spent a cc 
°>ght and is in good si 
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Tuesday. “He’scheerf 
°!*>on is satisfactory a 
»s wife this morn 
spokesman said. Ro 
were being conducted 
no word on ho* 
t«-ycar-oid minister v 
w stay m Venice’s mai 

An updai 
Heseltine s condition 

GlSm "E"* 11:30 * 

«MT). he said. Mr. 

was taken ill Sunday n 

a pnvatc visit to Veni 

in Britain as ‘Taizai 

SST 8 . oratory and 
Wond hair. Mr. Hes 
kten under pressure 
lhc cIosure 
So*? 1 i ovcra ber, a n 
^rocl a furore an. 
government dimbdow 
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